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Infrodition

" Dara Shukoh had undertaken exhaustive studies in Islamic and
Indian mysticism. He had inherited the sense of research and
inquisition regarding spiritual and intellectual issues from his
ancestors. He, like King Akbar, had a keen interest in religious
matters, but contrary to King Akbar who was a commoner, Dara
Shukoh was considered as one of the scholars and learned men of
his age. He spent a part of his life in studying the religious books of
Islam and Hinduism, and studied the mystic literature thoroughly.
He wrote the biographies of Islamic leaders, and translated fifty
Upanishads from Sanskrit. Hence he could write a treatise on the
comprison of Indian and Islamic mysticism with full mastery.

Majma’ul - Bahrain is one of his treatises in which he has
expanded the results of his researches about the religious realities
and he holds the belief that the origin of both the Indian and Islamic
mysticism is one and the same. He, in a minute and comprehensive
analysis, has given the examples of mystical songs of India and
Islam to prove his claim.* No just man can deny that he has not
succeeded in proving his aim in this treatise. Mysticism is like 'a deep
ocean whose outward surface is constantly changing under the effect
of air, moon and other natural agents but the waters which lie under
the foamy and roaring waves intermingle calmly, and as a matter
of fact are one and the same, and there is no difference between
them. .

Mysticism is a universal subject and the mystics belong to all
ages and parts of the world. A mystic attains that mystical status
where in his view the limitations of time and place vanish, and the

* The discussion ranges over the whole field of religion and philosophy.
Problems of Cosmogony, metaphysics, ethics and eschatology are reviewed
and similarities between the Hindu and Islamic systems indicated.
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light of insight opens the doors of peace and tranquility upon him.
The exposition of this state and mode of thought becomes possible
through the specific phrases and idioms which are fullofsimiles,
metaphors and local idioms. Meanwhile thought about this matter
requires the imposition of a logical and rational view which may
turn into metaphysical system.

Mysticism may be reflected in fine arts too. Music, poetry,
painting, carving and architecture are various means of manifestation
of mystic thoughts but the sublime art is the art of living and
mysticism is considered to be a constituting element in ethies because
it strengthens the will.

Meanwhile, mysticism is not devoid of danger because many of
the people do not possess that will power by which they could abide
by the tough rules and severe discipline of mysticism. Hence they
adopt the simple ways (like Sama) which comprise singing, dancing
and drinking, and by this way, they attain a state in which they find
themselves apparently free of all bonds. However, as a matter of
fact, they narcotize their feelings and wrongly consider this state
to be that of ecstacy. During the eras of social crisis, many of the
people have followed this type of mysticism so that they may avoid
the bitter and unpleasant realities of life.

Dara Shukoh lived in such a critical period. The splendid and
glorious reign of Shahjahan was about te end, the internal conflicts
of society had manifested their dark impacts on the Indian scene,
and the movement which was started by King Akbar was gradually
losing its strength with its survival requiring a lot of struggle and
endeavour.

Dara Shukoh had realized this need and he put in his best
efforts to find a solution. But despite the fact that he was a learned
and scholarly man, he had also great limitations including the fact
that in his times, the modern method of research and criticism was
unknown to the people of the orient. At a time when as a result of
the endeavours of scientists like Kepler, Galileo and Newton and
afforts of Descartes, Hobbs and Spinoza in the world of science and
philosophy a great intellectual revolution had taken place, Dara
Shukoh was so deeply immersed in his flowing thought that he could

not discuss critically the fundamental principles of mystic philosophy
and its basics. Neither the rationalistic method of Bertrand Russel
on interpretation of mysticism througt the principles of wisdom and
reason brought any doubt and mental anxiety in him nor the method
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of William James to probe into different religious phenomena. Dara
Shukoh was aware that some power is required so that with its help
the individuals of a society may achieve a status in life higher and
greater than that of a common position which is only the fulfilment
of carnal desires and transitional materialistic needs — the power
which puts before the individuals an eternal and lasting goal. The
reason is that the more a man attains the higher status of life, there
further emerge the real qualities of humanity, and in this way, the
society and its various manifestations become the scene of infinite
power of society and individuals. ) ‘

Dara Shukoh was aware that mysticism was the guide of the
Indian Muslims and also Vedanta was the power for the advancement
of Indian society, and in the same way that the philosophy of Ghazzali
and teachings of Moinuddin Cheshti caused the advancement of
Muslim mystics, Shankar, Ramanuja, Kabir and Chaitanya were the
cause of luminosity of thoughts for the Hindu mystics. Hence were
it not the best step that these two philosophies be intermingled and
become a united spiritual basis for the spiritual culture of India,
or they constitute a common social base?

Dara Shukoh’s answer to this issue has been given in his
treatises named “Majma’ul - Bahrain” and “Risala-i-Hag Numa”.

Dara Shukoh in the introduction to “Majma’ul Bahrain” says:
“After attaining the real truth and researching into the mysteries
and subtlities of the true faith of mystics, and acquiring this great
bounty I decided to discern the religion of monotheist Indians, the
scholars of this nation and their perfect men who had attained the
highest degree of ascetism, perception, contemplation and knowing
God. Therefore, I met them repeatedly, conversed with them and
found no difference in the perception of truth except the literal one.
Due to this reason, I harmonized the sayings of the two parties,
collected some of their sayings which are essential and beneficial
for the seekers of truth, and compiled a treatise and because it was
the collection of the realities and learnings of the two truth-knowing
sects, I named it “Majma’ul-Bahrain”.

These two treatises show that not only in describing the
creation, the origin of man and his fate, the philosophie of India and

Muslims have full similarity, but these two philosophies have also
adopted the same way for guiding man towrds spiritual blessings.
This way, with its four stages, wich includes: the journey of spirit
from darkness to light and from illusion to truth. The way shown
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by Islamic teachers and leaders, and spiritual guides of Hindus is,
of course, the same, and the Holy Qur’an and Hindu religious books

testify to it.

Tara Chand.
Julay 1955
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