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Iran, as a member of the Baghdad pact, now holds its place in
the councils of the world. A satisfactory treaty has been signed
with the U.S.S.R. putting an end to frontier disputes, and Iran
now possesses close cultural and economic ties with all countries.

Much has been done, much remains to be done, but the Iran-
ian people has confidence in its king to guide his country safely
along the path of progress.
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His Imperial Majesty Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi on an
inspection tour of adult classes for illiterates.
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Great hopes are placed on the exploitation of mineral resour-
ces. Industry is undergoing expansion. Commerce, favoured by a
liberal monetary system, is in full development.

An exhaustive list of the projects on which the government,
under the direction of His Majesty Mohammed Reza Shah, is
engaged would be tedious; let it suffice for us to mention here only
some of the most important achievements. These include road
construction, completion of the east-west railway system, dam
construction at Karkheh, Golpaigan and Zahak. The dam at Bam-
pur has been completed and the Karaj dam project is under cons-
truction. There is also the remarkable achievement of the under-
ground canal carrying water from the upper Karun river in the
Zayandeh Rud to Isfahan, which has a flow of over 100 cubic feet
per second. Then there is the recent completion of a 586 mile-long
pipe line bringing refined petrol from Abadan to the capital, as
well as the construction of port installations. Special attention is
being payed to urbanization, electrification, highway construction
and telephone communications etc.

In the field of education great progress has been made. Each
year numerous primary and secondary schools are built. Outside
Tehran, universities have been inaugurated at Meshed, Shiraz
and Tabriz. These still cannot absorb the ever-growing numbers
of candidates for higher education and a well organized system of
scholarships provides for the education of several hundred stu-
dents annually in Europe or America. Alongside regular classes,
free courses for adult illiterates have proved extremely popular
and successful. Much is being done in the Arts to preserve ancient
monuments and to foster new and young talent.

The law prohibiting poppy growing and opium dens was also
one of the great achievements of His Majesty Mohammed Reza
Shah. The campaign against malaria has been crowned with suc-
cess. Numerous hospitals assure free medical treatment. Nothing
has been neglected in the effort to improve living conditions for
the Iranian people.
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passed governing the conditions under which future exploratory
undertakings might operate. Within this framework an oii agre-
ement has been signed between Iran and Italy where by Iran is
assured of 75% of the revenues. This has caused something like a
revolution in the oil world.

Iran is now the most rapidly developing country in the Middle
East. His Majesty Mohammed Reza Shah is personaly concerned
in the solution of the problems facing his country. In particular he
1s greatly interested in the amelioration of the conditions of the
peasant class. He has set an example to the land-owning class by
distributing royal estates to those peasants who cultivate them,
while the Ministry of Agriculture is making available to farmers
every possible facility to improve the quality of agriculture.

His Imperial Majesty granting deeds of appropriated crown
estates to farmers another outstanding achievement.
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H.I.M. Mohamad Reza Shah Pahlavi

Mohammed Reza Shah came to power after the abdication of
Reza Shah at one of the most difficult moments in Iranian history
and showed himself from the outset to be worthy of the example
given him by his father.

Joining the allied cause, Iran after the war adhered to the
pact of the United Nations. But war had broken the constructive
spirit of the country which was suffering the dire economic and
political consequences of the war. The Tehran Agreement of 1943
had arranged for the payment of reparations and the withdrawal
of all foreign troops. After the fall of Germany, however, these
promises were not kept owing to differences between Britain and
the U.S.S.R. It was only on the insistence of the king and his
government that the Americans, followed by the British, withdrew.
The Russians were hopinz for a separatist movement in the nor-
thern provinces where they supported puppet governments and
where they maintained troops for a further year. Acting on orders
from His Majesty Mohamined Reza Shah, the Iranian army took
possession of Azerbaijan and Kurdistan. The liberation was com-
pleted with enthusiastic acclaim on 11th December 1947.

Other problems soon arose. The nationalization of the oil
industry by unanimous agreement on the part of the people gave
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state able to face up to the demands of existing in the modern
world.

Was broke out again in 1941 when, in the course of the Se-
cond World War, the allied armies occupied the country in order
to maintain supply routes betwen the Persian Gulf an the U.S.5.-
R. After resistance lasting a few days Reza Shah ordered a cease-
fire. British and Ainerican forces were installed in the south, Rus
sians in the north and Reza Shah was obliged to abdicate. The
great man who had sacrificed himself for his country left his homn-
eland to the profound regret of his people, bearing with hin a
handful of that Persian earth to which he had dedicated his en-
tire life. After several years of captivity he died at Johanneshurg in
1945. before his death he made the following declaration which
was carried to the Iranian people by his daughter, Princess Shains
Pahlavi:

"Here on earth I have cherished first my country and then
my children. For my homeland I wish happiness and well
being; I have given as much as a man can but, unfortun-
ately, my plans have not yet seen their fulfillment. My
message to his Majesty your brother is that he take up
where I left off to work for the happiness of Iran; that he
love his counry as I have loved it; that he work and de-
vote himm self to the task of making Iran glorious in the
world.”
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The Vresk bridge in Mazandaran.

its attendant painful experiences and saw clearly the way
that remained to be travelled over, full of pitfalls, and he
made his decision .. ..

At a time when no-one was willing to assume the responsi-
bility of making of Iran a nation worthy of the name, one
man had the courage to sacrifice himself to a task, the
outcome of which he could not know.”

Quite methodically, Reza Shah set himself to work iswards
the solution of those problems which surrounded him. First he
created a modern disciplined army to restore order throughout
the country. On this firm basis he built up a modern siate.
Grateful for this new sense of security, the mass of the people
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In February 1921 Reza Khan Pahlavi, a superior officer of
great personal merit, came to power after a coup d’état. It is
thanks to the genius of this man that Persia was once more able
to raise her head. After first holding the position of Minister of
War, he soon became Prime Minister: the Qajar dynasty tumbled
and Reza Shah was put on the throne by the populace. The last
Qajar quit the country and so ended 150 years of shameful de-
featist policy which had brought the country to ruin.

A totally fresh start had to be made, but before building for
the future, the present remained to be secured. The task seemed
too great for human strength, the burden too crushing for the
shoulders that would assume the responsibility for it all. Some
idea of the inner confict which Reza Shah had to overcome betoe
taking the decision that would engage not only his own life but
also the destiny of all Persia can be gained from a quotation taken
from the book 'Reza Shah Kabir’, written by his so His Imperial
Majesty Mohammed Reza Shah:

”Decisions have to be taken which involve not only him
who makes them and those who are near to him, but also
the destiny of a whole nation . . . . the days preceding the
coup d’état of 3rd LIsfand were decisive for Reza Shah.
He reflected upon the way he had already come with all
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suffered and the law became the law of foreigners. Characteris-
tically in 1919 Persia was not represented at the Peace Conference
for fear of violent dissent from the British agreement to take
over Persia as a protectorate.

Immediately following the first World War the situation in
Persia was grave. The country was not recognized abroad as a
sovereign state, the domestic situation could not have been worse.
Anarchy reigned and the tribes reverted to their age-old custom
of pillage. Neither highways nor towns were safe. The whole
country was In regression and patriots despaired.
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good the appropriation of the northern provinces, while the British
were similarly disposed in the south. Once this fact is established
it becomes easier to appreciate the difficulties inherent in the
task of the liberals: all their efforts were to come to nothing. To
raise the country out of its ruined condition the establishment of
a stable economy was vital, but the intervention of foreigners who
were not afraid to resort to intimidation disrupted the work of
specialists called in from neutral countries.

In 1917 the hiberals were not powerful enough to prevent the
division of the country into zones of influence by the Russians in
the north and the British in the south. This agreement was never
fully implemented owing to the disapprobation of Iranian public
opinion, but the results were nevertheless to be deplored: Persia
became the scene of endless strife; the young liberal movement

Main gate and bulding of Parliament
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In this chapter we shall discover the difficulties attendant
upon the establishment of the constitutional régime.

Faced with the despotism of the Qajars, provincial malad-
ministration and every form of social injustice which was prov-
ing intolerable to the populace, a group of enlightened men de-
cided to take charge of the forces af revolt, Several risings result-
ed and, despite innumerable difficulties, the liberals at length
forced Muzaffar al Din Shah to sign a Contitution in 1906. It
was drawn up by the first representatives of the people.

It was unfortumate that Muzaffar al Din Shah died before
the new régime had had time to consolidate its achievements.
On his succession the Shah’s determined to stamp out the liberal
movement. Parliament was bombarded and liberals put to death.
Too late, because the initial impulse had been given to the move
ment and nothing could resist the forces of social change. Revolt
spread rapidly throughout the provinces and soon the liberals stood
before the gates of Tehran. The capital fell to them to the accom-
paniment of general exaltation.

For a complete understanding of the situation in Persia at
the beginning of this century it must be borne in mind that the
Russians were relying on the instability of the country to make
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Shams-al-Emare from the Kadjar epoch.



At the end of the eighteenth century Iran was being subjected
to domestic revolt and the rapacity of neighbouring countries.
At this moment a member of the Qajar family, Agha Mohammed
Khan, organized the expulsion of the foreigners and brought
about the unification of the country of which he then became king.

The rule of the Qajars which lasted a century and a half was
nothing but a series of disasters for Iran. Agha Mohammed
Khan’ssuccessors were quite unfitted to maintain the country at
the levelof progress of the world at large. On the contrary this
period is marked by their religious fanaticism, their slavish pur-
suance of customn and their total rejection of the future in favour
of the past. With the accession of Fath-Ali Shah to the throne in
1793 attacks from Russia began. The disorganized Persian arm-
ies wre unable to enforce respect for the integrity of the land and
Russia annexed large areas of the northern provinces reaching to
the left bank of the Araxes river. The era of capitulation and for-
eign concssions had begun. It lasted until the people, disurbed by
the spectacle of the country plunging towards ruin, raised its
voice in clamour to demand the establishment of a consitution,
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centre. The palaces and mosques which still stand to be admired
made Isfahan the most beautiful city of its time. Trade, both at
home and abroad, flourished as never before and the arts. sciences
and literature of the day received universal acclaim.

Shah Abbass died in 1629 and yet again Iran suffered assault
by the foreigner. The last Safavid king, Shah Sultan Hussein
adandoned the cares of government to the mullahs and eunuchs
and in 1722 was forced to surrender his throne to Mahmud Afghan
who had invaded Iran at the head of a large army.

The Afghan occupation lasted until 1730 when the occupying
forces were dispersed by Nadir. His prime aim in struggling
against the Afghans was to restore the Safavid dynasty, but when
he found himself master of the country, he took the title of king.
The reign of Nadir was little more than a brilhant spark in the
long history of Persia. His exceptional military genius glowed
brightly for a time and then died rapidly. The rule of Nadir and
the succeeding Zand dynasty may be considered as a period of
transition, a link between the two epochs of the Safavids and the

Qajars.
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After four years of struggle against the Timurids (descendents
of Timur), Shah Ismael Safavi achieved a new independence for
Persia and, in 1502, united ail the provinces of Iran under his
rule. The Safavid kings used their claim to be directly descended
from Al to sever all connection with the Califs. They declared
that the three Imams interposed in the succession from the Pro-
phet to Ali were usurpers. Thus they created a schismatic religion
in Iran and established themselves as the heads of the Shiite sect
of Islam. As a result, to racial hatred was added religious hatred
which led to many bloody conflicts hetween the Persians and the
Ottoinan conquerors of the Arabs who considered themselves the
representatives of the ancestral Sunni faith of Islam.

Court intrigue and debauchery among the descendants of Shah
Ismael gave opportunitics to the Ottomans to sieze several Persian
towns. The last years of the sixteenth century, however, saw the
rise to power of the greatest of the Safavid kings, Shah Abbass,
who rid the country of all vestiges of foreign domination and
restored peace to the interior. The reign of Shah Abbass is one
of the great glories of Persian history: he moved his capital from
Qazvin to Isfahan, which rapidly became an important cultural
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The Mongol Invasmn A}

——"

Led by Genghis Khan the Mongols invaded Iran in the tw-
elfth century and imposed upon the country a reign of such ter-
ror that the conduct of affairs was brought to a dead stop. Gra-
dually the successors of Genghis lost their primitive, warlike ar-
dour in contact with the Persians. Holaku was a particularly
enlightened sovereign who encouraged Khaji Nassir Eddin in
building the observatory at Maragheh.

Having scarcely had time to recover from these blows, Iran
was once again subjected to invasion, this time by the pillaging
hordes of Timur. Sweeping down from across the Oxus they des-
troved everything in their way, massacring populations and lea-
ving pyramids of severed heads to mark ther progress. A Persian
saying sums up this invasion with remarkable brevity: "They
came, they killed, they burned and they left.”

In spite of all, intellectual life persisted and during three cen-
turies of Turco-Mongol invasions a galaxy of writers, poets and
philosophers assured the continuity from generation to generation
of Persian culture: Ferdowsi, Razi, Ghazali, Biruni, Avicenna,
Omar Khayyam, Moezzi, Nezami, Khagani, Anvari, Attar, Sa’adi,
Hafez-to mention only the greatest names.
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menaced the northern and eastern borders. In the eleventh cen-
tury the Seljuks, a Turkish tribe, crossed the Oxus and spread
through Iran. They were astonished by the civilization of the
Iranian plateau and once again it came about that the aggressor
succumbed to the grandeur of a superior way of life and accepted
it completely. The Seljuks and their successors were great patrons
of arts and letters and enccuraged the talents of such men as
Omar Khayyam, who lived in the time of Malek Shah Seljuki,
and the great poet Sa’adi in the time of Atabak Saad Ibn Zangui.
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Under the Omayyad and Abbassid Califs local insurrections
were cruelly and systematically suppressed where they occurred
in areas readily accessible to the Arab troops, but the north and
east of Iran enjoyed some measure of independence. For this rea-
son the best organized uprisings originated in Azerbaijan under
the Persian general Afshin, in Khorrassan under Babak Khor-
ramdin and in Tabaristan under Maziar. With the decline of the
authority of the Califs, certain Persian chieftains aquired indepen-
dence in their own provinces, as, for example, the Teherids in
Khorrassan and Saffarids in Seistan.

After the setting up of local Iranian dynasties, the Persian
language and literature revived. Above all the Saffarid Emirs,
about the year 870 A.D., had the old Pahlavi writings translated
into modern Persian using the Arabic script.

The work was continued by the following dynasty, the Sama-
nids, who succeeded in 878 A.D. The translation of ancient works
was completed and new talent fostered. Rudaki was the first
Persian poet to write in Persian. He lived at the court of the Sam-
anids. After three centuries Persian regained its status as an
artistic language due to the brilliant successors of Rudaki.

The next dynasty, the Ghaznavids, reigned from 962 A.D.
until 1186. The greatest king of this family was Mahmud Ghaz-
navi who extended the frontiers of Iran as far as India, Trans-
oxiana and the Tigris and Euphrates. In his reign the poet Fer-
dowsi wrote the Shah Nahmeh, a chronicle of the ancient kings
of Persia, written in verses which have remained among the glories
of Persian literature. We must pay homage to those writers who,
encouraged by enlightened rulers, immortalized the soul of Iran
and gave new life in a new form to her ancient history.

This revival suffered numerous setbacks: strong governments
were followed by weak governments who, undermined by revolts
at home, were quite unable to keep down the tribes of central

Asia. Attracted by the prosperity of Persian cities they constantly
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{Iranian dynasties after
the Arab conquest
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Our second chapter begins with the Arab conquest of 642 A.D.
Ceaseless national movements to regain liberty characterize this
period and give continuity to the destiny of the Persians.

After the Arab conquest Arabic became the official language
of the country and Islam the only permissible religion. Surrepti-
tiously, however, the old Aryan traditions and customs survived,
many of which, absorbed by Islam, have continued down to the
present day. Under foreign influence the Persians experienced a
marked transformation: ways of thought were re-moulded into
new modes of expression, but simultaneously, the invaders, no-
madic in origin, were greatly affected by the magnificence of the
Persian court, the wealth of the cities and the high culture. The
Califs governed always through Persian advisers who, because of
their intelligence, their superior education, contributed immensely
to the creation of a new Persia out of the ashes of the old empire.
Such was the influence of these Persian political advisers that
Sulaiman, the Omayyad Calif, once said, ”The Persians have rul-
ed for a thousand years without having had need of our help for
a moment; we have governed for a hundred years and have not
been able to do without them for a second.”
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ential activity and the meeting point of the West with the Far
East. It is easy to discover, for example, traces of ancient Hindu
legends that were carried through Iran to Greece and thence to
Europe where they blossomed in the romance literature of the
Middle Ages.

Sasanian dynasty - Vase
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THE SASSANIDES

It was at this time that a family claiming descent from the
Achaemenians, and originating in the province of Fars which had
long remained in obscurity, came to power. They dreamed of
re-establishing the former autocracy and called themselves Sas-
sanians after their ancestor Sassan.

On the death of the last Arsacid ruler, power fell into the
bands of Ardeshir in 226 A.D. He ruled over all but a few pro-
vinces of the empire. The aims of the Sassanians are soon told:
to regain and hold the provinces of the ancient empire and, abroad,
to continue the struggle against Rome.

This period represents the zenith of Persian civilization: du-
ring the Sassanian period the system of government, the social
laws, justice, military power and the arts rose to a new perfec-
tion for the time

Ardashir discovered a powerful weapon of government in the
old religion of the Magi, Zoroastrianism. Shahpur I completed
this work begun by his predecessor, and Zoroastrianism became
the official state religion. Secular and spiritual power were so clo-
sely identified that Damesteter said, ”In truth, the king was a
Magus who wore the crown.” Meanwhile Christianity was sprea-
ing rapidly through the Roman Empire to the west.

The history of this time can be retraced in the writings, ins-
criptions and seals of the Sassanians. Iran was a centre of influ-
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THE PARTHIANS %

On his death Alexander’s empire was divided and for some
time the Seleucids maintained a feeble rule over the Iranian prov-
inces until they were supplanted by the Parthians, an Aryan tribe,
in 247 B.C. Led by succeeding kings of the Arsacid family, the
Parthians reconquered the whole of Iran and made their capital
at Tesiphon.

The Parthian insurgence was directed more against Greek
military authority than against Greek civilization, because the
Arsacid monarchs adopted hellenic culture. This influence, how-
ever, spread no further than the royal court; people remained
untouched by it, but for the four hundred years of Arsacid rule
the lamp of Persian civilization was dimmed.

In this period a military feudalism replaced the centralized
system of the Achaemenians. The long struggle between east and
west continued. By now Rome had superceded Greece as the lead-
ing European power and the Persian armies were no longer so well
organized as they had been. However, Roman movements in the
east were considerably hampered for a long time by the famous
and elusive Parthian light cavalry which won admiration even
from the enemy. These guerrilla tactics had however no tangible
military results.



serve to increase their power. They thought of themselves as the
image of God on earth and, great builders as they were, committed
to stone the record of their exploits. Achaemenian art was neither
simple nor primitive, but achieved a synthesis by drawing on the
arts of conquered races.

Even today, at Susa, at Pasargadae and above all at Persepolis,
the majestic ruins of Achaemenian palaces may still be admired
for the manner in which these rulers employed artisans gathered
from all corners of the empire and welded their skills into a truly
Persian art.

The religion of the Magi, a Medean tribe, based on the con-
flict of Good and Evil, spread widely during this period but did
not achieve its full flowering until several centuries later when the
foreign influences, which had restricted its development in its
beginnings, were finally thrown off.

From the time of Darius the Great constant war was waged
between the Persians and the Greeks in the long struggle between
cast and west for the dommination of the known world. The in-
vasion of Persia in 331 B.C. by Alexander the Great caused the
downfall of the Achaemenian dynasty.






Our first period begins much later than the settlement of the
Iranian plateau by Aryan tribes, and after the long struggle for
power between the Medes and the Persians, which was only
brought to an end in 540 B.C. by Cyrus the Great, a Persian of
the Achaemenian family, who became the ruler of the whole coun-
try by destroying the Medes.

In this period three great dynasties came to power: the Acha-
emenians, the Arsacid Parthians and the Sassanians. The limits of
the empire were greatly extended under the Achaemenians. Cyrus
conquered Medea, Babylon and Lydia. Cambises invaded the
Nile Valley overran Egypt. Finally Darius the Great pushed his
frontiers back eastwards as far as the Indus river and westwards
to Greece where further advance was stemmed by the resistance
of the Greek City States.

This great empire, embracing so many peoples of different
languages and religions, was held together only by the organizing
and military talents of the Achaemenian kings, above all by the
genius of Darius. The empire was divided into thirty satrapies,
each governed either by a prince of the royal house or by a general
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