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FAMILY TREE of the Indo-European languages can be traced
back to a protolanguage that flourished more than 6,000 years
ago. The protolanguage split into dialects, which evolved into
distinct languages; these then fissioned into generations of
daughter languages. Tocharian, a dead language of Asia, has

ties to Celtic, an ancient European tongue. Similarities between
the Balto-Slavic and Indo-Iranian families indicate that they
influenced each other before their speakers moved north and
south, respectively. Dead languages are shown in italics; lan-
guages that left no literary remains are enclosed in brackets.
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