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known all over the world for his profound phil—
osophy and wonderful poetry which has been
translated into every language of Europe, yet as
the present essay is intended to be a short intro—
ductory note, I shall satisfy mysef wilth a few
quotations therefrom.

Tagore says: — ¢«The most important of all
outstanding facts of Iranian history is the
religiousreform brought about by Zarathushtra.
He was the first man we know, who gave a
definitely moral character and direction to
religion, and at the same time, preached the
doctrine of monotheism which offered an eternal
foundation of reality to goodness as an ideal of
perfection.»

-b8-



WHITNEY

The American scholar and writer Whitney says:
«Pergia from Cyrus onward to the battle of
Marathon, was the greatest and most civilised
and powerful nation on earth. Rome was yet in
her infancy. Modern Europe was not yet born.
Greece was not united, her people were divided
and only the terror of Persian arms for a brief
period held them together. Persia gave law and
religion at that time to the world, and that
religion was the gospel of Zarathushtra.»

RABINDRANATH TAGORE

The renowned poet and philosopher of India,
Rabindranath Tagore in his Introduction to the
selections from the Gathas, «The Divine Songs of
Zarathushtra» by Dinshah J. Irani, writes a
most fascinating essay on the religion of Zara—
thushtra. How ever much it 1s necessary that
this entire essay of the Sage of Bengal should
be translated, so that all the Iranians in general
may learn of the views of this great philosopher
of Aryan descent and Brahminic creed, of this
great man, the recipient of the Nobel Prize, whois

b7



ised by the study of the Gathas. It could be seen
therefrom, with what courage and vigour he
handles the highest and the most vital problems
of 1ife, material and spiritual. He is the unique
personage that has stepped out of the circle of
intellectual limitations of that time, and in
that dim and distant age laid out the path of
the worship of the One Creator for his pecple.
He inculcated for themthe philosophy explaining
of the Creator and His relationship with the
created. He explained the nature of evil which
necessarily exists in creation. The fundamental
principles of his religion are not based on
sacrifices or outward ceremonial observances.
The very basis of his teaching 1s his insistence
on the purity of thoughts as the basis of all

actions in life.»

PAUL HORN

The German scholar Paul Horn in his History
of Persian Literature says:— <In the Gathas we
meet with the expression of such noble feelings,
such vigorous belief in the true faith, and such
sublimity and excellence of ethics, that we can—
not but praise and applaud the author of the

Songs-»
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intellect, and a zest and fervour for principles
of ethics, which have always been the particular
characteristics of the Iranians, are peculiarly
manifested in the Gathas of Zarathushtra.»

HERTEL

The German Professor Hertel in histurn says:

¢In the Gathas a personage of great intellect, zeal
and fervour, who is hurt to the core at the sight

ot the struggle between right and wrong, addres—
ses us in a way which evidences his Sympathy and
love for mankind. He is the cause of rectitude in
the character and morals of men. The art of
agriculture and the care of useful cattle, he
considers as the root foundation of the peaceful
and happy life of men in the material world.s

GEIGER

The renowned German Professor Geigerin his
book called «Zarathushtra in the Gathas», says:
«The principles of the Religion of Zarathushtra,
so far as they are preserved in the Gathas, are
entirely free From the taint of low, extraneous
element. The sublime and elevated position of his
ethics, his insistence on exertion and effort, the
high principles of religion he advocates, the
dignity of his philosophy, can all be well real—

-bb_



In one direction and with one motive, he
clearly expresses his object with a firm and
deliberate intention, Nowhere is there the
slightest confusion in thought to be found. No
useless and superfluous words are ever used.
Every word of his, bears the right sense and is
used in the right proportion, and all that he
says, isalways fullof vigour and spiritual force.
He never indulges in any exaggerated statement,
and whatever he says goes to the very fundation
of things. The eternal contest between the prin—
ciples of good and evil, which refers to the

contest in this very world, the recompense 1in
this world and the eternal reward hereafter,
the dealing out of perfect justice on the day of
reckoning, the hope of divine bliss in heaven,
etc., are some of the noble thoughts ahd funda—

mental principles of Zarathushtra. Ever does
he speak of, always doth he stand firmin, these

principles which go to the root of things. In
short the entire Gathes propound collectively,
the highest ethics.»

MEILLET

The famous French scholar Meillet says:
«Freedom of thought, a zealous sense of self—
respect, magnanimity in religion, a sharp
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SOME OPINIONS OF RENOWNED
ORIENTALISTS

It would be worth noting shortly what
various well-known orientalists have written
about the Gathas.

GELDNER

One of the renowned Avestan scholars, who
had spent his whole life in his work of research
in this ancient religion of Iran is the German
Professor Geldner, the author of many an impor—
tant work on the subject. In one of his works he
says :

dn the Gathas, Zarathushtra speaks in a
particular style on deep and sublime Ssubject.
Everyone of his stanzas expresses thoughts
concerning fundamental principles, and each
stanza is written with a particular object.

-B3-



punishment after death according to his deeds.
There is none to intercede for him. No interce—
ssion will help him. No amount of prayers and
offerings will open the gates of paradise for
him. No particular creed or belief in any set
dogmas will save him from retribution. In short,
no trace of vicarious salvation can be seen in
the message of Zarathushtra. Manis his own
saviour. He has the making of his own heaven
or his own hell.

«As you sow, so shall you reap,» is the
maxim writ large on page after page of the Yasna:

(REvil for evil, good reward for the
good.»

«Affliction to the wicked, happiness to
the righteous.»

«(Woe to the wicked! Salvation to him
who upholds righteousness!»

This is the quintessence of Zarathushtra’s
speculation concerning life after death. No
religious leader before him had grasped the
idea of guilt and merit so clearly as he did.

b2



THE SOUL'S EQUIPMENT — HEAVEN

AND HELL

The soul is responsible for deeds done in
the flesh. According to the teaching of the
Prophet, God has equipped man with every kind
of appliance to perform his work successfully,
For instance, he is endowed with:Khratu», energy,
knowledge, «Chisti», consideration,wisdom,«Ushi»,
intelligence, perception, sense, ¢Manas», mind,
thought, «Vachas», speech, «Shyaothna», action,
Kama», free will, ¢Ahu», practical consciencs,
«Fravashi», the prototype in nature and in men,
which 1is also the guiding spirit, «Baodhas»,
consclousness, memory. Over and above all these
gifts is«Daenar, the vision,the revealed religion.

Having been thus equipped, the human soul
is expected to emerge successful from the struggle

with the forces of evil. Man receives reward or

-bhl-



said the Lord, speaking to Moses:

«shall always burn and the priest shall
feed it, putting wood on it everyday in the
morning. This is the perpetual fire, which
shall never go out on the altar.»

In the sanctuary of the Christian Church
the sacred flame indicates the Sacramental pres—
ence of God, just as in the sanctuary of the
Zoroastrian fire—temple the perpetual flame
indicates the presence of Ahura Mazda. In the
Atash Nyayesh the devout Zoroastrian prays for
the preservationof the fire in his house till the
Day of Renovation:

«Mayest thou ever burn in this house!

Mayest thou blaze in this house! Mayest

thou increase 1n this house, even for a long

time, until the time of the good, powsrful
renovation of the worldb
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THE CULT OF FIRE

The principal termsexpressing the Aryan
idea of the divinity are borrowed from 1ight and
fire. This would show that the cult of fire was
common to other Aryan nations and had come down
from remote antiguity.

The Romans, who evidently separated from
the original Aryan stock at a much earlier date
than the Brahmans, had the ancient Flamines as
fire—priests, whose office it was to kindle the
fire, literally, to enflame or draw forth the
flame.

The o0ld Germans had an everburning lamp
placed before the statue of thelr god Thor.

The Jewish religion had its shining flames
and burning fires as emblems of God’'s majesty
and presence.

«The fire on the altar,»
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It is said 1n the Yasna that he who tries to
check the activities of a man of vicious tenden—
cies by instructing him, after chastising him,
offers a love—service acceptable to Ahura Mazda.

¢He who chastises the vicious either
by word, or by thought, or by both the hands,
and who giveth instruction to that vicious
person in anything that is good, such
persons are devoted unto the Will of Ahura

Mazda according to the pleasure of Ahura

Mazda.»

In a Pahlavi text, it is said:

«One who, from the 1little knowledge
which he has given to those who are fit for
it, is more acceptable than he who, though

he knows, yet does not profit or help deser—
ving persons,»
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PROMOTION OF EDUCATION

Charity consists not merely in relieving
distress and satisfying the physical wants of
those around us, but also in ministering to their
intellectual, moral, and spiritual wants. The
religious books of the Zoroastrian therefore,
emphasize the duty of providing facilities for
the education of all men and women. It is a Speci-—
ally meritorious act to help those who are in
need of help to be educated.

Zarathushtra emphasized the duty of corr—
ecting and improving those that had been lured
away from the Path of Righteousness. The best
service a man can render to soclety consists not
merely in one's own virtuous conduct and deeds,
but also in bringing about a reform in society
by the dissemination of knowledge among the
members thereof, virtuous and vicious alike:

.



CHARITY

In the 1list of the positive virtues which a
follower of Zarathushtraisexpected to cultivate,
charity takes the foremost. place. It 1is one of the
fundamental precepts of the creed.

‘He who gives succour to the helpless
poor, acknowledge s the kingdom of God.»
(Ahunavar)

Another invecation in the Yasna runs:

‘May, in this house, generosity triumph
over stinginessv

It must, however, be judicious and discri—
minating charity. While it is meritorious to
extend one's bounty towards deserving objects,
it 1s reprehensible to extend it to those who are

unworthy of it.
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«If between these two Paths (of Truth
and Untruth), you are unable to distinguish
which one is better, then I shall come to
you contending sides with my judgment,
about the truth and propriety of which
judgment Ahura Mazda, himself is a witness,
SO that eventually everyone of us may live
our lives according to the holy law of the
religion.»

Throughout in the Gathas such sublime
principles are laid down, and men are cautioned
ever to stand firm in them.
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ZARATHUSHTRA'S CONCERN FOR
THE WELFARE OF MANIKIND

Zarathushtra is not indifferent to the happy
state or otherwise of mankind because he has been
-created for helping and guiding the peopls of
thigsearth. He himself says in Yasna 28.4:

«As I have been deputed for protecting
the soul of men, as I am fully cognisant of
the reward and recompsnse, Ahura Mazda
will assign for the particular conduct of
men, I shall strive as long as power and
strength shall last in me to make people
seek and adopt the Path of Truth.»

At another place in the Gathas, the Holy
Prophet says that he will ever be present to

point out the Path of Truth whenever men feel
themselves helpless in their search. In Yasna
31.2, he hints at this meaning and says:
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ZARATHUSHTRA'S TEACHINGS
FOR EVERYDAY LIFE

1t must also be understocd clearly that the
divine recompense in this world and the next is
not meant merely for the person who recites his
prayers. He must work. He must exert himself. To
work for the welfare of himsslf and others, is an
act nobler than the mere saying of prayers. But
even to be active and to exert oneself in this
world 1s not sufficient. It is necessary that his
intentions and motives be pure. At no time should
wicked thoughts enter the mind of a man, for
in truth good and pure thoughts are the fountain
source of all goodness in the world- Before a man
stands in prayers before the Almighty, before he
engages himself in the pursuit of agriculture,
thoughts pass through his mind and become the
root source of acticn. Consequently, Humata,
Hukhta, and Hvarshta,( good thoughts,good words
and good deeds) stand as the fundamental princi—
ples of the religion of Zarathushtra.
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joys of this world and of the world to come,
if you have informed yourself about the
eternal woes which shall overtake the
followers of untruth, and the great good
which shall come to the followers of truth,
then you will always pass your life in joy-»

As to the divine recompense in this world,
in Yasna 34, stanzas 6 and 6, Zarathushtra
says:

«O Ahura Mazda, Thine is the sovereign
power, Thine 1s all strength and might.

O Asha and O Vohumanah, come to the help

of the poor and the helpless as I so ardently

wish, for we have separated ourselves from
the tribes of robbers and highwaymen. As

You allin truthare what you are, O Mazda,O

Asha and O Vohumanah, this very fact is the

sign of salvationand joy to me in this world.
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THE TRUE HAPPINESS OF LIFE

The mission of Zarathushtra did not restrict
itself to the spiritual side only, but it exerted
its utmost influence for the uplift of mankind on
theeconomic side also, and for the material well—
being of men in this 1ife. The religion of the holy
Zarathushtra is full of force and 1ife. Poverty,
beggary, and misery find no place there. 1t is not
indifferent to the life of men on this earth. It
does not ask you to suffer and tolerateall the
evils of this world in the hope of recompense for
the next. He says in substance:

«If youabandon the evil in your nature,
you will find heaven both here and there.»

In Yasna 30. 2, Zarathushtra says:

«0 man, 1if you have understood well
the divine laws which Ahura Mazda has
established, if you have come to know the

—4]1—-



to cultivate the virtue of impartiality and

justice.

«fight your cause by fair means even

with your enemies,» is another injunction.
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JUSTICE

Justice, according to the Avesta, goes with
truthfulness. In hisdaily prayers a Zoroastrian

invokes in these words:

«We invoke the truthfully spoken word.
We invoke righteous obedience. We invoke
noble righteousness. We invoke the words
which impart manliness. We invoke the
victory—-giving peace. We 1invoke truth
which brings about prosperity to the world,
and benefit to the world, and which is
(the chief characteristic of) Mazda-Yasnan
religion. We invoke the most truthful

Rashnu (the Yazata presiding over justice).»

Declaring that true evidence and justice

are pleasing to God, the Gathasexhort thedevotee
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sLend your ears to these valued words:
ponder over them with your enlightened
mind, distinguish between these two princi—
ples of Truth and Untruth. Let everyone
choose his own creed individually before
the Day of Reckoning comes upon him. May
in the end our work be accomplished as we
wish »
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FREE WILL

Free Will is implicit in this doctrine of
human personality. As man must work out his
salvation himself, the Omniscient Lord, who
plans what is best,has allowed him freedom to act.
Exercising this freedom, man chooses between the
principles of light and darkness, between truth
and falsehood, between good and evil: Growing in
mental vigour in the knowledge of the Law, he
acquires the kingship of self- control. Placing
his will in harmony with the Law, heis able
to withstand the assaults of falsehood and
wrong, and cultivating the attributes of Spenta
Armaiti, benevolence devotion, love, and social
service, he attains the best state of the Most
Perfect and Beneficent Spirit.

Force and violence are not known in the

religion of Zarathushtra. In Yasna 30.2, Zara—
thushtra says:
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prays for «One thousandfold health, ten thousa-—
ndfold health». (Srosh Baj Prayer.)

The key to salvation lies as much in the
purity of the body as in the purity of the soul.
Contact with impure matter in any form must be
avoided. If contaminated, the body should be
purified by means of various purification cere—
monies prescribed by the scriptures. Such
purification is imperative from the point of view
of health as well as morals Not only one’'s own
body, but also the four elements, fire, air, water
and earth, must be preserved undefiled. It is also
obligatory on a true Zoroastrian to keep his
surroundings clean. Similarly, for the prese-
rvation of mental health, the religion of
Zarathushtra lays special emphasis onthe triad—
good thoughts, good words and good deeds.- This
fundamental doctrine of the creed takes the
devotee down to the mainsprings of action. Thou—
ght is of no less importance than word or deed.
The great triad not only establishes its purity
with word and deed, but also gives it precedence
as the source of all good words and good deeds.
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF HUMAN BEING

MAN's composition, according to the system
of Zoroastrian religion, is of a triple character—
material, vital, and spiritual-body, life, and
soul. As his spiritual parts were created
before his material and vital parts, they are
undying. They combine with his physical parts
at his birth and separate at his death. Of these
spiritual parts the principal are ¢urvan», the
soul, and ¢« fravashi», the spirit, with their

several faculties such as «manas», the mind,
and ¢ bodha », consciousness. The living body
(tanu) is to the soul (urvan) and to the spirit
(fravashi) what an instruwment is to the worker.
In this classification are discerned all the

elements of the modern tripartite division
ofman’s personality into reason, feeling, and will.

Preservation of one’'s health 1s one of the
religious duties of a Zoroastrian.- In his daily

communion with God the devout Zoroastrian
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(From order and discipline proceeds
righteousness: from disorder and discord

unrighteousness.»

To uphold Asha at all times and in all
circumstances is a duty enjoined on a true Z0ro—
astrian. It is the Eternal Verity, the One
Reality, which is the mainspring of all manif—
estation.

What reward awaits the man who treads the
Path of Asha, is exquisitely indicated in the

following verse:

<0 Ahura Mazda ! grant that through
the best Asha, through the most perfect
Asha, we may catch sight of Thee, we may
approach Thee, we may be united with Thee!

Thus Asha, purity. leading from bodily
health and vigour to mental and spiritual
health and strength, is the most sublime elabor—
ation of the conception of cleanliness being

next to godliness.-
It is said in Gathas:

«(Whoever shows the beneficial paths
of truthfulness(to another)in thiscorporeal
world, wherein is the abode of Ahura Mazda,

attains supreme good fortune.”»
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RIGHTEOQOUSNESS

Holiness, or righteousness, is a somewhat
loose rendering of the Avestan term ¢Asha»: it

gives but a faint idea of the original mystical
and sublime conception of Asha, as embodied in
the Gathas. In those hymns Asha is a profound
spiritual truth, or a spiritual law in accordance
with which the Universe has been fashioned and
governed. All the earthly phenomena are to be
traced to Asha. So, Asha is a very comprehensive
term in Zoroastrian ethics- It signifies order,
Symmetry, discipline, harmony, and includes all
sorts and acts of purity, truthfulness, and
beneficence. The very first prayer that a Zoro—
astrian child is taught to recite is the aphorism
¢Ashem Vohu», which runs as under:

‘Righteousness is the best of gifts and
divine happiness. Happiness to him who
lives for the sake of best righteousness.s
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good deeds lead himto Heaven: his bad thou—-
ghts, bad words, and bad deeds lead him to
Hell.»

In one of his inscriptions in Fars, Darius
says :

« This kingdom of Fars which Ahura
Mazda has bestowed on me is a fine country
full of good horses (Ooaspa), and good men
(Oomartia). By the grace of Ahura Mazda and
by the strength of me, who am the King, it
fears no enemies.»

In several parts of the later Avesta, Humata,
Hukhta, and Hvarshta, represent the fhree Sstages
of paradise. The soul of the good reaches the
abode of Good Thouzhts with the first step,
with the second it reaches the house of Good
Wordsand with thethird the palace of Good Deeds.
After going through this, it reaches the sourcs
of Endless Light and the highest Heaven. The
wicked soul similarly passes through the stage
of Dushmata, Duzhukhta and Duzhvarshta (Bad
Thoughts, Bad Words and Bad Deeds) on its way
to Hell. Men in their passage through life are
themselves the architects of these good or evil
abodes.
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HUMATA HUKHTA AND HVARSHTA
(Good Thoughts) (Good Words) (Good Deeds)

This is a perennial source of glory and
pride to Iran and the Iranians that once in that
land one of its sons gave this grand message
to humanity to keep themselves aloof even from
bad thoughts, at a time when the whole world
was like a globe in darkness. The entire Gathas
and the whole of the Avesta are full of these
three cardinal principles- For the righteous, in
the arena of fight with Untruth, these three
words are like the helmet and the armour and the
shield. As long as Evil and Untruth existin this
world, no man can afford to be without these
weapons of Humata, Hukhta and Hvarshta.

The small prayer ¢«Vispa Humata, Vispa
Hukhta, Vispa Hvarshta,» which a devout Zor-

oastrian recites thrice in the morning remind
him that:

«A man’s good thoughts, good words, and
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Being in whom is centred all existence, visible
and invisible. In his conception of these attrib-—
utes, Zarathushtra was unquestionably thorou—
ghly original. They were the result of profound
contemplation and the most distinguishing
features of his creed.
«In the matter of Divine Wisdom (Spenta
Mainyu) and the Holy Law (Asha), think
well, speak well and act well, and Ahura
will award Perfection and Ifnmortality
( Haurvatat and Ameretat ) through Khsh—
athra and Armaiti.» (Yasna 47.1).
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the faithful aspire to traverse the Path in
safety and approach Ahura Mazda. Armaiti, the
personification of Divine Love and Devotion, is
entrusted with the care of the earth in this
world.

HAURVATAT AND AMERETAT

Haurvatat means Perfection, Health and
Well-being, and Ameretat is compounded of the
negative sign «a» and ¢mertat,» death, meaning
together Deathlessness or Immortality. These two
Amesha-Spenta are closely united to each other
and are always spoken of jointly in the Gathas.
Together these two Bountiful Immortals symbo-
lize perfection of health and immortality, which
are the reward of the righteous after death:
together they will smite the «daevas» of hunger
and thirst during the final conflict between the
forces of good and evil. On the physical plane
they are respectively the guardian-spirits of
the waters and of the vegetable Kingdom, and

thelir blessings bring perfect hiealth and vitality
of the body-

All the Amesha-Spenta are thus symbolical
of the attributes of the One Infinite and HEternal
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KHSHATHRA VAIRYA

Khshathra means Kingdom or Sovereignty
or Power. Both the invisible and visible worlds
are governed by the absolute power of Ahura
.Mazda, which Zarathushtra designates Khshathra
Vairya. He represents the Perfect Strength, the
Omnipotence, and the Universal Sovereignty of
the Lord, and is invoked to help man along the
Path of Righteousness. The man who obeys the
Law of God is blessed with strength and power.
Khshathra Vairya is the personification of the
strength and power. Khshathra Vairya is the
personification of the Spiritual Power and Sov—
ereignty of the Almighty, whilst, in the world
here he 1s described to be in charge of the

metallic elements.

SPENTA ARMAITI

Armaiti means Patience, Humility, Devo-
tion and Love. The invisible and the visible
worlds exhibit in all directions the benefi—
cent love of Ahura Mazda. Zarathushtra
describes it as Armaiti, High Thought, or Dev—
otion. It is devotion that sanctifies the heart
and it 1s through the medium of devotion that
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called Him, as we have noticed, by the proper
name of Ahura Mazda, the Wise Lord. Beholding
that theilnvisible and visible worlds were perv—
aded by His bsnevolencs, he applied to this attr-
ibute the name Vohumanah.The word is compounded
of Vohu and Manah meaning the Good Mind, and
also connotes a pure nature and a good dispo—
sition. Vohumanah who is the personification
of the Holy Thought, the Good Mind and the
Divine Wisdom of Ahura Mazda is, in this world
the protector of all useful animals.

ASHA VAHISHTA

Having noticed that the invisible and the
visible worlds were subject to His Law or Order
and Righteousness, the Prophet applied to this
sublime characteristic of Order and Righteou—
sness the name Asha Vahishta, the Best Order,
or the Highest Righteousness. Good thoughts,
good words and good deeds make man ashavan,
or righteous. He obtains purity only when
he cleanses himself with them. Asha Vahishta
who represents in the spiritual world, the Spirit
of Truth and Righteousness of the Creator,

is in the material world the protector of the
element of Fire.
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Amesha Spenta means «The Holy lmmortal».

In the Gathas, Asha the Spirit of Truth
and Righteousness holds the premier place amo -
ngst the Amesha-Spentas, but in the rest of the
Avesta, the second place 1is assigned to him,

the order being as follows:

Vohu Manah (Bahman) The Good Mind.

Asha Vahishta (Ardibehesht) The Best
Order, or Righteousness.

Khshathra Vairya (Shahrivar) The Ab—
solute Power.

Spenta Armeiti (Spendarmad) Hight Th--
ought, or Devotion.

Haurvatat (Khordad) Perfection.

Ameretat (Amordad) Immortality-

Since each one of these Amesha--Spentas in
the spiritual world represents one of the divine
attributes of Ahura-Mazda, so He 1s put at
their head, making the number seven, a number
which from ancient times is considered to be

an auspicious one.

VOHUMANAH

Seeing that this Universe was ruled by
the First Great Cause most wisely, Zarathushtra
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THE SIX AMESHASPENTAS

The six divine intelligences, as introduced
by the Prophet, represent merely the six out-
standing Attributes of the Supreme Being. Man
cannot properly comprehend the Unity of God
without realizing the diversity within His
unity: nor can he understand His manifold
activity without a vivid realization of His
attributes. To impress these attributes effec—
tively upon the masses, Zarathushtra mentions
themip the Gathasassix divine abstractionscalled
the Amesha-Spenta, or the Bountiful Immortals.
The word Ameshaspand or Ameshaspenta, is a
triple compound. The first portion is the nega—
tive prefix, «a», the second «mesha» means man
or mortal, and the third portion is ¢Spenta,
which means benevolent but which should be
translated as holy in this word. Thus the word
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The eternal kingdom will be for him who,
in this life, fights with all untruth. The world
is like an eternal fighting ground between good
and evil. The cherished desire and ideal of every
person must be to overpower the spirit of evil
and make the spirit of goodness and truth

victorious for ever.
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divine attributes of Ahura Mazda and is not
Ahura Mazda Himself, is sufficiently and clearly
made manifest in Yasna 33.12,

«O Ahura Mazda Making thyself mani-—
fest to me, give me spiritual power through
the help of Spenta Armaiti. Give me spirit—
1nal might through Spents—Mainyu. Make
me reap the reward of the good through
the help of Asha, and through the help of
Vohumanah (Good Mind) give me vigour and

strength».

Just as Angra-Mainyu 1is the opposite of
Spenta—Mainyu, so the other attributes of Ahura
Mazda: Armatiti, the spirit of devotion, Llove,
piety and humility, hasalso a wicked spirit on
the opposite side, like Taromaiti, which has
exactly the opposite attributes of Spenta Arm—
aiti. Similarly, in opposition to Vohumanah the
Spirit of the Good Mind, there 1is Akamanah,
the Spirit of th Evil Mind and wicked nature.

Now, between these two principles or forces
what 1is the obligation of humanity in this
world ? The Holy Zarathushtra in Yasna 30.3,
says:

A wise man should make the right
choicer.
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Ahura Mazda, (as it was considered that from Him
nothing but good can spring), whatever of things
ugly and evil found in the world, was linked
tothe spirit of BEvil, Angra-Mainyu in opposi—
tion to the Spirit of Goodness, Spenta-Mainyu.

In reality the contest is only between the
Spirits of goodness and evil within us in this
world. In the Gathas too, where the Evil Spirit
is mentioned, we see it mentioned in opposition
to Spenta-Mainyu, the Spirit of Goodness, and
never in opposition to Ahura Mazda. In Yasna
45.2, Zarathushtra says:

« 1 shall tell you now of those twin
spirits which took their birth at the begi—
nning of life. The benevolent Spirit of
Goodness said to the Spirit of Evil that
nelther our words nor our desds, neither
our thoughts nor our teachings, neither
our beings nor our souls shall ever
agree».

It should also be mentioned that the word
Angra-Mainyu is not used alone for denoting the
force and spirit of actual evil. Other words are
used too, to denote it. As for instance, «Aka» and
the word «Druj» both mean the Wicked Spirit of
Evil. The fact that Spenta-Mainyu is one of the
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will to choose between right and wrong, good
and evil, conscience and the Divine Law to
distinguish and decide between right and wrong
and he is given good fravashi ( the guardian
spirit) which is meant O preserve, protect and
promrote his welfare. From this it is evident that
good and exceedingly good areGod and His crea—
ted world. but all evils spriang from the evil
mind of man.

Throughout the whole of the holy Gathas,
Ahura Mazda is the One Unique Creator, the One
source of Existence of the worlds, spiritual and
material. He is the Fountain Source of all things
good and beautiful. In opposition to Him there
is no creator of evil in existence. Angra-Mainyu,
meaning the evil-mind, which in the course of
time came to be known as «Ahriman» to which all
evil in the world was ascribed, is never put as
the equal of aAhura Mazda. Rather he 1s the
opposing twin of Spenta-Mainyu only, the holy
spirit of goodness.

The material world is a mixture of good and
evil. Black is linked to white and darkness to
light. As all misery, evil and harm, which
befall a man in his passing through 1life, cannot
be attributed to the Divine and Holy Essence of
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SPENTA — MAINYU (GOOD MIND) AND
ANGRA — MAINYU (EVIL MIND)

Thus we have seen the most important facts
about God, His Prophet, man, 1life and society
revealed by the Zoroastrian Religion Ahura
Mazda is the starting point. He is the Supreme
Being, the greatest in greatness, the most beau-
tiful in beauty and the most glorious in glory.
His Will is perfect and so are all His attributes:
Benevolence, Holiness, Truthfulress, Fidelity,
Justice. He is never changing and ever-living.

Man is His creature who is reguired to put
implicit faith in Him, to give perfect submission
to His Holy Will or law, to love Him, to coope—
rate with Him, to depend upon His help and
worship Him. Man is created wholly good, good
in his nature and in his faculties, both physical
and spiritual. He is given body, intellect, free—
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concerning the different names of the Creator.
Each name of the Creator is a spell in itself.
Whoever takes it on his lipsand is engaged 1in
meditation of His attributes equips himself with
the best of armours to protect himeelf again the
inroads of evil.
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such as the Ameshaspentas ( Archangels ), the
Yazatas ( Angels ) and the souls and the good
fravashis (the guardian spirits) of men, animals,
and all other beings, material as well as
immaterial. He made them all good, He wished
them all good and He gave them all good for
thelr preservation, maintenance and develo—

pment.

The true Zoroastrian never believes in a

devil or in a false god. He never stoops to
believe like the Spiritualist in an anthropomor—
phic God.He does not believe like the Spiritualist
in the sensible communication between God and

man. Now, Zoroastrianism tells us that God ,
Ahura Mazda, is purely and solely the Highest

Spirit of spirits.

It is hereby clear that Ahura Mazda is
the Being above all beings, Hs is parfectly
distinct from all created beings, SO entirely
supermundane and sototally] immaterial that a

worshiper can never fall into the error of
identifying Him with His creatures. He speaks,

teaches and hears by virtue of His spiritual

nature.

In some parts of Gathas, specially composed
in praise of Ahura Mazda, we find a declaration

_18_



work amighty destruction among the wicked
and bring torments and affliction upon them,
O Mazda!»

«I will speak of him that is the Grea—
test of all, and I praise Him, through Asha,
and who is bounteous to all that live. By
the holy spirit, let Mazda Ahura hearken,
in whose praise I have been instructed by
Vohu Manah (Good Mind)— by His Wisdom, let
Him teach me what is best.»

Nothing gross or immoral is connected with
the character, or worship, of the Supreme Being.
Therein lies the excellence of this system of
theology. Evil in any form is abhorrent to God.
No evil, positive or negative, ruffles His pure
nature, for He is Goodness itself.

Ahura Mazda, is revealed as the One Perso—
nal Supreme Being, omniscient, omnipotent and
omnipresent, as the Creator and the Absolute
Ruler of all, ruling according to His Supreme

Will or Law.Ahura Mazda is all goodness without

any evil, good in Himself, and good to us and to
all His creatures. He 1is the most bountiful

Spirit, the holy Creator, of all the corporeal
worlds. He created all good spiritual beings
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rnor over the actions of mankind.»

It will be seen that God in this aspect was
not viewed as an abstraction. The Gathas present
Him as the Living Active Existence, the Eternal
Being,who can be psrcelved only in thought, but
whose governance of the Universe is apparent to
all, and who is ever to be served and adored. He
is the Good Artificer, or Worker, through whom
everything comes into life and exists

Brighter than the brightest of creation,
older than the oldest in the universe, and has no
equal. He is the first and the foremost. lmmune
from the limitations of Time and Space, He is
Ever-the-Same, the most perfect Being, moving
all, yet moved by none. The Greatest of all, it
is He who has destined the benefits of His kingdom
for all who lead a life of Reason and Truth. It
is He who decides Victory between the rival hosts
of good and evil. Everything comes from Him and
through Him, the Lord of all.

«O Ahura! I acknowledge Thee to be the
Holy one when I first saw Thee at the crea-—
tion of life. This I ask Thee, tell me truly,
O Ahura!'Whether I can deliver the Druj (1ie)
into the hands of Asha (Righteousness) and

cast it down by the wordsof Thy lore, and
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associated with the powers of nature, but there
is no suggestion of pantheism in it. The Lord of
Creation 1s above human as well asnatural forces—
creating, directing, and controlling them. He 1s
the one Creator, the Lord omnipotent.In Yasna 44,
Zarathushtra sings about the omnipotence and
the unity of providencs in a beautiful, poetic
manner. He says:

« O Ahura Mazda, I have come to this

perfect realization through Thy Holy and
Divine Wisdom that thou art the Creator
of all.»

Thus, the one Supreme Being, the Lord Omni—
scient, the Creator—Governor of the Universe, is
represented as Himself an embodiment of the Rig—
ht Law. The following passage renders the idea
Clearer:

«When I first conceived of thee, O Mazda, in
my mind» says Zarathushtra in the well_known
stanza in the Gathas in which he addressss God
as Mazda and describes Him in His different
capacities.

«I sincerely regarded Thee as the First
Actor in the universe, as the Father of Rea—
son (Good Mind), as the true originator of
the Right Law (Righteousness), as the Gove—
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THE RELIGION OF ZARATHUSHTRA

To be able to understand and appreciate cor—
rectly the meaning and spirit of the Gathas, it
is incumbent on us to study shortly the princi-
ples of the religion of Zarathushtra.

AHURA MAZDA

«Ahura Mazda, by thy spirit, which is
ever the same!»

With these words the Almighty Spirit is
greeted in the Gathas as the Lord of Creation, the
ons Supreme Being, immune from all change thr—
ough eternity. To the sole Supreme Being, Zara—
thushtra gave the name Ahura Mazda, the Wise
Lord, by changing the Aryan name for the Lord,
Asura (as is even known in the Vedas of the
Brahmins to—day ) ,into Ahura, and adding Mazda,
the All—knowing, to it- Ahura Mazda is closely
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tra of bloody sacrifices. He says:

«They incur thy displeasure, O Ahura
Mazda, who, with shouts of joy, draw the cow

to the altar for sacrifice.»

In Yasna 48.10, he speaks against the use
of intoxicating drinks in religious ceremonies.

«When, O Ahura Mazda, when shall the
nobles turn to the path of righteousness?
When shall this filthy evil of drink be upr-
ooted by them, the evil of drink through
which the evil-minded lords of the land, so
utterly deceive the people of the world?»
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THE UNIQUE MERIT OF THE GATHAS

Amongst the books of practically all the
religions of the world, the Holy Gathas are a
unique work which does not deal on the face of
it with mysterious rites or supernatural mir—
acles. Zarathushtra says in substance:

«Ahura Mazda has created me to show
the Right Path to the people of the world,
and I for the sake of the Mission had obtained

my instruction from the Spirit of the Good
Mind.»

It is especially noteworthy that the princi—
ples of Zarathushtra's religion are simple, pure
and untainted: Zarathushtra is vehemently oppo—
sed to the use of all sacrifices and alcoholic
drinks which were universally prevalent in the
religious rituals of the time. In Yasna 32, we
have evidence of the prohibition by Zarathush-
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the prayers for particular occasions. Many man—
uscripts of the Khordeh Avesta contain prayers
which are not to be found in others and is about
the prayers during the various parts of the day
and during the important days of the month, or
other ceremonial days during the year and on
occasions, pleasant or otherwise, in one's life,
as on investing children with Sedreh and Kushti,

on marriages, etc., etc.

«We praise the pious woman, Well—versed
in good thoughts, words, and deeds, well-
educated, honouring the husband, holy and

bounteous. We praise the pious Man, well-
versed in good thoughts, words, and deeds,

steadfast in piety, and the holy lord of the
ritual. (Khordeh Avesta)

THE VANDIDAD

The word «Vandidad» is the present form of
the ancient Avestan word Vidaeva—data, meaning
regulations to oppose the evil. Vandidad isnot
being read és a prayer book. Its contents are
multifarious. Some parts of it is the codes of the

ancient people before Zarathushtra:
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book by itself. It can be said to bea collection
supplementary to the Yasna and at the time of
religious ceremonies, they are never recited
independently of the Yasnas. They are usually
recited at the timeof the six religious festivals
of the Gahanbar.

THE YASHTS

The Avestan word for it is Yashti, and it
comes from the same source as Yasna, meaning
nomage and prayer offerings. Yasnas are gensral
prayers, but the Yashts are for offering prayers
to the Almighty, and to the Ameshaspands. Al1th—
ough the Yashts are not to be found written in
any known poetic metre, yet the words are bala—
nced and the style is poetic, and the thoughts
and ideas are noble and sublime. Some of the
Yashts are very ancient. In all there are 21
Yashts, some of which are small and some rather
long .

THE KHORDEH AVESTA

These prayers are substantially compiled
from the larger Avesta, only necessary changes
being made in the beginning and the end to adjust
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consist of 72 chapters, which are called Haitl
or as at present called Ha. Out of these 72 cha—
pters, 17 chapters or Haitis, contain the Gathas
and 1s considered the most ancient and precious
portion of the Avesta. Apart from the evidence
supplied by history, and theantiquity of the
language of the Gathas and the ancient tradi-—
tions, and the assertions made in the Avesta, it
is quite manifest from the Gathas themselves,
that a good portion of its contents proceeded
from the mouth of the great founder of the rel—
igion himself. On sixteen occasions Zarathush—
tra mentions his own name in the Gathas and

1t can be observed that it 1is not mentioned
in the way asis usually to be found 1in the
rest of the Avesta. These poems however beatr no
resemblance to modern Persian poetry. It isnot
only now tnat the Gathas are considered the hol—
jest portion of the Avesta. Rather from very
ancient times, the Gathas were'held in great
regard and esteem as being the ausplicious proa-.
ouncement of Holy Zarathushtra bimself.

THE VISPARAD

The Visparad or Visparat is compounded of

two Avestan words, Vispa—ratavo, meaning ¢ the
all great ones». The Visparad 1s not a separate



THE AVESTA

The modern Avesta (the sacred book of the
Zoroastrians) comprises four portions or books.
The first is the Yasna, the second,the Visparad,
the third, the Yashts and the fourth, the Khor—
deh Avesta. No manuscript has come down to us
from ancient times which contains together a1l
these four portions.

THE YASNA

The Yasna is the largest portion of the
present Avesta. The word Yasna has been used
incessantly in the Avesta. It means worship,
praise, offering, supplication, and humble reli-
gious service. The word Jashn, which in modern
times means festival, 1s derived from the same
word Yasna of the Avesta. The Yasnas are recited
particularly at religious ceremonies . They
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Zarathushtra. In the Farvardin Yasht, para 98,
three sons of Zarathushtra are named, «Esatvas—
tra, Urvatatnara, and Hvarachithra - In modern
literature, the Zoroastrianscall them Esadv—
astar,Urvatadnar and khurshidchehr. The Farv—
ardin Yasht also makes mention of three daugh—
ters in para 1389, as Freni, Thriti and Pouruch —
ista .

In the Gathas, Zarathushtra hopes and prays
for a great and mighty king, who would chastise
the marauding tribes, free the poor peasants from
the risk of pillage and the tyranny of the noma—
dic raiders. In truth,he prepared the ground for
the world-conquest of Cyrus and Darius.

It cannot be denied that the Iranians say
with pride that the Prophet of Iran was the
first one to guide mankind to Light and to the
worship of the One Supreme Being. Before him or
after him none has come forth the Aryan race
claiming to bring a message from the Divinity.
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ssed her with the wealth of truth because
of the pure faith she possesses.»

His own daughter Pouruchista, Zarathush-
tra gave in marriage to Jamaspa. Several stanzas
op Yasna 53 refer to the wedding of his daughter.
In stanza 3 of the said Yasna, the father of the
bride, the Prophet of Iran says:

«O Pouruchista, a scion of the clan of
Spitama, youngest daughter of Zarathushtra!

With the help of the Good Mind and Truth
and Ahura Mazda, I have selected for you as
your mate, Jamaspa the follower of the Fai—
th. Now go, consult your own judgment and
with the guidance of the Good Mind, fulfil
the destiny of a righteous and pure chara-
cter:»

Referring to the wedding of Pouruchista,
we have stated that the father calls her as bel-
onging to the family of Spitama. According to
the traditions, Spitama was the ninth lineal
ancestor of Zarathushtra. As we have observed
above, Zarathushtra calls Pouruchista ¢ the
youngest of the daughters of Zarathushtra-.
From that it is apparent that he had other dau—
ghters too. The rest of the Avesta and Pahlavi
books agsign three sons and three daughters to
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Because the work of his mission did not
progress well in his native land, or because he
was pursued by powerful enemies, Zarathushtira
with a few followers betook himself to the court
of Gushtasp, the King of Eastern Iran. The name

of the king in the Gathas themselves is Vishta —
spa, who is mentioned four times. But because of

the similarity of the name with that of the fa—
ther of Darius, we must not assume them to be
that of one and same person. Like many other
names, this too, may have been the many a diffe—
rent individual. In history too we come across
several Vishtaspas or Hystaspes. From the proofs
in hand, 1t is apparent that during a period over
3000 years till to—day, this name Vishtaspa ( or
Gushtasp) is a very common one among the Ira—
nians .

At the courtof Vishtaspa, Zarathushtra
gathered on his side Frashaoshtra and his bro—
ther Jamaspa, who wers the ministers of Vishta—
spa. He married the daughter of Frashaoshtra-In
Yasna 51, para 17, he refers to his union in the
following words:

«¢The fair and priceless daughter of
Frashaoshtra has been given to me in marr-
iage. The Omnipotent Mazda Ahura has ble-

B



ZARATHUSHTRA (ZOROASTER)

From the words of Zarathushtra himself in
the Gathas, we shall see how far we can gather
materialsabout his life. First it can be percetved
that Zarathushtra did not come from the east of
Iran, but sought refuge from the west to the east
of the land. This can be seen from Yasna 46 sta-

nzas I and 2. He says :

« To what land shall I betake myself?
Where shall I take refuge ? The leaders and
nobles are deserting me : the peasants 100
please me not, nor the rulers, for they side
with Untruth. What can I do that may ple—
ase Thee, O Ahura Mazda!l know why my
work dnes not progress well. I cry and
complain to Thee,0 Ahura Mazda! Behold,
come to my help, as a friend cometh toa
friend’'st»
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of religious ideas. At times, however, this fund-
amental principle of the essentially monotheis-
tic creed was lost sight of and people's revere—
nce for the great powers of nature degenerated
into nature-worship and the adoration and pro—
pitiation of gods many and lords many.

Zarathushtra came and with one extraordi—
nary effort dethroned all the manifold gods of
the Aryan Pantheon, and refused to recognise
anyone but the One Ahura Mazda as the object of
his worship, and gave a complete go-by to the
ancient ways and manners of worship.
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ided over by invisible intelligences. In return
for the bounties they respectively conferred,
these deified elements were entitled to man's ado-
ration and homage, which took the form of pray-
ers and offerings, including sacrifice of cattle
and fowl.

The empire of the beneficent intelligences
was not, however, absolute. Stricken by natural
calamities, such as earthquakes and storms, and
smitten by disease and pestilence, man soon found
himself face to face with malevolent agencies
that appeared to contest the authority and thw—
art the beneficent work of the powers for good.
The deification of natural powers was accompa—
nied by the personification of man’s owD good
and evil qualities. Virtue and vice appeared to
have been fostered by some good or evil genius.
Thus man had as many ministering angels toadore
as devils to denounce and fiends to fight -

It was not so always. The traditional form
of Aryan belief, the belief, in fact, of the ancient
Iranians and the people of all the cther branches
of the Aryan stock, was ¢from nature to nature’s
God.» The idea underlying this belief was that
of an omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent
Creator of the Universe. «From nature to nature’s
God» was thus but a logical step in the evolution
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THE BACKGROUND OF THE CREED

In the dim old days the Aryan ancestors of
the present—day Parsis and Hindus lived toge-
ther for long ages in a region which we have no
means of locating definitely. When they thus
kept together as one race and spoke the same
language, the religion of the land was the reli-
gion of the race. The fiend of discord, however,
caused a Tift in the lute. OwWing to a change of
thought among the members of that happy family
there was a cleavage. One of the sections migrated
to Iran and the other to India.

Man then lived with nature. Upon the phys—
ical forces around him he depended for food and
shelter. To him those forces appeared to be puls-
ating with life. The sun, the moon, the stars and
the clouds above, the earth, the springs, the riv—

ers and the tress below, were, he believed, pres-
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