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KANZ AL - LUSN

By : Sayyed Ahmad Faiz Al- BARAZAN]I
Editted by Sheikh Mohammad Al - Khal

This book was written in Arabic by Ahmad Faiz Al-Kurdi AL-Barazanji in Mosul in 1895(1313 H.) when the author was a
judge (cadi) there. It deals with twelve sciences in six languages,namely Arabic, Turkish, Persian, French, Russian and Kurdish
The whole book is composed of eight pages, each page lying in eleven columns written in red ink. It can be read in fifteen
different ways thirteen of which are vertical . All the first columns on all the eight pages deal with rhetoric, its aim and advan.
tages. Similarly, all the second columns are -concerned with the interpretation of the Koran, the third with AL- Hadith (The
Prophets sayings), the fourth with linguistics, the fifth with grammar,the sixth with philosophy, the seventh with logic and the
eighth with iiterature. The ninth column,however, is five lines eulogizing Sultan Abdul - Hameed Il ( the book commemorating his
birthday ). The tenth column is again six lines in Persian extolling the merits of the sultan mentioned above.The eleventh column
contains four lines, the first two being in French, the third in Russian and the last in Kurdish. This column, thus, can be regarded
as three columns, adding up with the other ten to thirteen columns. The French,the Russian and the Kurdish are all  written in
Arabic alphabet. The fourteenth way in which the book can be read is horizontal i.e to read from one row to the next and so on.
The strangest thing about the book is that when it is read in rows all the Turkish, French, Russian and Kurdish words o:m:cm in
to Arabic and the whole book turns in to a wonderful, neat eulody of the Sultan and his reign.

The last way in which the book can be read is by juxtaposing the final words of all the columns. By this juxtaposing, a line
of verse develops informing the reader of the date when the book was written
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Kurds, Turks, and Arabs. By C. J. Edmonds London Oxford University Press New York
Toronto 1958 Part 3. p. 114.
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