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( xvii )

Gulzar-i-Hal has not been written in a dramatic form; and
since it is now being presented in the form of a drama, some of
the words like .28 and oae 52 have been omitted.

Gulzar-i-Hal is full of innumerable verses which repeat the
same ideas already expressed in prose and also most of them are
tasteless and dry. These verses have been put together in the
form of a supplement.

This Persian translation is frec and the translator has added
a lot from his own. That is why he has used a number of Sanskrit
words which are not found in the original. Also, he has given
the meanings of some of the Sanskrit words, while some others
have been left untranslated. Here the meanings of the Sanskrit
words have been put in a glossary, in which the meanings of untrans-
lated words have also been given. It should also be mentioned
that beside Sanskrit words some Hindi words have also been
used, which have been explained in the glossary. In transcribing
Sanskrit and Hindi words only Persian letters have becen used;
but for proper pronunciation all such words have also been given
in Roman letters.

1 am thankful to Dr. Tara Chand, who has always encouraged
me in my academic and literary pursuits. In spite of his many
engagements he has been kind enough to spare his precious time in
comparing this translation with the Sanskrit original, which is,
indeed, a difficult task. It is as a result of his efforts that the
book has been published and made available to scholars of Persian
literature.

Finally, T thank Mr. Abdul Wadud Azhar and other friends
who have helped me in collating the various copies of thls work
as well as in a number of other ways.

S. A. H. Asipr
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in power and position. Kama talks to his wife, Rati, and is sure
of their victory. According to a forecast, from the union of
Viveka and Upanishad Prabodha and Vidya would be born; but
for a long time Viveka has been separated from Upanishad; and it
seems improbable that they will ever be united. However, Kama
and Rati escape the presence of Viveka, who is talking to one of
his wives, Mati. Viveka is pleased to know that Mati does not
envy his union with Upanishad and has given her consent.

Act II. Dambha brings Varanasi, the centre of the universe,
under the control of Mahamoha. By chance Ahankar arrives
there and sees his grandson Dambha, Mahamoha enters Varanasi
victoriously, and Charvaka strengthens his empire. But after some
time Vishnubhakti revolts against Mahamoha and Upanishad
seeks union with Viveka. Mahamoha commands Dharma and

- Shraddha to be thrown into confinement and Shanta to be killed.
Also Mithya is ordered to separate Upanishad and Shraddha from
each other. -

Act ITI. Shanta has lost her mother, Shraddha, and wants to
kill herself in separation; but her friend Karuna dissuades her from
such an act. Shanta searches for her mother in Buddhism, Jainism
and Shajvism, but she is not visible there. Buddhism, Jainism and
Shaivism each boasts his own superiority and attempts to expose
the inferiority of others, but at last Shaivism, drugging them, makes
them his slave and sends them to secure Shanta.

Act IV. Bhairavividya is about to annihilate Shraddha and
Dharma, but Vishnubhakti comes to their rescue. Shraddha sends
a message on behalf of Vishnubhakti to Viveka to prepare himself
to fight. Viveka orders his nobles, Vastuvichara, Kshama, and
others, to proceed to Varanasi and capture Kama and he himself
goes there.

Act V. In the fight between Viveks and Mahamoha, Maha-
moha is annihilated along with his children and soldiers. At the
death of Mahamoha and Pravritti, Mana is grieved, but Sarasvati
consoles him and so he decides to live an isolated life along with
the other wife, Nivritti.

Act VI. Mana and Maya still remember Mahamoha, but
after some time Tarkashastra points out that Mana is the victim of
illusion, and so he dismisses the messenger of Mahamoha. Through
the efforts of Shanta and Shraddha, Viveka and Upanishad are
united. Upanishad relates her miseries to Purusha and makes him
understand that he is the same Absolute God. The Absolute Being
hesitates in understanding it, but Viveka solves the difficulty. In
the end Vishnubhakti appears to express happiness and pleasure;
and the drama comes to an end.
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Beside mathnawis, Wali has composed quatrains, ghazals and
miscellaneous verses also. The author of the ZTakmilatush Shu‘ara
says; ‘‘ Most of his quatrains are monotheistic and mystic.”’!

Gulzar-i-Hal

Among the Mughal kings and princes of Indla Dara Shokuh
was the greatest lover and exponent of Sanskrit literature and
Vedic thought. He himself translated fifty Upanishads into fluent
Persian and also caused Yoga-Vasishtha to be translated into
Persian under his guidance. One of the masterpieces of that period
is Gulzar-i-Hal, the Persian translation of Prabodhachandrodaya,
rendered by Baba Wali Ram in AH. 1073. But it should be
remembered that before the Persian translation Nand Das had
already translated this drama from Sanskrit into Hindi. According
to the manusecript copies of Gulzar-i-Hal in Aligarh, Wali, with
‘the help of Bhawani Das who was a great scholar of Hindi .
literature, translated the book into Persian, while according to
the manuscript in the Banaras Hindu University (No. P.IX, 9/15),
he, with the help of Bhawani Das who was well-versed in Hindi,
translated it from Sanskrit. According to the manuscript in the
University of Delhi, Wali translated it from Sanskrit and according
to the printed copy, he translated it with the help of Bhawani Das,
well-versed both in Sanskrit and Hindi. It seems to me that in
translating this book he utilized both the original Sanskrit and its
Hindj translation.

The author of Prabodhachandrodaya is generally mentioned as
Krishna Das Misra, but in the Persian version he is called Krishna
Dag Bhatt.

The idea of good and evil and the fight between Yazdan and
Ahraman is one of the universal conceptions and is a problem with
which many religions and philosophies deal. The drama, Prabodha-
chandrodaya, exposes this very struggle and tussle. In the eleventh
century A.D. Kirtivarman, a Chandella King, was defeated by a
Kalachuri King, Karna; but after some time Gopal, Kirtivarma’s
vasgsal, defeated Karna and reinstated his master. Xrishna Misra
had written this drama for his disciple, but in the beginning of the
book he says that at the instance of Gopal it was staged in the
presence of Kirtivarman., The drama consists of six acts, mentioned
in the translation as Chaman. The real object of the author is to
assert the philosophy of Vedantism and Pantheism,

Act. I. Purusha, the Absolute Being, coupled with Maya
begets a son named Mana, who begets two sons, Viveka and
Mshamoha, from his two wives, Nivritti and Pravritti. Mahamoha
and his family became strong, while Viveka and his people declined

1 MS. No. 2414, Rampur, p. 654,
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The manuscript copy of Diwan-i-Wali, which is to be found
in the library of the Asiatic Society, Caleutta (No. 270), consists
of three parts of the mathnawi; and the cataloguer has called it
Gulzar-i-Hal which seems to be incredible. Also the same cata-
loguer says that in the mathnawi instead of the word *daftar’ the
word ‘wazn’ has been used. However, the first couplets of the
following wazns differ from those of the printed mathnawi:

Wazn-i-Awwal :
ot 9 QL“.‘«JLga o gl 1o
o 8 Oliye (Sloyd cale oy

Wazn-i-Duwum :
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But the first couplet of the third wazn is the same as is given
in the third volume of the printed copy. Some other couplets of
the manuscript copy are also not visible in the printed one. Here
it should be remembered that the six volumes or wazns have been
composed in different metres and so should be counted as six dif-
ferent mathnawis.
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boatman 2’ Baba replied, “I shall go in a boat as usual.” After
reaching their house one of the two miracle-workers filled the
surrounding jungle with a sweet smell, and the other filled it with
an unpleasant smell. However, Baba was not impressed and did
not pay any attention to them. The ascetics kissed Baba’s feet
and confessed that he was the realfakir, while they were showing such
abnormal things for worldly advantage. Again they insisted that
Baba should ask them for something. Baba said, ““ Since you are
men of spiritual power, you should find out my 'desire.” When
they applied their power to this matter, they saw that Baba was
free from all desires. Still they insisted and said, ““ Since people
consider us as alchemists, it is the custom that anybody who
meets us demands something from us.” Baba said, “If I must
demand something from you, I wish you to come to me no more.”
The yogis were surprised and praised Baba for such detachment.

Baba Wali Ram died in A.H. 1078/A.D. 1667-1668. It is said
that after his death Banahu Ram was in difficulty about his funeral.
Suddenly the water of the Ganges rose and reaching the top of the
island embraced the body. oy STh oy Sla s a chronogram on
his death.

In mysticism Baba Wali Ram has written a number of valuable
books in Persian, like Tafsir-i-Wahdat. Besides, Wali translated
Rajawali and Ram Gite into Persian; but the author of the
Khulasatut-Tawarikh ascribes the translation of Rajawali to Banahu
Ram, the disciple of Wali. One of his works is Gulzar-i- Hal, the
Persian translation of Prabodhachandrodaya.

Wali was not a professional poet; still like other Sufi poets
he used to express his reactions in poetry. The author of the
Yad-i-Baiza writes, ‘' Though his poetry is of no great merit, still
some of his verses are not devoid of beautiful ideas.”* Following
Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi, Wali composed a mathnawi to elaborate
the prophetic saying, * Whoever recognizes his own self recognizes
God.” His mathnawi (2,443 couplets) has been printed at the
Mitar Bilas Press, Lahore. The printed mathnawi consists of six
volumes, which begin with the following couplets:

rc‘"‘a\:.‘.ds-lfg‘d.@m YL ,afj L
F‘c\!j .3_55:;:.3 92 O3| d"‘" 5

. & -
S all rc‘j)/ (e [‘\sb O L.»

1 F. 227, MS. No. 691, Bankipore.
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In Persian letter-writing Wali was so distinguished and well-
versed that he became one of the secretaries of Prince Dara Shokuh
(AH. 1024-1069/A.D. 1613-1659), son of Shahjahan (A.Y. 1037-
1069/A.D. 1628-1658); and in mysticism he had reached such a
climax that the prince chose him as one of his companions. Wali
- used to participate in the scholarly and philosophical discussions
of Dara Shokuh’s court,.

Gradually  worldly attachment was removed from his heart.
It is said that once he wanted the prince to see one of his writings;
but since he was busy, he could not pay attention to him. After
waiting for some time Wali threw the letter and the pen down,
left the prince’s court and went into the wilderness, where he began
his meditation under a tree. The prince sent the nobles of his
court to ask him to come back; and when he did not return, he
himself went to him. Arriving there the pririce came down from
his horse and tried his best to take him back; but Wali did not
pay attention to his request. The prince said, ““A man ought to
be busy with the affairs of the world, but his heart should be devoted
to the Beloved.” Wali replied, “ When in the beginning of this
mystic pursuit a prince like you is standing in front of me, what
will be the end of it ¥’ At last the prince returned disappointed
and Wali sent the following quatrain as an excuse to him:

O King, listen to Wali as he speaks about this world’s loyalty;
Do not take pride in wealth, pomp and glory.

A pearl looks so precious, while

It is nothing more than a drop of dew on a blade of grass.

Tt is also said that once, when Dara Shokuh went to see Wali
and the latter paid no attention to him, the prince asked angrily,
“What did you achieve in this seclusion #” Wali replied, ““ A few
days ago I went to see you and you paid no attention to me; and
today such a one as yourself is standing before me and I am paying
no attention to him.” The prince asked him to leave the capital,
and so Wali left the city and sent the above-mentioned quatrain.

After that Baba Wali Ram went to Mulla Shah Badakhshani
(d. A H. 1072/A.D. 1662-1663), a great Sufi of the age, and received
spiritual guidance from him. Later on he began tolive in Hardwar
on a small island situated in the midst of the Ganges. His disciple,
Banahu Ram, used to go to the town every month or so to purchase
necessities. ‘

Baba Wali Ram did not like to perform miracles and wanted
tolive a normallife. It is said that during his stay on his island two
miracle-workers came and invited him to their house. When they
pressed him, he agreed. When they reached the bank, Baba asked
for a boat to cross the river. They said, “ Why do you need a boat or
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Banwali (or Banwari) Das, pen-named Wali, also known as .
Baba Wali Ram, was a Kaesth from the holy city of Varanasi.
The author of the Dabistan-i-Mazahib describing the doctrines of
the Vedantists writes: * Binavali is the son of Hiraman ... Among
the illustrious poets his name was Wali; from his childhood he
liked very much the society of durvishes and in his tender age he
was with the religious chief, named Khalifat Ul Arwah, a great
‘durvish. In the year of the Hejirah 1045 (A.D. 1634) he associated
with durvishes of India, and enjoyed the fruit of it, he came to
Kashmir in the service of Mulla Shah Badakhshani, and acquired the
desired knowledge. The Sufi is by no necessity bound to a creed;
no faith nor religion fetters his choice; he befriends the idol and the
temple of the idol, and is no stranger to the mosque; by the power
of ecstasy, not by any external knowledge, he utters loud sublime
speeches. In the year 1050 of the Hejirah (A.D. 1640) the doors of
friendship opened between him and the author of this work; from
the refulgence of his mind are the following lines:
We are not ourselves what we are; we are that what thou art;
Thou art without a mark; we are thy mark.
These marks are the marks of thy being;
They are the manifestations of the splendour of thy qualities,
Thou art pure of our care, and of our imagination;
O thou, who art manifest in this our garment;
Manifestations of thee are all things,

Thou art independent of the relation of ‘thou and we’,
‘ and thyself
art ‘thou and we’.

Thy being comes forth in thy qualities,

Thy nature is the spring of thy being, O Lord!

We are all nothing; whatever is, is thou!

O thou! who art free of notion, imagination and duality,
We are all billows in the ocean of thy being,

We are a small compass of the manifestation of thy nature.

Azadah and Banwali appear in the dress of Hindus, and profess
thy belief of the Jnanis to which they are reckoned to belong.’’?

1 The Dabistan or School of Manners (Vol. II, pp. 114-16), translated
by David Shea and Anthony Troyer, Paris, 1843,
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Vedanta or Tasqwwuf was the common meeting ground for
the thoughtful and earnest Hindus and Musalmans of the Medieval
Age. Many Hindu and Muslim Sadhus and Sufis, poets and
writers, were inspired by a common faith in the mystic path and
mystic illumination which exalted men above the controversies
of schools and creeds and filled their life with sweetness, serenity
and love.

We owe a debt of gratitude to such men and it is our duty
not to allow to pass into oblivion the great tasks that they
accomplished.

It is a matter of gratification that Dr. Abidi has undertaken
this work which possesses both literary value and civic virtue.

Tara CHAND
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“ Friends, restrain your hands from playing on instruments
and your throat from singing so that our proper work may be
performed. (The lady of the Sutradhar who was unequalled in the
art of representation of plays appears behind the curtain, says her
husband,) '

My darling, the minister of King Kirtivarma whose name is
Gopalis a wise and sagacious person. He has a virtuous disposition
and is & man of faith. He has told us in all sincerity that the King
had at the beginning of his intellectual growth made an effort to
follow the path of enlightenment and the way of mystic devotion.
He wanted to escape the net of egoism and to cleanse the rust of
this illusory existence from his heart. But at this time the greed
of this despicable world took hold of him and the desire to conquer
lands possessed his mind. So, in a short time by the. force of his
arms he brought the seven regions under his control, and flung
into dust many a lion-like ruler. As a consequence he remained
deprived of the gift of enlightenment and was left far apart from
the path of devotion. Now that the desires of the King have
been satisfied his mind has again turned to the temple of knowledge
which is the fulfiller of the needs of the devotees. If you remember
the drama of Prabodh Chandar which was written by Krishnadas,
please enact it in a worthy style and clear manner, for the King is
fully inclined to witness it. God willing, on seeing and hearing
the play the knot of egoism which has remained strongly tied in
the mind of the King will be opened.

Saying these words, he gave permission to his lady to arrange
for the representation of all that is contained in the play.”

This comparison shows what liberties Banwalidas has taken
with the text of Krishna Misra. But considering the different
worlds of thought and sentiment in which the two lived and remem-
bering the great interval of time which separates them the attempt
of the Persian scholar cannot be looked upon as lacking in merit
or scholarship. ;

The translator’s style follows the models of literary Persian
in fashion in the seventeenth century. Rhyming prose and ornate
diction were the characteristics of that style. But considering the
subject of the drama they seem to be quite suitable.

Banwalidas Wali, who lived in the middle of the seventeenth
century, belonged to the group of writers who contributed to the
development of the common Indian—Hindu-Muslim—culture of
India. On the one hand he attempted to compose a Mathnavi in
imitation of the great Sufistic poem of Maulana Jalal Ud Din
Rumi, on the other he translated the Hindu mystic drama of
Prabodhachandrodaya,
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This eleventh century Sansgkrit work was rendered into Persian
prose by Banwalidas Wali. In its Persian form the translation
closely follows the original. Although it is not a literal translation,
it retains the substance without any important deviation.

A comparison of the Sanskrit text with the Persian rendering
shows that Banwalidas has generally attempted to reduce the
diffuseness and repetition of the original in the attempt to enhance
the tenseness of the dramatic sentiment. In some places he has
omitted the translation of verses and in other places left out sen-
tences, sometimes speeches of the actors. There are numerous
cases in which speeches have been abbreviated. In a few places,
however, they have been lengthened too.

It is not necessary to tabulate all the variations, but the first
act may be taken for illustrating the methods of the translator.
In the very beginning Banwalidas omits the two verses (slokas)
of the prologue (nandi) and gives a free rendering of the speech of
Sutradhara (director) in which the reason for staging the drama is
explained. Krishna Misra’s Sutradhara says :

“ Enough, no more of this. I have been ordered by Sriman
Gopala whose lotus feet are worshipped by the cluster of rays
emanating from the jewels on the heads of the whole body of noble-
men, who has assumed the form of Nvisimha (man-lion) in order to
tear asunder the broad chests of his powerful enemies, who has
adopted the form of the great boar in order to rescue this earth
which was drowned under the great swirling ocean of the powerful
family of kings, the leaves of the creeper of whose glory have become
the ornaments of the ears of the maidens, representing all the direc-
tions, the fire of whose majesty dances in the wind created by the
waving of the ears of the elephants of the four quarters. We
have spent many days, since the world-conquering expedition of the
kindly-hearted king Kirtivarma, in oblivion of supreme happiness
and in enjoyment of the pleasures of the senses. Now we are
sated, because all the enemies of the king have been annihilated;
the burden of protecting the country has been entrusted to eminent
ministers, all the kings have agreed to bend their heads before the
empire whose frontiers are encircled by the seas. We are, there-
fore, desirous of being entertained with a drama based on the
peaceful sentiment. We request you to stage before King Kirti-
varma today the drama of Prabodhackandrodaye which our revered
teacher Sri Krishna Misra had composed and handed over to you.
The King together with his court are anxious to see this play.

Let it be so, let me go home and ask my lady to come and
make arrangements for musie.”

In Persian the same passage is rendered as follows :
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learned were unable to rise above tradition. The living stream
of knowledge had been dammed and noxious weeds luxuriated
in it.

How to awaken the mind to its pristine purity? How to
rescue men from the darkening counsels and demoralizing teachings
of the followers of decadent sects and immoral cults? Such were
the questions posed by the times. The drama gives us the pictures
of Buddhists, Jainas, Pashupata Saivas, Kapalikas—quarrelsome,
self-opinionated and egotistical sensualists and pleasure-seekers,
given to wine and women,

The times were evil, the situation serious, but according to
Krishna Misra it was no more than an aggravation of the universal
human predicament. For the human mind is the child of
Parabrakima, the absolute principle, the supra-conscious reality,
and Maya, the space-time-cause existence.

Mind, born of this pair, carries within it a twofold character.
When mind devotes itself to the particular, immediate, changeable
it assumes the form of Moha, that is, ignorance and illusion, but
when it seeks to release itself from this bondage it acquires
Viveka—discrimination, knowledge.

Because Moha is in charge, there is suffering and the cycle
of life and death. In the realm of Moha, desire, anger, greed,
deceit and egotism are ministers. They are wedded to falsehood,
delusion, lust, violence and appetite. They are powerful and proud
and exultant. But knowledge is supported by truth, patience,
resignation, meditation and determination which are accompanied
with faith, tranquillity, mercy, friendliness and forgiveness.
Enlightened by the divine teachings of Vedanta and helped by Visnu
Bhakti or devotion to God the mind fights and overcomes the hosts
of Moha or delusion. The alliance of Viveka and Vedanta leads
to the rise of the noon of understanding, and then the supreme
goal is achieved.

Krishna Misra’s drama has been described as an allegory.
But the description is not quite appropriate, for an allegory uses
symbols which stand for realitics. In Prabodhachandrodaya the
characters are not symbols, but virtues and vices in their own
characters. The drama is a dialogue between two opposite ten-
dencies of the human mind, and the triumph is that of reason over
ignorance and passion. It is thus a unique drama, for although
it is a drama of thought, it has the verisimilitude of action. There
is in it the dramatic conflict, dramatic surprise and denouement.
The ideal characters have very human traits. Its movement
keeps one almost spellbound till the very end, till the vietory of
knowledge is achieved,
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Sri Krishna Misra who is the author of the allegorical play,
Prabodhachandrodaya, lived in stirring times. In the tenth century
the Pratihara empire of Kanauj had declined and the influence of
the Chandellas was expanding with the result that their capital
Khajuraho attracted the wealth and the artists of Kanauj. Art
and architecture flourished and the famous temples of Khajuraho,
among which the beautiful temple of Kandarya Mahadeva
deservedly holds the pre-eminent position, were built.

But the incursions of the Ghaznavide conqueror Mahmud
early in the eleventh century so reduced Chandella power that the
Kalachuris of Chedi who had been their vassals became masters.

Kirtivarman Chandella, the younger son of King Vijayapala,
who ascended the throne after the death of his elder brother, King
Devendravarman, about A.D. 1070, was attacked by Kalachuri
Karna and forced to abandon his territory. But Kirtivarman’s
vassal, Gopala, drove Karna out and re-established his master’s
rule. The war continued for some time till Chedi Mandala was
seized by Kirtivarman. The Ghaznavide governor of the Panjab
also invaded Kalinjar, but was repulsed. The Chandella kingdom
recovered its glory.

Krishna Misra’s play, which was staged at the installation of
Kirtivarman as King, describes the socio-religious conditions
that then prevailed. It shows how false and heretical doctrines
were propagated by the missionaries of the Kalachuri King, who
appears in the drama as King Error, and how his principal agent,
a Kapalika devotee of the goddess Durga, by means of intimida-
tion, drink and prostitutes, converted the corrupt followers of
Buddhism and Jainism in the times of Kirtivarman’s predecessors
and promised to his devotees long life and extraordinary virility
and a life of sensual pleasures. But eventually Kirtivarman
recovers his kingdom and the defender of truth, purity and worship
of Visnu prevails over the followers of error, debauchery and deceit.

When Sri Krishna composed his drama, Sanskrit literature
was declining. The times of Kalidasa, Harsha and Bhavabhuti
were long past. Hindu society was traversing the downward
curve of the cultural arc. Politically, Hindu India was broken
into fragments of warring principalities. Its social divisions—
castes and subcastes—were becoming every day more rigid. The
vast masses were steeped in ignorance and . superstition. . The






FOREWORD
By Cor. B. H. Za1br,
Vice-Chancellor, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh

With the coming of Independence a notable effort has been
made by scholars and writers to understand the past, so that this
knowledge is available for weaving a better pattern of life for the
future. Our composite culture reveals a rich variety of colours
blending together in a‘unique manner and emphasizing the under-
lying unity. This composite culture is the result of the joint efforts
made for thousands of years by various cultural groups and insti-
tutions. During the Mughal period they led to a spate of trans-
lations of Sanskrit classics into Persian, thus bringing about a
greater appreciation of earlier lives and times, customs and manners,
religion and philosophy. These translations were made by scholars.
who knew Sanskrit and Indian languages and had also acquired
great proficiency in Persian. Munshi Banwali Das Wali flourished
in the seventeenth century and his work is already known to
students of Medieval Indian History, and I feel sure that the
publication of his Persian translation of the Sanskrit play,
Prabodhachandrodaya, by Sri Krishna Misra will be enthusias-
tically received by scholars as well as the general public. It is
needless for me to dwell at length on the significarrce of this play
as Dr. Tara Chand, who is an authority on Medieval Indian History,
has done full justice to it in his introduction. I need only add that
the play does not merely portray the human predicament in
those tumultuous days but also places this predicament in proper
perspective as the everlasting' conflict between the forces of desire
and those of knowledge. Though the work is mostly in the form
of a dialogue between two opposing forces in man, it has all the
characteristics of drama, that is, conflict, surprise and denouement.
The Persian translation, in spite of the style of ornate prose, follows
the original fairly closely.

We are grateful to Dr. Abidi for editing this Persian translation
of a notable Sanskrit play and thus giving us an opportunity to
peep into the decadent and yet fascinating panorama of currents
and cross-currents in the eleventh century. I am glad that the
Aligarh Muslim University sponsored the publication of this work.
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