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hardly any poor family in his town, which had not been the recipient
of his favours and kind help at one time or another. His generosity
was proverbial.  As a man of letters. he made his mark felt far and
wide throughout the country and his authority as a man of letters was
scarcely challenged, On one occasion when a celebrated Persian
poet of Iranian extraction Shaikh Ali Hazin challenged Shah Ajmal,
after a good deal of literary dabate, Shah Ajmal was found to be
correct.

He has successfully followed the style of great Persian poets
like Saa’di, Bafiz, & Khusrau, The most creditable thing about
Indian scholars of Persian of whom Shah Ajmal was one, was their
command of the Persian language, though it could hardly have been
the mother tongue of any Indian poet or writer at the time when
Shah Ajmal lived. It was their minute and thorough study of the
language which has made their names immortal in the annals of
Persian literature. As far as his ideas, are concemed they arc original,
and unparalelled,

Shah Ajmal’s nume and fame during his life time reached its
height. However, due to the political vicissitudes, his services to
Persian literature fell into oblivion as English was made the offlcial
language of India. More and more people took to its study with
the result that the younger generations of India soon became oblivions
of their rich cultural heritage.

After the attainnmient of independence, India paid special
attention to restore ard to strenghthen the cultural relations between
India and Iran, which once existed befcre the British rule in this
country. I have tried to bring to light the fruits of the literary effort
of this esteemed Indian scholar of Persian language and literature.
I hope that this humble effort of mine might provide some material
and aid to researchers who are engaged in unecarthing the literary
treasures of our forebears during the middle ages.

I do not find appropriate words to adequately express my
feelings of deep gratitude and sincere thanks to my supetvisor
Professor Muhammad Rafiq. former Head of Arabic and Persian
Department, University of Allahabad, whose able guidance and
supervision enabled me to complete this work.

1 would also like to express my sincere thanks to the University



named after Shah Ajmal is a very important one. This ‘Daira’ produ-
ced a number of great Sufis and Persian writers. The ancestor of Shah
Ajmal whose contribution forms the subject of my thesis, was Shah
Afzal who was the first to come to Alladadad and settle there. He
belonged to a noble family of saints- and eminent scholars. After
family had settled down at Allahabad, it contributed a lot to Persian
literature. Between Shah Afzal and Shah Ajmal there were a number
of distinguished scholars who were greatly respected and honoured
not only by common but also by the ruling class. Shah Nasir,
father of Shah Ajmal, was a distinguished Sufi and a man of letters.
Shah Ajmal lost his father at a very early age. He was brought up by
his cousin ‘Shah Ghulam Qutub Uddin Musib, who was himself a
celebrated writer of Persian prose and verse. It was at his fect
that Shah Ajmal received his literary training. He was given the best
education, which could be available in those days. During his
boyhood he began to compose poetry. a pursuit which lasted till
the end of his life.

Shah Ajmal can easily be accepted as one of the leading Persian
poets in Northern India in those days.  He tried his pen at all the
literary genres including gasidas, mathnavis, love songs, quatrains and
short poems. During his life time, he was the greatest literary figure
of Allahabad, He was also acknowledged as a great mystic. He lived
in times of great troubles and was sometimes out of favour of the
ruling class. that certainly perturbed him but he soon regained their
favour and was in very good terms with both Emperor of Dethi and
the Nawab of Awadh. Whencver Shujauddaulah the Nawab of Awadh
came to Allahabad in connection with some official work. he did not
fail to meet Shah Ajmal. The Emperor of Delhi also had great
regard for him. Shah Ajmal recogunised this fact by praying for
the emperor and praising him to a certain extent. It is to be borne
in mind that Shah Ajmal like a good Sufi and saintly man, did not
attach himself to any worldly ruler, though he did acknowledge the
favours received by him from the ruler of the day.

Shah Ajmal was undonbtedly great both as a man and as poet.
Asa man he made it his point to help all his poor ncighbours
and fellow men. Love for one’s fellow beings is one of the most
important and basic teachings of Sufism was his hallmark. There was



PREFACE

Persian was the offlcial and the literary language of India for
nearly a millennium. During this long period a number of poets
and writers arose who made valuable contributions to Persian
literature. There was hardly any city or important town which did
not have its poets or writers. Allahabad too had a large share in this
contribution. When the Muslims conquered this region. this city or
district did not bear its present name, which was given to it by
Emperor Akbar. 1t was during his reign that this city began to
assume importance. The Muslims had preached and settled in this
district and it was Manikpur which was the seal of the government
during the pre- Moghal times. This town produced a number of
Persian scholars and poets as well as Sufis who wrote in Persian.
Among them Shah Kerak, Qazi Yaqub Manikpuri deserve particular
mention. Under the Moghals this ancient town which has always been
a seat of culture almost from times immemorial, became a centre of
Sufism and alongwith it that of Persian literature. Sufism, as is
irrespective of well known, is mainly a Persian cult. That is why its
exponents have been either Persians themselves or men who had
adopted Persian culture, whether they were Turks, Afghans or
Indians. Hence the Sufis played a lecading role in the development of
Persian Literature.

Under the Moghals and particularly during the reign of Shah-
jahan a number of centres of Sufi teaching were established in this
city. Such centres were known in Allahabad as ‘Dairas’ which was
Persian translation of the Sanskrit term ‘“Mandal’. That was obviously
due to the predominant Hindu influence. Allahabad was particularly
chosen by the Sufi preachers as a field of their activity, Hence we find
a number of monasteries established in Altahabad. These mouasteries
or ‘Dairas’ can be divided into two categories, the major and the
minor.

I have confined my attention to the major ‘Dairas’ of which that





