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The Polish Archaeological Mission team in Iran
owe a special debt of gratitude to His Excellency
Mr. W. Smidowski, Ambassador of Poland to

Iran, and to the members of the embassy staff
in Tehran for their constant interest and friendly
assistance.
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has been hewn wherever necessary to create a
cubic shape. Adjacent to the reservoir are several
steps leading to the Chahar Tagq.

The isolation of this monument, apparently
not associated with any important settlement,
increases the difficulty of establishing a context
that would enable us to understand its original
purpose. However the presence of the water
reservoir indicates the users of the place had to
collect the water instead of drawing it directly
from the stream. Due to its functionality common
domestic use has to be rejected, which leaves
two possibilities for consideration: ceremonial
or military use. The latter could have been
considered acceptable if the building was
strategically positioned, but must be excluded
because there was no road in the neighbourhood
across the mountains. The presence of at least
two largesplatforms (most likely, originally they
were four) in the central room of Chahar Taq also
tends not to support this hypothesis.

However, these platforms as well as the water
reservoir match up very well with the ritual
requirements of a Zoroastrian temple cult.
Zoroastrians do not only make offerings to
water but it is also poured on the ground before
a sacrifice or at the beginning of certain acts
of worship. Water is also used as means of
purification. The hypothesis that a temple of
fire had been constructed and maintained here,
though very plausible, should be supported by
further data. There is also the question of the type
of fire temple that was constructed in this special
place where the regular presence of worshippers

was rather a remote possibility.

The location of such a temple on the mountain or
hill may have been dictated by an ancient Iranian
tradition of ascent to high places for communal
worship.

This tradition persists and mountain sanctuaries
for festive gatherings have been constructed in
ancient times (Takht-e Suleiman, Kuh-e Kwajah)
as well as in the last century by the Zoroastrians
of Yazd. However as an ever-burning fire needs
constant fuel and its servitors likewise require
sustenance, there could never have been a
question of establishing eternal fires at remote
inaccessible sites. Indeed, the access to the
Khune-ye Div whilst difficult, is still attainable,
especially walking along the Rivand River bed,
from the village of Rivand onwards.

Thus, if the function of the building called
Khune-ye Div as a temple of fire is to be
accepted, its use as a pilgrimage centre has to
be considered. If the premise is correct that
the ruins called Khune-ye Div constituted
a temple of fire and a pilgrimage centre, it is
also possible that this could be the remains
of the temple of Adur Burzen Mihr, one of
the three greatest Zoroastrian fire temples.
According to the Zoroastrian Pahlavi scripture,
the Great Bundahishn, the fire had been placed
in the temple established on Mount Revand by
Vishstaspa himself. The identification of the
ruins of Khune-ye Div with temple of Adur
Burzen Mihr, however very attractive, has to be
confirmed by more indisputable evidences.









walls set on stone bases.

For the late Sassanid period of the site occupation,
there are evidences of intensive wine production
here. The remains of four wine presses were found
in difterent parts of the site. The best prescerved
construction conststs of a large rectangular

basin with a treading floor, a scttling basin and
collecting jar. The castern part of the installation
was destroyed by a bulldozer: however careful
cleaning of the remains enabled a reconstruction
of 1ts size (2.40-2.56 x 4.30 m). The walls were

constructed from stones linked by a mortar

[OE A oot

composed of muddy soil mixed with gypsum.

The heights of the preserved walls measure between
55-110 ¢m. Also preserved is a treading floor with a
gutter about 8 cm deep that was covered by a thick
layer of white plaster. The floor was inclined toward
a gutter opening of 8 cm diameter located in the

middle of the west wall and leading to a smaller
basin (1.16 x 0.90 x 0.30 m) sunk in plastered
floor arca. The length of this arca matched that
of the treading floor (2.40 m). whereas its width
was .20 m. The floor of the basin was situated
only about 8 cm below the level of the treading












in Estahan of which only one is of a military
individual. In Qazvin there are 40 graves of
which 29 were civilian. In Khoramshahr there are
5 graves belonging to Polish soldiers. In Mashhad
there exist some 29 graves.

Lasty in Ahwaz at the last point of their stay 1n
Iran prior to departing to other places in the world
in their thousands, these long-suftering oppressed
people lost 102 souls that are buried there. and out
of which 22 were military personnel. So the total
number of registered graves in various parts of

[ran number 2.836. This then was a sad summary
ol the slowly forgotten sojourn of the Poles in Iran.

In conclusion, despite the facts that these two
countrics arc physically scparated by a great
distance. have major differences in their languages
and their religions, if we compare them to cach
other, we can sull discern many commonalities
between them. For example both countries, due to
theirsensitive geographicallocation, have suftered
from the attacks of major powers and from their

proximity to covetous and greedy nerghbours. but
in both countries. the imdependence loving spirit
of their peoples ensured that through the ups and
downs of their countrics histories. they managed
to regain their freedom and unity.

The good cultural. cconomic, and political
relations between these two countries that was
initiated many centurics ago. has more or less
remained alive and the governments and peoples
of both nations arc happy to sce its continuity
in so much that those responsible are briefed to
encourage and expand thesc tics.

The Sccond World War, despite all its horritic
conscquences and the ugly picture that it left
behind, however managed to bring the hearts of the
two nations of Poland and Iran closcr together.

The close cooperation between  the  deeply
cultured, guest loving. and modest  lrantan
alongside the hardworking and highly ambitious
Pole must result in a strong unity.



Of course this phenomenon was greeted by
opposition by Iranian families who were for the
most part very traditional. However over time

these objections were overcome.

During their short sojourn in Iran, the Poles
undertook some cultural works that commenced
with the printing ot ncws articles concerning
different cevents ot interest to the Iranian
population. They cnded up by publishing
cight newspapers which in that time managed
to inform a segment of the news hungry
population about their surrounding world’s
news without censorship. Amongst the Polish
immigrants there also were learned individuals
who, after they had been in Iran for a while
and had regained a relative tranquility, initiated
some scientific discourses in cultural centres
of Tran. The fruit of these endcavours was
the establishment of “The Society for Iranian
Studies™. and the renowned three volume book,
entitled “lranian Studies™ that act as worthy
memories of that era. Of the bright and active
personages of this movement we can point to
Franciszek Machalski. Afthough with the exit of
these individuals from Iran atter the end of the
Sccond World War, the activities ot the society
stopped after some three years. the course of
[rantan studies that had commenced many years
before, continued with the same sertousness in
Polish universities and continues to this day.

The Second World War finally ended on the 8th
ot May 1945, and in its wake bore a heavy burden
for Poland. More than one half million of its male
and female mititary activists and more than 6

million of its innocent non-military populace, or
22% of its total population lost their lives in this
war. After the end of the war a great number of
Polish nationals never returned to their homeland
but took up residence in various countries all over
the world.

Of these some 300 preferred to remain in Iran
and set up households with Iranian nationals. The
progeny of these marriages is a generation that
can be looked upon as a spiritual bridge between
the two countries.

Then again perhaps we can point to the Polish
mausoleums that remain n Iran as a document
to their stay here. The memory ot the three and
a half year sojourn of morc than 100,000 Poles
in Iran, from suckling babies to the clderly and
from the military to the cultured and learned, can
be seen in these graves of those who tor various
reasons died here. The first of these permanent
resting places for the tired and miscrable
travellers is located in the port city of Anzali in
which some 639 souls arc buried of which 163
were military personnel. In terms of numbers.
this graveyard ranks second. Tehran, with three
Polish graveyards has the highest number of the
departed. The most important of thesc is Doolab
in which 1,937 individuals rest in peace and of
which 409 persons were military personnel.

In the English Cemetery in Gholhak 10 Polish
graves exist which belong to Polish soldiers
who lost their hives in Hamedan and were later
transferred here. In the Jewish cemetery there are
56 Polish graves. There are also I8 Polish graves



the Polish community. By working in Iranian
restaurants and hotels, the Polish immigrant
population managed to increase the patronage of
both Iranian and foreign customers. Some of the
Polish female domestics, who worked for notable
ladies of society, taught them Western modes of
make-up and fashion. In many cases these Polish

At the same time Polish personnel was also
in hot demand by foreign companies working
in Iran. This further increased the presence of
Poles within the city and the increased demand
for their services resulted in the Government
of Iran issuing temporary residence permits
for them. One of the positive reasons for

Polish children during a Christian Communion ceremony in Esfahan

ladies were much better educated than their
employers or had been professionals in Poland.

A number of Polish ladies took up sewing to make
ends meet and made custom clothing including
some for the military.

Poles remaining in Iran as residents was
marriage. Whilst the marriage of Polish
women sometimes took place with other
Poles or with foreign allied troops, in most
cases these women attracted Iranian men of
both Muslim and non-Muslim faith.
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Iran these children, apart from receiving ordinary
school education, were also taught various
artisan crafts such as carpet weaving, silver, and
copper engraving. A book that still exists today
entitled “Esfahan: The City of Polish Children™
which was published in both English and Polish,
recounts the memories ot these very children who
after leaving Iran, wrote this book in England.
Additionally a group of such children, numbering

movements in and out of the refugee camps,
the Polish immigrant presence within the city
increased. This group of immigrants, consisting
mostly of women and girls, were seen trequently
on the streets, and in bazaars and cafes. Whilstit is
true that a small number of these ladies entertained
the troops, this was not true ot the large majority.
A number of Polish women worked in domestic
capacities in the houses of rich Iranians or foreign

A group of Polish schoolgirls in Esfahan

some 773. was sent on to New Zealand and still
to the present time remember their sojourn in [ran
with fondness.

During the three plus years that the Poles were
in [ran, they managed to establish good relations
with the ordinary people. With the extension
of their stay in Iran and the lack of control on

nationals in Tehran. A greater number of them,
who were always well turned out, were employed
as secretaries and interpreters in oftices, worked -
in laboratories as technicians, or were employed
as nurses in hospitals. With their entry into city
life, there was a surge in their cultural activities
such as musical concerts and Polish plays. These
programmes were in most cascs done to aid






the Iranians from being gracious hosts to their

guests.

The departure of Polish immigrants from the
Soviet Union and their entry into Iran was carried
out under the direction of General Anders. This
exodus took place via two routes and in three

personnel along with 11,000 children travelled by
boat from Krasnovodsk to Anzali.

In Anzali the first refugee camps were set up on
the shores of the Caspian Sea in order to attend to
the health and hygienc issues of the immigrants.
This was because during their incarceration in

Polish orphans at a school i Lstahan directed by the Chiristian nuns

phases. The first route was via the Russian port of
Krasnovodsk to the Iranian port of Anzali on the
Caspian Sea. The second route was via Ashgabat
to Bajgiran and then to Mashhad. The first phase
of this immigration took place in March and
April 1942 during which period 30,000 military

the Soviet Union, their welfare had been grossly
neglected. On the 25th of April 1942 the first
truck-load of immigrants was transferred from
Anzali to Qazvin. In Qazvin a temporary guest
house was prepared to host 1,400 persons and
after a short rest period, they werc moved to
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during the month of June 1941. Although no
exact numbers have ever been provided for this
forced migration of Polish nationals to the Soviet
Union, according to the best available information
the numbers involved are estimated to have been
somewhere between 1.2 to 1.5 million persons.
Of these souls, many, who could not cope with
the hard working conditions in the forced labour

demonstrated Hitler’s treachery to his former
partner Stalin, the world’s strategic calculations
were altered. In the course of negotiations
between the Russians, anti-fascist countries, and
the Polish government in exileled by General
Sikorski concerning the establishment of a
Polish army to fight against the Germans, all of
the Polish prisoners held in Russia were released.

The Birth Certificate of a child born to a Polish immigrant in Esfahan

camps, perished therein. It is estimated that those
who died in this manner numbered upwards of
half a million individuals.

With Germany’s surprise attack on the Soviet
Union in 1941, which coincidentally fell on the
anniversary of Napoleon’s attack on Russia and

It was decided that
would travel to their final destinations via Iran

these released prisoners

and thus came about the entwinement of the
Polish immigrants with Iran.

Although the cultural, economic, military, and
political relationship between the two countries






number of applicants for Iranian studies and
candidates for post graduate studies at the Institute
of Oriental Studies. The
culture in Poland is also apparent in the number

interest in  Persian
of persons interested in learning the language.
These are individuals from outside the university
or students from other faculties. The number of
people wishing to learn Persian grows every
year. Two years ago the Iranian Studies Unit
organised only one course group. In the coming
academic year employees of Iranology will teach
tour such groups.

Another form of cooperation with Iran undertaken
by the University i1s the organization of Polish-
Iranian seminars and conferences. They definitely
are an inspiration for new activities, sharing
expericnce, making new contacts and developing
Polish-Iranian scientific collaboration.

An example of such a seminar was, among
others, the Jubilee of 1,000th Anniversary of
Avicenna’s birth, a distinguished Iranian scholar,
initiated by the World Peace Council in 1951.
That anniversary was honoured around the world
with numerous publications, conferences and
sessions. One of significant scientific events was
the international congress dedicated to Avicenna,
organised in Tchran from 21st to 30th of April
1951.

Scholars from around the world took part 1n this
event, and among them was Professor Ananiasz
Zajaczkowski from the Oriental Studies Institute.
The millennium jubilee was an impulse to take up
more extensive studies of Avicenna’s heritage.

Today both Iranian and Polish universities still
organise such conferences. The international
conferences dedicated to Moulana Jalaladin Rumi,
that was organised by the Warsaw University in
November 2007, 1s worth mentioning.

Development of rescarch on Iran fully answers the
demand of the contemporary world. A need to
undertake even more extensive studies becomes
morc and more apparent, to explain complicated
issues, seemingly unfathomable phenomena and
notions characteristic to certain cultures. It is also
about education and nurturing a spirit of respect for
another culture and its heritage in future generations.
All this is of utmost importance to encouraging good
relations in the field of diplomacy, commerce and
culture. It constitutes a basis for those contacts. We
may risk a statement that without the work of the
universities and proper institutional forms created by
it, Polish-Iranian relations would not be complete.

Thercfore today universities, as state institutions
that act outside political considerations, have
a grand role to play in nurturing Polish-Iranian
contacts. It must be added that in recognition
of the gravity of research of the Orient, this
year Warsaw University raised the rank of the
Oriental Studies Department into an Institute.
Undoubtedly the precondition of good relations
is to their mutual benetit. Not only should Iran
and Persian culture be continually and more and
more propagated in Poland, but Polish culture
should be popularised in Iran. It would detinitely
contribute to the establishment of institutions
tocused on studies of Polish culture in Iranian
universities.



by the Warsaw University are numerous Polish
publications on Iran. Especially the three-volume
Persji” by Professor B. Skladanek
deserves a mention here. It covers a period from

“Historia

the beginnings of the Persian statehood until the
end ofthe Pahlavidynasty. Itisthe first publication
of its kind n Polish. Researches by Professor
Maria Sktadankowa also bore fruit in numerous
books and articles. The most prominent of them is
an extensive monographic work “Kultura Perska”
published in Warsaw in 1995 where the author
follows major paradigms of the Persian culture
across centuries. A serics of course books for
Polish learners of the Persian language is another
significant achievement (**Persian for Beginners”,
“Colloquial Persian™ ., “Persian of Journalism”,
“Technical and Administration Persian™).

During almost 75 years of the Institute of
Oriental Studies at the Warsaw University many
publications have been issued in the field of
other disciplines of science. They undoubtedly
constitute interesting material not only for
researchers but also important material for
political scientists, diplomats and all enthusiasts

of Persian culture.

Another notable effect of researches conducted at
the Warsaw University 1s an impressive number
of works translated from Persian into Polish, e.g.
“Historia suttana Masuda” by Abulfazl Bajhaki
translated by Professor B. Sktadanek.

Philological traditions dominant in the first
period of development of Iranian studies, in order
to give way to other new culture study directions,

are nowadays continued by younger generation of
Iranianscholars whotake up translations of Persian
literature, both classical and contemporary, into
Polish (Jalaloddin Rumi, Sohrab Sepehri, Baba
Taher, Ferdowsi).

Furthermore, endeavours have begun to translate
Polish literature into Persian. The grandest of
those endeavours are translations of selected
works by Maria Pawlikowska-Jasnorzewska
and poetry by Wistawa Szymborska. That way,
thanks to efforts of Polish Iranian scholars. not
only Poles have the opportunity to know Persian
literature, Iranians also may enjoy Polish culture
and sensitivity.

Research and scientific activity at the University
are definitely paths leading to mutual learning of
cultures which contribute to cementing Polish-
Iranian relations. Cultivating those contacts also
requires education of competent specialists in
culture, religion, history and literature. And
here again the role of the universities cannot be
overrated. For nearly 75 years of the Oriental
Studies Institute’s history, many generations
of Polish Iranian scholars have been educated.
Among them are not only qualified translators
and scholars connected with Academia but also
diplomats, political scientists and journalists.
They often represent institutions which have
direct impact on creation of public opinion and
international relations.

It is also worth mentioning that in recent years
interest in Iran and Persian culture has been
growing which is evident in the increasing
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focus mainly on the development of the Iranian
researches at the Institute of Oriental Studies at
the Warsaw University.

In 1971 the University of Warsaw established
the Department of Turkish and Iranian Studies
and for the first time ever, a separate recruitment
was organised for those specialisations. In the
years 1975-1996 the Iranian Studies were one of
research and didactic fields at the Middle East
Unit. In 1996 the Warsaw University set up the
[ranian Studies Unit, headed by Professor Maria
Skfadankowa. That day marked the beginning
of independent organisational development of
the [ranian Studies at the Warsaw University
Oriental Studies Department. This was one of the
most important moments in the development of
Iranian research in Warsaw. A separate institution
was established within the framework of the
University which concerned itself with studies
of Iran. Establishment of the Iranian Studies,
and later its further development, may easily
be viewed as an important step in building and
nourishing the Polish-Iranian cooperation.

Development of the Iranian studies in various
directions is of great significance here. The
Warsaw University gradually departed from
language study which was still pursued at the
Jagiellonian University. With time the study of
literature, culture and history of Iran gradually
developed in Warsaw.

Studies of literature were conducted by Professor
Maria Sktadankowa who undertook a study
of Hafez’s poetry and in broader sense of the

oriental theory of literature, as well as the Iran
Sktadankowa,  during
the almost 40 years of her academic life, has

mythology.Professor

concentrated mainly on Persian literature as
a form of expressing a world view specific to
the Persian culture and its symbolism, closely
connected to philosophical and religious thought
of this cultural circle.

From the very start, simultancously with the
studies which were focused on the Persian
literature and culture, researches in the field
of Iranian history were also undertaken by the
pioneering Bogdan Skiadanek, a specialist,
scholar and authority on medicval history of
Iran. Bogdan Skfadanek also did researches into
other areas: forms of proprietorship in Muslim
countries, economic relations between Iran and
Europe, the Persian state structure as well as
Shiite religious issues.

With time the Iran studies also covered regions
belonging to the Persian cultural influence,
including Afghanistan. Those are conducted by
Professor Jolanta Sierakowska-Dyndo. In her
studies of interdisciplinary character she deals
with normative-axiological aspects of Afghan
tradition, social function of Sufism and social and
political phenomena taking place in contemporary
Afghanistan.

Persian comparative musicology and archetypical
notions and their understanding in the culture
of Iran and Afghanistan were developed within
the framework of Iranian studies. Some notable
effects of the scientific researches carried out



was made possible as a separate rescarch school
and specialisation. Admittedly, the Iranian studies
as an independent department, was established
relatively late.

[t only came into being at the Warsaw University
in 1996. Nevertheless the Iranian studies had been

made an independent specialisation much earlier

Ananiasz Zajaczkowski on the translation of
selected Ghazals of Hafez. Kowalski’s work
was posthumously published after the war in
an unfinished form, as two-volume “Studia nad
Shahname™ (“Studies on Shahnameh,” Krakow
1952-1953). Though unfinished, Studia together
with Zajaczkowski's translation of ghazals are
important for the period. during which Iranology

U niversity of Warsaw

at both universities.

During the Second World War, when all official
scholarly activity was banned two specialists in
Turkish studies, Professors Tadeusz Kowalski and
Ananiasz Zajaczkowski, onc in Cracow, the other
in Warsaw, took up Iranian philology problems.
Kowalski Shahname,

Tadeusz worked on

became separate from and independent of Turkish
and Arabic studies, as both of the above mentioned
works are purely concerned with studies of Iran.

The first post-war years brought a slow but
systematic evolution of Iranian studies into
an independent discipline. Since the author
represents the Warsaw University the article will



studies date back to the pre-war period. Before
the Second World War, Cracow was the most
influential centre of Polish Middle East studies.
It greatly affected the establishment of the
University of Warsaw Institute of Oriental Studies
in 1930. Both centres grew under the influence of
two other schools which boasted oriental studies
—Vienna and Lvov. The Vienna school dealt with
studies of the Near East region which, due to the
presence of Islam, was viewed as homogenous in

school was represented by Professor Stanistaw
Schayer, organizer of the Institutec of Oriental
Studies in Warsaw University (1932) and its first
chairman, a scholar who linked Iranian studies
with Indology. The Vienna school was also
represented in Warsaw, in which Iranology was
an element of Islamic, or rather Turkish studies.
Initially all the Iranian researches and studies
in Warsaw University were carried out in the
Turkish Faculty which was set up in 1933. The

Jagiellontan University m Cracow

terms of culture. The Cracow centre was under
the influence of that school. The academic focus
was mainly on the issues of Islam.

On the other hand the Lvov school concentrated
particularly on linguistics and religion. The
studies of culture and history were combined
with the problems of Indology. while Islam was
given a somewhat lesser consideration. The

Persian language, apart from Turkish and Arabic,
was among the three languages taught at the time.
This created the possibility for the development
of later Iranian studies and researches. Initially
these studies were mostly language oriented.

The role of the universities in building conditions
of coopcration between Poland and Iran grew
even more when development of Iranian studies






and the mouth of Atrak river, form merely 1/5 of
the whole tribe. They breed cattle, fish sturgeon
for the Russians, they are involved in slave trade
and in piracy on the Caspian Sea. Chodzko does
not hold them in high esteem.

Goklan who are another Turkoman tribe, live,
according to Chodzko, in the upper run of the
Gorgan river and in Alborz mountains. Their
number is estimated at some 9,000 families.
Chodzko describes them as settled for about 60
years already, growing wheat and breeding silk
worms. They are the richest and the least barbaric
of all Turkoman tribes; they neither loot nor rebel
against the Qajar state, yet occasionally they serve
as spies and guides for their Teke neighbours in
their raids on Persian settlements, and therefore,
two hundred of them are permanently kept as
hostages at the Tehran court (p. 9).

Téké Turkomans split into two branches: Teke
Tejen (15,000 families) and Teke Aqgal (25,000
families). They occupy the territory north from
the casternmost parts of the Alborz chain, from
Kord-qal’e to Kalat. The Teke are more warlike
and venturesome than other Turkoman tribes, and
fighting Persians is their long tradition. They are
famous for their excellent horses (p. 10).

The Salur Turkomans, whose khan resides in

Sarakhs, are located between Kalat and the left
bank of the Morghab river, while the Sarik
Turkomans live on its right bank, close to the
ruins of the historical city of Marv. Those two
tribes neighbour the Uzbeks of Meymane and
with the Afghan Hazaras. Between the Hazaras
and the Uzbeks, at the border of the Khorasan and
Herat provinces, Chodzko states the presence of
some 5,000 nomad families of Chahar-oymagq
people, divided into the tribes of Hazare (having
nothing to do, as Chodzko believes, with the
Central Afghan Hazaras), Jemshidi, Teymuri and
Firuzkuhi. A large part of his report is devoted to
Boniyan Hezare, a leader of the Hezare Oymaq
tribe, a robber and a local hero, who successfully
fought Qajar troops in the Herat region at the
beginning of the 19th century. Chodzko wrote
down what he had heard about him from local
people, thus rescuing a piece of the little known,
oral history of the region at a time when Iran
still considered Herat a part of its territory.
The value of Chodzko’s data comes from their
author’s first hand experience and his inquiring
approach to Persian realities. What he quotes
in his articles in excerpts seems to be a part of
his more extensive travel diaries and field notes
taken during the years of his stay in lran. They
seem to have been originally written in Polish. If
they survived in any archive, they deserve to be
published 1n extenso.



-Chesti — a Persian tribe, 100 families

-Alekai — a Persian tribe , 100 families
-Karkhane — a Turkish tribe, 200 families
-Bakhtiars — a Persian tribe from Isphahan
resettled by Fath Ali-shah, 500 families, some of
them living with their cattle in fortified ruins of
Tappe-ye Hesarak, near Eyvan-e Key (p. 296).
500 more lived it the neighbouring province of
Khar which already belonged to Khorasan).

Altogether, Chodzko cstimates the number of
nomads in thc Varamin planes at about 5600
tamilics, i.c. 20 000 people.

Further on, in the province of Khar, whose centre
is Yatri, he notes thc presence of following
tribes:

-Oussanlu — 500 familics

-Alekai — 300 tamilies

-Kurds — 200 families (ibid., p302).

In his travel note Chodzko limits himself to
a makeshift list of tribes, not even precisely
identified, but even such a list gives us an idea
on the diversity of peoples and tribes south
from the Alborz mountain chain, being a result
of massive resettlements and translocations of
population from the Safavid to the Qajar times
on. In his report from Khorasan (Le Koragan...)
Chodzko gives a revuc and short characteristics
of its tribes as they were located in the thirties of
the 19th century, in the Perso-Turkmeno-Afghan
borderlands.

On the northern outskirts of Khorasan Chodzko.
again, reports a massive (some 60 000 families)

presence of Rishvand Kurds, settled there by
the Safavid dynasty, while the rest of the tribe
remained between Erzerum and Sharhezur in
Kurdistan (parts of this tribe were also mentioned
by himasliving in Gilanand Rudbar). As Chodzko
notes, Kurdish khans gained much influence in
the region, especially after the fall of Nader Shah
and the Zands. The cities of Shirvan, Bojnurd,
Chenaran and Samalgan were ruled by them.

But, most importantly, he speaks of Turkoman
nomads involved in the slave trade which, at that
epoch, was a widespread and lucrative business.

“All the slopes of the mountain chain which bend
towards the Caspian Sea, the Kipchak desert, Marv
and the Murgab river, give shelter to different
Turkoman tribes, who all indiscriminately are
called here Adem furouch, i.e. ‘men sellers’, or
‘traders of human meat™.” (Le Koracan..., p. 3).

According to Chodzko, the victims of slave
traders are mainly the Khorasanis, but also
Russians (whose price is twice that of an Iranian),
and their clients are the Uzbeks from Khiva,
Urganj and Bukhara, who own land but have
no knowledge of its cultivation and need skilled
farm hands. Religious differences between the
sunni Turkomans and shi’ite Iranians, add to the
hostility among both groups.

Out of the Turkish tribes of Gorgan and North
Khorasan, Chodzko estimates the Yamuts
(Yemoutes), to be the most numerous. 14,000
Yamut families who camp along the Caspian
shore, between the bay of Kuli-dera (Qoli-darre)



inter-marry with Muslims, differently from the
Muslims they did not give their girls in marriage
when still immature, they liked dogs, they never
killed ewes or other she-animals while pregnant,
and in general, they were hard-working people of
gentle nature, extremely honest, regularly paying
their debts and not interfering in others’ affairs.
(p. 117).

A short reference to this sect i1s also found in
Chodzko’s Specimens of Popular Poetry (p. 466):
“The Maraguis of Rudbari-Alemout carefully
conceal their mysterious religious rites from the
curiosity of those who are not initiated to them.
Many similar sects are to be found among the
Kurds.”

In his Specimens Chodzko deals briefly with
the eastern neighbours of the Gilakis, the
Mazandaranis, whose dialect is used “from the
river Pilorud to the mouth of the Karassou, which
separates Persia from the Turkoman Yemuts.”
(p- 454)

In the south-eastern corner of the Caspian shore
Chodzko observes a small community of Goudars
of some 3000-4000 families living between
Ashraf (Eshreft) and Astarabad, who “have their
secret creed, eat pork and speak a language quite
different from the Mazenderani™ (Specimens,
p. 466, note). They do not intermarry with the
Muslims and their main occupation is killing
wild boars which destroy the rice-fields of the
province. Chodzko supposes them to be a remnant
of the oldest population of the region, however,
they should be rather put in connection with the

Gujars — a Gypsy-type group of Indian origin
which lives in Afghanistan and Baluchistan. In
his field notes from an expedition in search for
the Caspian Pyles of Alexander the Great, made
together with Kpt. Rawlison on 18-24 February
1835, Chodzko briefly lists the tribes met on their
way from Tehran towards the Western fringes of
Khorasan, via Rey and Varamin. What interests
him most in this travel, are the ruins and traces
of ancient cities and strongholds, which might
have originated in the times of Alexander, but
besides, he reports on the population of the visited
places.

When proceeding from Varamin eastwards,
alongside the southern outskirts of the Alborz
mountains, Chodzko lists the nomad and semi-
nomad tribes camping in the plains around
Eyvan-e Key, some 6 farsakhs east from Varamin
(Les Pyles. p. 295). as follows:

-Kangarlu (Kenguerlou acc. to Chodzko) — Turks
transferred from Nakhchevan, 100 familics
(Chodzko mentions the shelters dug by them in
the ruins of a stronghold called Qal’e-ye Iraj (p.
293)

-Seilsupur — Anatolian Turks, 100 familics
-Hedavend — a Persian tribe from Luristan , 1 000
families

-Kurds—aPersian tribe from Shiraz and Khorasan,
1 000 families

-Arabs — a tribe from Shushtar , 1 500 familics
-Berbers — a Persian tribe from Kermanshah, 500
families

-Pazeki—Turks from Khorasan, number unknown;
their main occupation is caring for the shah’s
haras (stud).



the Ghilan district of Resht from that of Gasker.
The Zend elements occur in this patois most
conspiciously™ (Specimens, p. 453). As can be
seen, Chodzko applies the term Talesh to two
different, co-existing ethnic groups, an indigene
Caspian people speaking an Iranian dialect, in his
opinion close to the Avestan (Zend) language, and
an East Turkish-speaking people of tribal origin,
who dominate them.

As another immigrant group in Gilan Chodzko
names the Rishvand Kurds being a branch of the
Béb¢ (Baban) tribe. According to Chodzko, shah
Abbas | transferred to Gilan some 800 Rishvand
families, who still lived there at the Qajar times,
settled on both sides of Shah-rud and along the
right bank of Sefid-rud, from the Menjil bridge
up to Deylaman (Deliman). One of
namely Ammarlu (Emmarlou in Chodzko’s

eir clans,

rendering), lived in the mountains which divided
Gilan fromthe Qazvin province. Chodzko presents
them as robbers and rebels, and a nuisance to
Persian government (Le Guillan, pp. 84-5). More
details on the history of this tribe are found in his
report from Alamut (Hassan Sabbah, pp. 107-119;
a trip made on the days 1-8 May 1835), they also
reappear in his article on Khorasan (see below).
In the village of Mohammadabad in Rudbar-e
Alamut Chodzko was hosted by Aligoli-khan
Rishvand, who told him about the past of his
people as follows: “The Rishvand tribe is a branch
of a great family of Kurds known as Bebe, settled
in Kurdistan, between Erzerum and Van and
speaking lulu (loulou) language. Esma’il-Shah
of the Safavid dynasty transferred the Rishvands
from the region of Erzerum to Herat. They lived

there until the time of Nader Shah who allowed
them to return to their homeland. Such a removal
takes a long time. When some 1000 Rishvand
families reached Rudbar walking through the
mountains as a sort of vanguard, another dozen
thousand of them entered Khorasan, and the rest
had not left Afghanistan yet when the news of
Nader Shah’s death reached them. The Rishvands
gave up their further way and settled where they
were. Aligoli-khan was a descendant of those
newcomers who settled in Rudbar of Alamut, but
who acknowledged as their leader Rezaqoli-khan
who resided in Quchan in Khorasani Kurdistan,
with the title of ilkhani, i.e. the hereditary khan of
the Rishvand Kurds.” (Hassan Sabbah, p.107).

Another Kurdish tribe met by Chodzko on his way
to Alamut was the Mafi tribe in the plains around
Qazvin who “pasture sheep, and, whenever a
chance arises, steal and rob caravans™ (p. 108).
He also mentions a khan of Jalilvand Kurds as
governor of the township of Shahrak (ibid., p.
[10).

As for the native, settled population of Rudbar,
Chodzko discovers among them, with a certain
surprise, the survivors of Alamut Isma'’ilis, i.e.
the sect of Meragians as he calls them , “by the
geographer Hemdullah suspected of belonging
to th communists of Mezdek™ (ibid., p. 116).
Chodzko estimates their number at no more than
400 families, i.e. some two thousand people,
inhabiting several villages of which Veshte,
Avirak and Espimurd are the largest. What
he was able to learn about them was that they
had great respect for Zoroaster, they did not
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(les Galyches; ibid., pp. 81-3) being a mountain
branch of the Gilaki people and belonging, as
Chodzko argues, to the same race as them. The
Gilaki language, in spite of dialectal differences,
is closc to modern Persian and it is clear that
they come from a common source (ibid., p. 86).
Chodzko estimates the population of Gilan at
about 300,000 people, Kurdish tribes included,
in the year 1840. Although he considers this
cvaluation conjectural, due to the lack of census
and inaccuracy even of the data concerning tax-
paycrs.

Chodzko qualifies the majority of the population
of Gilan as Shi’a Muslims, with an exception of
the Taleshis generally being Sunni. In Anzali he
records the presence of a small (about 20 people)
Armenian community having a church but no
priest, and of a Jewish colony in the village of
Siyahkal near Lahijan (Guillan, p. 86). He also
mentions a huge migration of seasonal workers
from other parts of Iran to the relatively wealthy
province of Gilan, which he estimates at about 27
thousand men a year. Chodzko dates the beginning
of this phenomenon from the 1830 plague, which
killed about one third of the population of the
province, thus creating a great demand for such a
migrant workforce.

About the Galeshes Chodzko writes, that “they
seem to have preserved best their tradition and
their national character. They are shepherds for
generations and form a sort of privileged cast who
nowadays enjoys great esteem in the country.” (Le
Guillan, p. 82). Theirrelationship with the lowland
Gilakis who grow rice and raise silkworm, is

a sort of exchange: the Galeshes accept the
lowlanders’ sheep for pasture in summer and
are authorized in exchange to kecp an amount
of dairy products for themselves (pp. 82-3).

Among the newcomers to Gilan Chodzko lists
the Talesh and the Kurds. He devotes relatively
much place to the Taleshes, and his description
probably explains the inconsistency of their
qualification as both indigenous and strangers.
Chodzko considers the Talesh to be a Turkish
tribe who came from the Central Asia with
Chingiz-khan and who, later on, werc given by
the Safavids new privileges and rich provinces
of which Lankoran became the centre. Chodzko
quotes no source of this information and states
that the Taleshes themsclves have no memory
of their past. After the Turkamanchay Treaty of
1828 the major part of the Talesh khanate went to
Russia and what was left to Iran of its territory,
were the lands between the rivers of Astara and
Asalim. As for their language, Chodzko states that
“The Taleshes of Gilan speak Oriental Turkish
and the people of their villages have kept their
native idiom, the purest of all the Gilaki dialects™
(Le Guillan, p. 84). He describes the relations
between the users of those two different languages
as those of lords and their subjects: the village
people still acknowledge the [Turkish speaking]
Talesh their conquerors, obey them and pay them
tribute (1bid. p. 83). But in his Specimens, under
the term Talesh (Taulish) Chodzko understands
those subdued villagers only, ascribing them an
Iranian language ot high antiquity: “the Taulish
dialect [is] spoken from the desert of Moghan
to the mouth of the river Dina-chal separating
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casily made contacts with local people, trying
to learn from them about the past and present of
visited places, as much as possible.

Chodzko and his companions travelled on
horseback, accompanied by several armed
guards (tofangdar, farras) and servants in charge
of their equipment, which included tents, camp
beds. kitchen utensils, a heater (mangal) with
burning coals, water pipes (galivan) etc. In his
visit to Alamut Chodzko was protected by twelve
armed Afshar riders, who also served him as an
improvised archaeological team. digging carth
with their sabers and daggers in search for objects
trom the times of Hassan Sabbah.

In his travel reports from North [ran Chodzko
does not mention any kind of maps of the visited
regions, (did they at all exist at his times?) instead
he describes the instruments that allowed him to
establish geographical position. While writing
about the preparations for his expedition in search
oftthe Caspian Pyles, he boasts to be equipped with
a “Smalcander’s excellent compass™ and a good
watch for measuring time. In all his travelogues
he gives the distances between particular points
of his itinerary measured in hours, farsakhs and
miles, as well as geographical parameters of
visited localities, mountains, and historical sites.
On his expedition to Alamut Chodzko records the
extreme temperatures met during his several-day
travel, (the heat reaching Reaumur’s 28 degrecs
and the cold under zero) which means that he
should have carried a thermometer with him.
In the same report he mentions a camera lucida
which he used while drawing pictures of ruined

historical monuments.

During his travels Chodzko was interested not
only i archaeological sites, famous buildings
and ruins. In his travelogues he meticulously
recorded all information on social and economical
situation of visited localitics, on their population,
languages, religions, customs, occupations etc. In
order to explain the observed phenomena, he made
numerous references to the past, as known to him
either from literature or from oral transmission.
Although some of Chodzko’s speculations and
theories about the origin of peoples, languages
and monuments described by him are hasty
and rather conjectural, yet his writings are an
excellent source for the knowledge of Qajar Iran,
including its cthnic relations. He gives the names,
numbers and localization of the peoples and tribes
scattered in the northern provinces of the country.
in some instances informing his recader about their
religion, language and history.

The aim of the present article is to bring together
the data extracted from Chodzko’s several works,
concerning the population of North Iran. namely
the Caspian shores and the areas south of the
Alborz chain: Rudbar-¢ Alamut west of Tehran,
the plains stretching from Varamin towards
Khorasan and, finally, North Khorasani lands
bordering on the Marv and Herat provinces.
These data, although not complete, contribute
to the knowledge of complex ethnic relations at
the times of Fath Ali and Mohammad-Shah, the

Qajars.

Chodzko’s works used in the present paper arce









the 13th/14th centuries who wrote in the Persian
language. The execution of the manuscript was
finished in 1489. The book begins with the
illustrated double frontispiece the scene of a feast
in the garden. The people arc entertaining the
ruler who 1s sitting on a carpet under an umbrella.
Some of them are dancing, some are playing
typical Persian musical instruments and some
are bringing him gifts. The illustration is framed
by a wide blue border with gold geometrical
decoration, tlagellums and fringe.

MS. 3885 Manteq al-Tayr by Attar, according
to the colophon, was copied in 1494 in Shiraz.
The person for whom the manuscript was copied
is not known. Additionally its history up to the
18th century remains a mystery. The notes in
the margins indicate its previous owner was of
Turkish origin. This manuscript is one of the
oldest works of this collection and due to its
exccution deserves to be called a masterpiece.
[t 1s illustrated with nine miniatures which were
painted precisely in a typical Shirazian style of
that cra. It is also worth mentioning that it is one

of the oldest existing manuscript of this poem.

The collection of Persian Manuscripts in the
Library of Prince Czartoryski in Cracow presents
the texts of classical Persian literature, with the
help of which Polish people could familiarize
themselves with the magical culture of Persia.
Since the invention of the Guttenberg’s press
manuscripts were no longer executed by hand
in Europe. But in Eastern culture this art form
flourished till the 19th century. These preserved
volumes show that Persian manuscripts were
not only about the texts therein but were in
themselves works ot art that, in the process of their
execution, involved a whole atelier of different
master artisans. The manuscripts in the Library
of Prince Czartoryski in Cracow, apart from
being a unique collection of Persian literature
and masterpieces of art, became a collection of
items, that have their own records and 1illustrate
the fascinating cultural ties between Poland and
Persia. As such they are also the symbol of a not
too well known history of the long Polish interest
in Persian cultural history.

I
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in the charming nastaliq style. Schefer, due to
his unusual interests, position and a collector’s
passion, met a lot of people. Some of them shared
his interest in palcography and Oriental literature.
During the long lasting correspondence between
the Prince and the professor, the passion for
Oriental items and art collecting was expanded.
In the collection of the Library of Prince
Czartoryski there arc eight preserved letters
from Charles Schefer to Whadystaw Czartoryski.
One can read there his descriptions of numerous
travels, personages visiting Paris, who the Prince
could have been interested to meet with, the events
at I'Ecole Supérieure des Langues Orientales and
also his personal opinions in the field of Oriental
researches.

During the exile in Paris. the house amassed its
collection of Oriental works of art. Finally in
1876 the collection was given the opportunity to
come back to its homeland, although Poland had
not yet won its independence. Prince Wiadystaw
had the collection installed at the archives in the
City Arsenal in Cracow, which was proffered
by the municipality on the condition that the
collection would be made accessible to the public
for research purposes. During the Second World
War it was formally closed but clandestinely used
by scientists and rescarchers. In 1971 the library
was granted the status of an Academic Institution
of' Humanities. Thanks to the family’s interests in
the Orient, their linguistic abilities, their scholarly
inclinations, and their collector’s passion, with
the help of Polish Orientalists and the family’s
triends, today the Library of Prince Czartoryski
owns ten original Persian manuscripts.

Some of them are true masterpieces of art.
They are pricelessly decorated with gold, the
miniatures are painted with colours made of
valuable ingredients and the introductions are
illuminated in the most labour-intensive style of
ornamentations. Among ten works there are four
volumes of Hafez's poctry, the famous work of
Amir Khosrow Dehlavi Khamse and Attar’s most
famous poem, Manteq al-Tayr. It is not very clear
as to how the manuscript came into the family’s
possession. But thanks to the surface glosses.
seals, and other marks made by the previous
owners sometimes the story of the tome itself
becomes an interesting subject. The author would
like to draw the reader’s attention to the following
three manuscripts, which she found to be the most
beautiful and interesting in the collection:

MS. 3154 Divan of Hafez is another copy of
the most famous Persian poetry. The work is
tllustrated with two miniatures made in a gouache
technique in the style of Safavid School tfrom the
first half of 16th century. Its illuminated double
frontispiece represents a court scenc in which
the subjects are entertaining the monarch. The
illustration is framed by a wide border decorated
with geometrical motits in gold with blue, white.
and red colors. The entirety is festooned with a
blue fringe which gives the impression of being a
Persian carpet. The type of decoration used in the
books i1s also indicative of the people’s passion
for this principal local art form. The poems are
inscribed in black nasta’liq script.

MS. 3155 Khamse is a copy of the epos of a well
known Indian poet Amir Khosrow Dehlavi from
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Hejira (1506-7 AD). It was bought by Wojciech
Biberstein Kazimirski in 1884 in Paris. The note
of Biberstein Kazimirski was once enclosed in the
manuscript: “This manuscript is from the Islamic
year 912 of the Hejira which corresponds to
1506-7AD. It was executed by a certain Dervich

had received as a gift from Fath-Ali Shah during
his voyage to Persia (1806-7). The title “Odes
of Hafez, The Persian Mystic™ which is in the
handwriting ot Monsieur Amedee Jaubert, if | am
notmistaken™. In 1883 Biberstein-Kazimirskialso
assisted in the purchase of Ma’dalat Name from

Miniature Painting representing Sultan Mahmud and the
FishingBoy fromthe MantegAl-Tay rmanuseriptMS 3885

Mohammed which is perhaps not his complete
name: one sees in effect the start of another word
which could perhaps be Tahir Paris, 5 Februrary
1884... . It would seem that this little manuscript
belonged to a Monsieur Amedee Jaubert that he

the secretary of Persian Legation in London. Due
to his occupation he was acquainted with Karim
Khan, the leader of Persian Legation in Paris,
who became the main agent for the manuscript’s
acquisition. He was also well informed about all



Reviczky who was also the Austrian legate in
Warsaw. He passed his passion on to his Polish
fricnd, the enthusiast of Eastern literature, Adam
Kazimierz Czartoryski. Reviczky translated and
published 16 ghazals of Hatez’s Divan.

By the beginning of the 19th century, the private
library of Czartoryski had accumulated the
greatest number of Oriental manuscripts 1
Poland. among which there were the manuscript
of the most important Persian historic epic,
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh from 1619, previously
owned by another noble man Tadecusz Czacki
as well as a manuscript of the Sufi mystical
Masnavi from the 16th century. Adam Kazimierz
had various agents in European cities who were
commissioned to purchase manuscripts for him.
With planned acquisitions, gifts, and exchanges
the book collection at the Czartoryski's Putawy

Palace grew to 70,000 prints and 3,000 manuscripts
by 1830.

In 1795 as a result of a weak position on the
political scene during the whole of the preceding
century, Poland was divided between the three
countrics  of Austria, Germany and Russia,
and for 128 years totally disappeared from the
world maps. The son ot Adam Kazimierz, Adam
Jerzy  made various efforts to regain Polish
independence. Despite these attempts Poles had
to wait for a very long time to get back their
country. Unsuccessful struggles -against their
encmics would result in repressive measures
such as confiscation of Polish properties and the
exile of their owners. In 1831 after the failure of
the November Uprising in which the Kazimierz

tamily actively participated (Adam Jerzy became
the Head of Temporary, and later National, Polish
Government), the Russian conquerors punished
them by confiscating some of their properties. The
art collection was dispersed and for nearly half a
century was moved from place to place such as
St. Pctersburg. Sicniawa, Klemensow, Warsaw,
Kérnik and Paris. After the November Upraising
and due to the family’s involvement in the
independence movement, the family, along with
all of their possessions, moved to Paris, where
they purchased the “Hotel Lambert™ property.
The prince was surrounded there by many Polish
emigrants, such as the Oriental language experts,
Aleksander Chodzko and Wojciech Biberstein-
Kazimirski. The latter had travelled many times
to Persia and became the dragoman ot Persian
language for the French legation. He once
brought back from Persia a beautiful manuscript
of Jami gifted to him by Mohammed Shah Qajar,
father of the later ruler Nasser-od-din Shah. After
leaving Persia, he took a position in the Persian
Section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
French government. He kept up his acquaintances
with many Persian and Turkish personages,
who informed him when Oriental manuscripts
were up for auction. Two illuminated Divans of
Hafez’s poetry were the first manuscripts bought
cspecially for the Czartoryski’s tamily collection.
One of'them is MS. 3190 Divan of Hafez. in which
the title inscription of the book and the name of
its author Hafez is executed using the gouache
technique with gold, blue and red paints. The
work is ornamented with the motit of a colourtul
plant on a white background. The manuscript 1s
dated with the Muslim Calendar date of 912 of the



done by Franciszek Meninski. Moreover the
family purchased four manuscripts of Hatez's
poetry. These are pricelessly tlluminated and
adorned with decorations. As an example the
manuscript of the Divan of Hafez from the
16th century MS. 3458, has a brown lacquered
lcather bookbinding with a flap of the Western

grove: and tinally the third miniature 1s a court
scene representing men in discussion. Poems of
this most tamous and celebrated Persian poct of
the T4th century can be found nowadays in cvery
[rantan home right alongside the holy Koran.

As the landlord of an cnormous castern Polish

The booknmdme of Atar's Manteg Ab-Tave MS 38SS
now proserned oo the Dibrary of Princes Crarorysha

Persian style. There are three miniatures in this
manuscript painted in the Safavid style of 16th
century using the gouache technique and gold
flakes tor clouds. The first one illustrates a scene
of two raiders approaching the standing men: the
second shows two embracing male lovers in the

terrain  bordering Turkey, Adam Kazimierz
Czartoryski kept in contact with Turkish ofticials:
he often travelled to Turkey and brought back
many valuable goods like works of art, books
and manuscripts. Oriental poetry was introduced
to Poles by an outstanding Austrian expert, Karl






O

Chomentowski, who was Poland’s last envoy.
While it is true that ultimately. despite prolonged
contacts and negotiations, no common actions
were ever undertaken by Poland and Persia,
nevertheless traces ot that former closencss have
been preserved forever m the cultural and art

ficlds. Though no consensus regarding a common
struggle was ever reached, the diplomatic relations
between two countries of Poland and Persia laid
the basic foundations of their relationship that
in turn thercfore opened the course of their long
joint history.



Zapolski, had discussions with Shah Suleyman [I
concerning a war with Turkey. Upon their return
to Poland, they provided their principal with
much information about the Shah’s intentions as
well as about the political situation prevailing in
Persia and in the Caucasus. Their competence is
borne out by the fact that King Jan Il Sobieski
appointed Zapolski his permanent resident at
the Persian court in Esfahan, at which post he
remained until his death in 1703.

King Jan III Sobicski was generous in extending
his support to Christian missions in Persia. In the
year of 1691, he donated one thousand red zloties
from his private tunds to the Jesuit mission
in Shamaha, now in northern Azerbaijan. He
appointed the members of this mission “Chaplains
of the Embassy of His Majesty the Polish King™
and obligated them to accompany his envoys
from Shamaha to Estahan, a journey of some fifty
days, as well as to remam with them at court for
two months.

Particularly noteworthy among the Polish Jesuits
in Persia was Tadcusz Krusinski. A consummate
expert on Persia, Krusinski arrived there in 1707
and remained for well-nigh twenty years. He
was an eyewitness to the downtall of the Safavid
dynasty. Father Krusinski's Persian activities
were not limited to the religious sphere; he also
contributed significantly to the improvement of
relations between the two countries. Retained
at the court of Shah Hussain (1694-1722) as
a translator, he produced Persian-language
versions of letters arriving from various European
monarchs, of treatics, and of contracts. He also

maintained an archive for the usc of the Shah.
ordering and storing documentation pertaining to
religious and diplomatic missions. Held in great
esteem and respect by the Shah and his officials,
in 1720 he became the Procurator General of the
mission.

Father Krusmski travelled extensively m the
Orient. Accompanying merchant caravans as a
physician, he traversed the Caucasus and Siberia;
he wvisited Kurdistan and Turkey. Palestine.
and Arabia, and reached Afghanistan. Adding
constantly to his knowledge about the traditions
and customs of the East, he gaimed renown as the
first European researcher of Persian history. As
a witness of the tragic events such as mvasion
ot Afghan tribes that took Estahan in 1722 and
overthrew the Safavid dynasty, he recounted
these in his books. In 1725 father Krusinski left
Persia and travelled to Italy where he set to paper
his work concerning the Afghan-Persian wars.
Apparently it is said that he himself translated this
work into Persian. The Persian-language version
was brought out by the first Turkish printing shop
in Istanbul in 1730, belonging to one Ibrahim
Miiteferrik.

Polish Jesuits, who enjoyed the Shah’s respect
and the esteem of his officials, helped towards
the strengthening of mutual contacts. These
efforts were interrupted by the civil war that
ensued in Iran ignited by the onslaught of Afghan
troops. Soon after this, the partition of Poland
also contributed to a stoppage in the exchange
of envoys. The last Polish mission ot that era
headed for Persia in 1712 under one Stanistaw

Al



in the Mushim world. His greatest hopes were
associated with Persia: in the course of his reign,
no less than eleven Polish missions made their
way to the court of the Persian Shah. Without a
doubt the greatest authority working in the king’s
diplomatic service was Bohdan Gurdzieckti, a
Georgian by origin. Gurdziecki remained at the
court of the Persian Shah for several years in the
capacity of special resident and representative of
the Polish King:; he was the one who delivered
news of the victory at Vienna to the Shah.

The long months of negotiations with the Persian
Shah, however. did not bring the hoped-for
results. The envoy Zgorski and the Archbishop
Knab, Ambassadors of the Holy League
representing Poland, the Emperor and Venice,
had to return home empty handed. In the course
of'a gala audicnce held on March 20, 1686, Shah
Suleyman (1666-1694), a vacillating ruler who
was very much under the sway of his viziers and
who was much more interested in the arts than in
politics, officially refused to participate in a joint
effort against the Ottomans.

Ycet these intense diplomatic contacts were

generating  dynamic  developments  in  the
commercial sphere. While this by no means
meant neglecting contacts with Turkey, Poland’s
traditional trading partner in the East, in the
course of the seventeenth century, commercial
expeditions travelling directly from Poland to

Persia became increasingly common.

The conflict between Poland and Turkey was
one factor contributing to the increasing trade

turnover between Poland and Persia; another lay
in the commercial policies of Shah Abbas I geared
at stimulating Persian exports to India on the one
hand and to Europe on the other. It was witha view
to such growth in trade that the Shah ordered the
construction of many new roads and bridges. What
1s more, Persian goods were generally superior
to Turkish ones in crattsmanship and decoration,
characteristics which only added to their appeal.
The items imported to Poland included encrusted
weapons, shields, textiles, belts, tents, as well
as magnificent carpets and jewellery. Many
Poles engaging in commerce with Persia were of
Armenian origin, and they made good use of the
presence of their countrymen and relatives in this
exotic land.

relations
between Poland and Persia was initially dictated
by political considerations, though undoubtedly
there was another goal, namely the protection of

The establishment of diplomatic

Christianity. The tolerant policy of the Satavid
Shahs towards the Christians cnabled the activity
ot Christian missions in lran.

The first Polish Jesuit to organise a mission in
Persiain 1654-1659 was Tomasz Mlodzianowski;
he was well-versed in the Persian language as
well as possessing a thorough understanding
ot the customs and rules in force at the Persian
court. With time, the Jesuits, by gist of this very
knowledge of the political situation prevailing
in Persia, came to be included mn embassies as
advisors, envoys, and as ambassadors. Over
the course of the years 1690-1693, two Polish
monks, Jan Gostkowski and Ignacy Franciszek



triendship and love arise between us two lords, as
decp as it does between the Christian lords. The
Turk 1s a foc to us as well as to all you Christians.™
These portentous developments notwithstanding,
history again foiled the plans for a joint anti-
Turkish undertaking. Resolutions adopted by the
Polish Parliament (Seym) in 1605 and 1606 with
a view to sccuring peace with the Ottoman Porte
pushed the prospect of joint military enterprises
with the Persians further afar.

Despite other missions sent by the Persian Shah
to mount a join defense against the Turkish
onslaught, Zygmunt 111 was loath to wage war
on Turkey:; his reply to the Shah, while courteous
and teeming with protestations of friendship, was
rather short on specifics concerning the proposed
anti-Turkish cffort. Subscquent overtures made
by the Persians over the coming years met with
similar replies, both on the part ot the Poles and
that of other European nations. No consensus
regarding a common struggle was reached.

The new Polish king, Whadystaw 1V, successor
to Zygmunt III, changed policy and send his
cnvoys out to countries which might conceivably
be interested in joining an anti-Turkish alliance.
Venice and the Papal States pledged tinancial
aid; an alliance with Moscow also seemed a real
possibility, and negotiations were undertaken
with the Cossacks. The king also dispatched
an embassy to Persia. In the year 1639, Count
Teofil Stahremberg spent some time at the
Persian court, endeavouring to fathom the current
political situation and to gauge the chances for
a joint enterprise as well as to seek protection

for Polish missionaries. Diplomatic intercourse
with Persia was once again on the upswing with
many a delegation from Poland, Venice, and
from the Pope making their way thither. In 1647,
an embassy on a grand scale to Shah Abbas [l
(1642-1666) was headed by the nobleman Jerzy
llicz. As with Count Stahremberg before him,
the purely diplomatic aspect of Ilicz's mission
was augmented with an assignment relating to
a Jesuit facility in the Shah’s domain; while the
Shah declined to mount a joint initiative against
the Turks, he did accord many privileges to the
Jesuit order. With the King’s death i 1648 the
spectre of war with Turkey moved further into
the future.

Soon enough, however, it became manifest that a
confrontation with the Ottomans was mevitable.
After 1650, what had heretofore been a stable
balance of power in Central and Eastern Europe
began to change; the expansive policies pursued
by Turkey as well as the absence of an agreement
with Russia were generating new alliances. While
the spectacular triumph of King Jan Il Sobicski
at Vienna temporarily checked the Turkish
advance. effective counteraction of the Ottoman
threat required further military measures. The
Polish King believed it was necessary to mount a
concerted offensive against Turkey. “This is the
time™, he wrote, “that the ages have been leading
up to, and should we neglect it, we will answer to
the Lord.”

While King Jan IIl Sobieski did conclude an
alliance with Austria and with Venice under
the auspices of the Pope, he also sought allies



missionary activity in the land. Muratowicz,
taking advantage of his command of the Persian
language and of his familiarity with the Orient.
disposed himseltf very well, gaining the favour
of the Shah. In his account, Muratowicz proudly
recounts the words addressed by Persia’s supreme
ruler to his vizier: “Haten Bek, I have had in

sent by the Persian Shah to mount a joint defence
against the Turkish onslaught. In Polish archives
in Warsaw one can find an interesting letter of
Shah Abbas the 1 to Polish King Zygmunt III.
The Shah personally rcaftirmed his triendship
and his desire to work together with Poland. The
letter was delivered to the court of Zygmunt 111

Reproduction of & numature from the Bible with Persian translation
(Publication of the 131 Century manuscript from 1927) no. 119924, 1V
branch of Manuscripts in the Jagiellonian University Library in Cracow

my halls many difterent cnvoys: Muscovite,
English, Venetian, and papal, but with none was
| more content than with this man with whom
[ can converse in my own language — one has
little taste for speaking through an interpreter”.
During thc ensuing years other missions were

by Mahdi Kuli Bek Turkman, royal dragoman,
in 1605. Shah Abbas I declared his friendship,
recounted his recent military victories, and
proposed an alliance against the Turks, making
much of their status as a common enemy. In this
letter, the Shah writes ““‘we recount this so that



brought an end to the lively commercial exchange
with Turkish cities, and it became necessary for
Poland to seck new markets as well as allics for
her military endeavours; Persia was a natural,
although geographically distant, candidate.

Contacts were very much eased by the policy
of religious tolcrance pursued by Shah Abbas
the Great with regard to the Jews and Christians
living in Persia. The Safavid court began to solicit
forcign advisors; their knowledge and skills
were held in great esteem. These included the
Polish Jesuit Tadeusz Krusinski. This enlivening
of diplomatic relations with Persia meant that
Poland, always a convenient transit point on
the East-West trail, became a frequent host for
passing diplomatic missions.

Safavid Persia, led by its energetic ruler,
was open to alliances with Christian states
and for friendly relations with the Polish
Commonwecalth. This was confirmed by the
successful mission of the Polish merchant-
cum-diplomat, Sefer Muratowicz. In 1601,
King Zygmunt Il Vaza, a consummate lover
of the arts, dispatched Seter Muratowicz, an
Armenian living in Warsaw who supplied
carpets to the royal court, on the long voyage
to Persia, more specifically to Kashan, a
major carpet-weaving centre. The instructions
issued to Muratowicz were simple enough: he
was to order carpets with the King's coat-of-
arms from local craftsmen. In the opinion of
many historians this expedition to Persia, in
addition to its overt commercial objectives,
had political aims.

The written account of Sefer Muratowicz's
journcy, part of which survives to this day,
describes his contacts with the highest Persian
officials as well as with the Shah himself. It was
the first Polish report that dwelt in such detail on
the relationships prevailing in Persia’s ruling housc.

What was ostensibly a commercial journey did
not arouse the suspicions of Poland’s encmics
and Muratowicz, carrying an assortment of
letters of safe passage, was allowed to continue
eastwards unmolested. After 158 days on the trail,
Muratowicz safely reached Kashan and set about
procuring the carpets requested by his monarch:
“There, | had made for His Majesty the King a
tew carpets with silk and with gold, also a tent and
a damascene sabre™. Some of the carpets brought
back by Muratowicz were incorporated mto the
dowry of the king’s daughter and arc preserved at
Munich’s Residenz Muscum to this day.

As mentioned, in addition to its commercial
dimension, the voyage of Sefer Muratowicz had
a less patent purpose — a diplomatic one. It 1s the
opinion of many historians that the main purposc
of his trip was to sound out the real Persian
attitude with regard to the anti-Turkish leaguc,
as well as assessing her military potential. and
exploring the possibilitics for the establishment
ot permanent diplomatic relations between the
Polish Commonwealth and Persia.

Muratowicz was also charged with mapping out
the satest and most direct route between Poland
and Persia for use by an anticipated papal mission
as well as look into the feasibility of attempting
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life; the Armenians settling in Poland continued
to use the Turkish language be it in the form
of an Armenian-Kipchak dialect and, in many
instances, also spoke Persian.

Once again during the Safavid period the idea of
diplomatic relations between Poland and Persia
based on a broad anti-Turkish alliance was

were carried on with the Persian Shah through
the intermediation of Marcin Broniowski. This
secretary to the king who was very experienced
in diplomatic negotiations, was supposed to
have sojourned at the court of the Persian Shah,
Mohammed Khodabande (1577-1581) on a
mission. However the far-reaching plans of the
combative king came to naught, interrupted as

The portrait of Mehdi Kuli Bek by Aegidius Sadeler 11
(nr inw. Gr.Ob.Nid. 4963) National Museum in Warsaw

broached. The idea was very popular in Europe
and accepted by the Polish King Stefan Batory
(1576-1586) who was planning a great crusade
to travel through Moscow and on to Istanbul.
Negotiations in this regard were carried on
with the Persian Shah, with very active mutual
diplomacy. It is reputed that these negotiations

they were by the sudden death of King Stefan
Batory in 1586. However the friendly relations
struck up during this time between Poland and
Persia, survived and assumed a special character
during the reign of his successor, King Zygmunt
III Vaza (1587-1632).

The escalating conflict with the Ottoman Porte



In the 16th Century, during the reign of Sultan
Suleyman I, renowned as “The Magnificent”,
(1520-1566), a renewed threat emanated from
Turkey. Having completed a series of conquests
in Asia and Africa, Suleyman undertook a push
towards Europe. Soon, the idea of an anti-
Turkish alliance incorporating Persia was again
circulating in the corridors of power. European

European monarchs that proposed the drawing
up of anti-Turkish treaties. The Polish king,
however, displayed limited enthusiasm for such
solutions. He clung to the policy of maintaining
sound relations at all costs despite low-intensity
aggressive acts on the part of the Turks.This
attitude of Polish monarchs in that geopolitical
game can be considered as reasonable, because

"Christian Ernst — Bernhardt Morgenstern” by Aleksander
Orlowski (no. Gr. Pol. 18032), National Muscum in Warsaw

states had already made advances in this direction
earlier, during the reign of King Zygmunt I (1506-
1548), seeking to gain Persia’s acquiescence.
In response in 1516 the Persians dispatched
an envoy to Poland, namely Petrus de Monte
Libano, a Maronite monk from Syria. Petrus
carried letters from the Shah addressed to the

the situation in Polish Commonwealth was
somewhat different at that time than in other
European countries. The Muslims and their
culture were not some unknown, mysterious, and
exotic world apart but, rather, a real-life presence.
Many Muslims lived in Poland. Muslim Tartars
played an important role in the country’s political

9
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area. Another little known aspect of the Polish
legation activity was the setting up of a Polish
Consulate in Tabriz, which existed until 1932.

The period between the First World War and
the Second World War was a time of revival
of bilateral relations. Polish businessmen and
companies showed a deep interest in cooperating
with their Iranian counterparts, especially in
the oil, glassware, leather, food processing and
furniture (Sandali Lehestani) industries.

Soon an association of Persian “Polonia”™ as the
representation of Polish Diaspora in Iran was
formed under the direction of Doctor Feliks
Mielczarski, the founder of the Stomatology
Department of Tehran University.

This natural process of mutual interaction was
dramatically enhanced with the appearance of
some 116,000 refugees from Siberia and Central
Asia in 1943, who found safe-haven on Iranian
soil during The Second World War. Without
exaggeration this was the largest European
migration through Iran. Eighty-five thousand
Polish soldiers quickly left Iran for Iraq and
Palestine, eventually going on to Italy and Great
Britain. They liberated Monte Cassino, Ancona,
and Bologna. But Polish civilians stayed longer
in Iran - some for a whole lifetime! They married
Iranians and helped in creating the current Polish
community in [ran. Polish people were welcomed
and treated with friendliness by Iranians. We are
grateful for this assistance, extended to us by
Iranians and we remain mindful of this moment
in our memory.

To show a picture postcard of the Polish presence
in Iran at that time, it is enough to say that Polish
refugees lived in five regular civilian camps
(three in Tehran, one in Mashhad, and one for
children in Julfa, Esfahan wherein 19 primary and
5 secondary schools flourished). The centre of
“Polish Tehran” was located in Lalehzar Avenue
with Polish shops and restaurants. In the Julfa
district of Esfahan Polish children and youth lived
and learned in more than 25 schools, hostels,
kindergartens. and workshops. Polish people
enjoyed their time in Iran, arranging concerts and
theatrical presentations. To encourage scientific
and cultural exchanges with Iranian intellectuals,
The Society of Iranian Studies was set up by
Professor Franciszek Machalski.

After the Second World War despite the fact that
our sovereignty suffered under certain limitations,
we none the less succeeded in cooperating
in economic and cultural spheres. Several
important industrial projects were conducted.
Polish theatre and Polish musicians appeared
on Iranian stages. The Islamic revolution was
closely followed by Polish people. The Polish
writer, Ryszard Kapuscinski, published a famous
book about Shah’s regime “Shahinshah”, creating
an atmosphere of sympathy for the suffering and
resistance of Iranian nation. During difficult
moments in our histories, we helped each other;
in the Second World War Iran gave assistance
to our refugees; during the Rudbar and Bam
earthquakes we offered Iran medical and material
assistance.

Being proud of these relations, the Embassy of



Dear Reader,

The aim of this publication is to highlight the 80th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between Poland and Iran. In actual
fact, political and cultural relations between
Poland and Persia began some five centuries
earlicr. In 1474 Ambrogio Contarini, the envoy
of Venezia, delivered to the Polish king Casimir
Jagiellonian a letter from Shah Uzun Hassan. The
first documented visit of a Polish envoy, namely
Sefer Muratowicz, took place in 1602. Among
other duties he was tasked to buy carpets for the
Polish court. So this could be said to have been
the exact moment when the Polish affection for
the Persian “farsh’ started.

The diplomatic political agenda included
coordination of actions in opposition to the
Ottoman Empire as well as the protection of
Christians in Persia by Persian shahs and Polish
kings. Both sides benefited greatly from cultural
exchanges. I would like toreferalso tothe amazing
fact that a polish priest, Tadeusz J. Krusinski, was
requested by Persian authorities to assist in the
creation of the first Iranian diplomatic archives.

In our joint history we can find several unique
moments that show our mutual respect and
friendship. Persia and Turkey were the only two
countries that never recognized the partition of
Poland in 1795. Even in those difficult times
contacts betwecen our two nations were not
terminated. Polish individuals, often originally

with the Foreign Service, stayed on to work and
live in Persia. To mention but a few, there were
Aleksander Chodzko, the Polish romantic poetand
Russian consul in Rasht, Ignacy Pietraszewski,
the renowned interpreter of  monumental
Zoroastrian “Avesta”, and Karol Bohdanowicz,
who pioneered the geological survey of the

Khorasan Mountains.

[ would even go so far as to say that the
formal establishment of diplomatic relations
only confirmed the development of certain
relations that had already taken place.

A Poland reborn, having had its independence
restored, was determined to renew its contacts
with Iran. In 1927 a Treaty of Friendship was
concluded and the legations of Persia in Warsaw
and Poland in Tehran were established. However
this was not the first diplomatic mission of Persia
on Polish soil. A Persian Consulate in Warsaw
had been in operation even before the First
World War. The purpose of the Polish legation
was not only to promote political and economic
relations between Poland and Persia but also to
take care of people of Polish origin. These were
former soldiers of Russian Cossack Corps who
were refugees from the war-stricken Russian
Caucasus area. These unfortunates had become
Polish citizens in November 1918 and then found
themselves lost in the turbulent revolutionary and
war conditions that existed in Persia and Caucasus
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