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PREFACE

In the short period of its existence so far, the McGill Institute of
Islamic Studies, Tehran Branch, has managed in its ‘Wisdom of Persia®
series to publish thirty-two volumes of the most important works of’
Islamic thought, and to subject many of these texts to scholarly studies.
It has been a privilege to be able to bring these works to the attention
of scholars of Islam. The succession of works published, from the most
ancient by Abl ‘Abbds Irdnshahri (d. second half of 3rd century A.H.)
to the most modern, by Mirzi Mahdi Ashtiyini (who died only re-
cently) is an indication of the remarkable continuity of philosophical
thought in Iran.That in thesé last years our Institute has been able to
continue ‘this valuable series, and that it has thus been the most suc-
cessful establishment of its kind in this area, is a source of consider~
able pride for us, }

Philosophy and science are intimately interconnected in Islam: our
philosophers were scientists and our scientists were philosophers. We
therefore saw it fit that as a parallel to the ‘Wisdom of Persia’ series
we should establish another series, under the title of ‘History of Islamic
Science’, in which we would also publish valuable scientific texts in a
scholarly manner. It is our hope that this series also, like the previous
one, will find favour in learned circles and that we will be successful
in bringing to life scientific works which have till now lain neglected.
This brilliant past must be made available again to those of our young
scholars who may be inspired more than ever beforg to add to the
heritage of their predecessors,

| Mehdi Mohaghegh
Tehran, July 1986,
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