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Informerdays, Arabic was very little cultivated in Bengal, the chief subject

of the study having been Persianliterature. Those who qualified themselves
in that language, held respectable post under Government.

[ PP A | RV
Unless a Mohamadan is a persian and Arabic scholar, he can not attain a

respectable position in Mohamadan society. i.e. he will not be regarded or
respected as a scholar.
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and importance. But even in the traditional Madrasas, Persian is
losing its ground. There are some reasons for this phenomenon:

Firstly, because Persian language has undrgone such a rapid
change during the last 40 years that it seemed that a new language
was taking birth. In traditional Madrasas, people do not like a
total cut off from our valuable heritage.

Secondly, Westernization of culture was also a reason for the
dissent of the traditional Madrasas from Iranian Modern lan-
guage. Hence their apathy towards modern Persian language and
thoughts.

Thirdly overemphasis on researches on Pre- Islamic period in
Iran having little practical advantage was also not attractive to
them. There may be some other reason also.

In the light of above described facts, a reform programme is to
be implemented, and it is hoped that at least in the premises of
Madras University, Persian can find some ground in near future.
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1

d. Hazrath Makan Library, Vellore.

All these libraries are known for their Persian and Arabic
manuscripts, mostly Persian MSs. The total number of manu-
scripts cannot be less than 20 thousand. About 15 thousand
manuscripts may be in Diwan Saheb Bagh alone. I could not
gather the correct figure of the Manuscripts. But this can give
only an idea to the reader.

5. Since Sufis had special love for Hazrath Ali and Ahl-e-Bait,
they wrote profoundly in praise of Hazrat Ali. The local Shias
invited to write Qaseedas in praise of Hazrat Ali which were
recited in gatherings. Such gathering was called Majlis-e-Mugadas-
sa. This tradition still continues but in Urdu language. This
tradtion created an atmosphere of love and brotherhood among
Shia and Sunni. The State of Tamil Nadu always appoints a Sunni
Qazi and a Shia Qazi to consult them in religious matters of
Muslims.

6. Sufis have played a tremendous role in bringing together the
people of different religion not only in Tamil Nadu but in the
whole country. Their teachings and thoughts are still of vital
importance. It has been taught by a great Persian Sufi poet that:

.»,(:.6.1 6\.'&.&‘ ['-’Tg'-*.

7. Persian language and literature have influenced all Indian
literary languages, but it is yet to be studied. Only a few works
have been published on this subject. Some efforts have been
made to find out these influences on some of the Dravidian
languages. ‘

8. In Tamil Nadu also, historical books, diaries, documents,
etc. were written in Persian language, and it requires generation
after generation to do researches on these topics. Despite these
bright aspects of Persian in Tamil Nadu, Persian is seeing gradual
set-back in this part of our country. People of Tamil Nadu are
losing their interest in Persian. Persian is alive only in Madrasas
due to Sadi and Hafiz and specially Sadi whose ‘Gulistan and
Bustan have become essential as a part of moral teachings.

Inspite of this gloomy picture, the State and Government and

our University are not apathetic to Persian language. But unless
and until people show their interest in Persian language, none can

hielp much. It can gain its ground if the people feel its necessity
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were produced and several tazkiras of Persian poets were
prepared.

Some of the outstanding Persian poets of Tamil Nadu are: Syed
Abdul Lateef Zauqi, Abdul Qadir Fakhri Mehraban, Bagir Agha
and Abjadi. Abdul Lateef Zauqi can be said as one of the most
outstanding Persian poets whom India has ever produced. He
was a great genius and auther of books on the exegesis of the
Quran, Islamic jurisprudence, Tasawuf, Aruz, etc. He wrote
Khamsa in imitation of Nizami and another Masnawi depicting
the Ghazawat. He was a Qaseeda-writer also.

Apart from poetry, some very important books on Tasawuf were
written in Tamil Nadu. Among them especially mentionable are:
Jawahirus-Sulook, Faslul-Khitab  and Ghayatut- Tahqiq, all
written by Qutb-e Vellore (d. 1289 A. H.) The commentary on
the Masnawi of Maulana Rumi was written by Mulla Abdul Ali
Bahrul-Uloom. Other literatures pertaining to medicine and
medical science, history, geography, ethics, music, etc., were also
written abundantly.

The outcome of these traditions were seen in many ways. Some
prominent features of the phenomena are mentioned below:

1. Tamil Nadu produced some great poets and writers. A few
of them have been already mentioned in this article.

2. Many traditional madrasas were established. Some of them
still exist. The most prominent among them are:

a. Hazrath Makan, Vellore, b, Bagiyatus- Salehat . Vellore c.
Jamalia College, Madras d. Darus-Salam Omarabad. Persian is
taught along with Arabic in these Madrasas.

3. Some new courses in Persian and Arabic were introduced in
these Madrasas which were recognized by Madras University.
The annual cxamination in these courses is managed by the
Madras University and the dcgree is given by the Madras
University. '

4. Some important oricntal libraries were established.-Some of
them still cxist. These are as under:

a. Diwan Saheb Bagh Library, Madras.

b. Governmemt Oriental Manuscriptlibrary, Madras.

¢. Walajah Public Library, Madras.
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has been influenced by Pahlavi or these Pallavas had already
forgotten their own language.

The land of Tamil Nadu experienced the sweetness of Persian
language for the first time after the invasion of their land by
Allauddin Khilji (1290-1316 A. D.), and although Sufis had
already settled in South India and had written books in Persian
language, yet it was after the invasion of south India by
Aurangzeb (d. 1707 A. D.) that Persian language found
currency in this land. After that Persian language was spoken by
the elite, and many poets and writers bent upon writing in
Persian. In Tamil Nadu, those who contributed to Persian
language were mainly Sufis, learned men employed in the
imperial army and Governement, religious teachers engaged in
teaching in Madrasas and poets and writers patronized by the
Nawabs and Amirs. Sometime after the death of Aurangzeb, an
independent State, Arcot was established in south India and
Tamil Nadu became a part of this State. The rulers of this state
were called Nawabs who adopted their title as Walajah. The
Nawabs patronized poets and learned men. Sufis,-however, kept
themselves away from the court but they were highly revered by
the Nawabs, nobles and masses. :

The first famous Sufi who wrote about one hundred books and
treatises in Persian language in Tamil Nadu was Makhdoom
Abdul Haq Sawi (d. 1165 A. H.). The subject matter of all his
writings is Tasawuf.

Syed Abul Hasan Qurbi (d. 1182 A. H.) the disciple of Abdul
Haq Sawi, was very intelligent. He had a good taste for Persian
poetry also. Due to his piety and literary taste, people were
attracted to him. He has done great services to the religion in
South India. He was a Sufi of high order and a good Persian poet
as well. After him, writing prose and poetry in Persian in Tamil
Nadu became in vogue. His two great pupils, Syed Abdul Lateef
Zawqi (d. 1119, A. IH.) who was his own son and Maulana Baqir
Agah were two great poets and savants of their time.

These masters of pen trained their pupils thus a tradition of
writing in Persian went on growing day by day, and within a span
of two hundred years, thousands of books on different subjects



Persian in Tamil Nadu
past and present

Dr. Syed Waheed Ashraf
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Tamil Nadu is the eastern coastal land of Indian Peninsula. This
linguistic state was formed after 1947, the year of independence of
India from foreign yoke. The language of the majority of the
people of the state is Tamil, a Dravidian language.

South India has had cultural contact with Iran from very
ancient time (History of the Tamils, P. T. S. N. lyengar, 1982).
There has been a royal dynasty in Tamil Nadu called Pallava
dynasty. It is still a controversial problem among historians that
who these Pallavas were. This much has been established by
archaeologists and historians that Pahlavi people from Iran had
migrated to North India and they had established their kingdom
in that part of the country. (Administration and social life under
the Pallavas, C. Minakshi 1977, p. 39).

It is possible that from North India, they would have migrated to
South India and they would have conquered a part of the
land and settled their government. In Tamil language there is no
sound of ‘h” and therefore the ‘h’ of Pahlava was converted into ‘I’
and thus Pahlava bacame Pallava. The word Pallava is not of
Tamil origin while Pahlava in Pahlavi language means brave.

This theory is strenghthend by the fact that in this part of Tamil
Nadu some Iraninan customs and cultural traditions were also
prevalent in those days (Dravidian India, T.T. Sesha. Iyengar.
1982), which might have been brought by Pahlavi people. No
efforts have been made till now to find out if the Tamil language
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promotor on one hand and can also ease the employment
problem among the Persian scholars at the other.

7 SCOPE OF PERSIAN

Another point which needs emphasis is the scope of the subject
after a scholar has put in a great labour and the golden span of his
life in the service of a language. The Persian-world should care
for the future of the scholars who have spent their lives for the
cause of the Persian language.

It is indeed a matter of great pleasure and encouragement for
us that we have been invited here to put forward the problems
and difficulties facing us in learning and promoting the Persian
language and discuss the possible solutions.

I am grateful to you for giving us a patient hearing. I, myself,
and on behalf of my colleagues, extend heartiest thanks to you for
the kind hospitality provided to us and also for the courtesy
shown to us.

Our relations with Iran are very old and we have sincere wishes
for its welfare. We pray to God that under the leadership of
Hazrat Aqa-i-Imam Khomeini this country marches ahead and
achieves new heights. ,

Hazrat Aqa-i-Imam Khomeini Zindabad,Kishwar-i-Iran Paen-
dabad.
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language. They at least make the interested reader aware of the
ideas and expressions of the original work. Though translations of
various Persian works are available in English and other
languages but it would be necessary to have them in Indian
languages for the promotion of Persian in India. It would be of
great help to provide fellowships for the purpose of translation of
Persian texts into other languages. Such works are ought to have a
tremendous impact on the learning, teaching and promotion of
any language which should, therefore, be made and encouraged
on all costs.

A recent example of such a work is the simultaneous translation
of Sadi’s Gulistan into Hindi and Sanskrit by Acharya Dharmen-
dranath which has been published under a scheme on the classical
books by the Indian Institute of Languages. This work includes
the original Persian text and its Hindi transcription. It is a work
par excellence giving all the required details and shall remain a
classical work itself for years to come and for which the Persian
world should ever remain indebted to the translator and the
Institute.

6 COLLOQUIAL LANGUAGE

The colloquial aspect of any language is not a negligible one.
We have very little idea and understanding of modern colloquial
Persian, since we are far away from Iran and our ears are not
accustomed to colloquial Persian which in turn affects our
speaking and understanding of the language.

For this purpose, scholars from India should be invited here for
short term courses and/or secondly, experts should be sent to
India to hold such short term «schools» at various places, at least,
twice a year as was done in June, 1985 for which we are grateful to
Mr. Hasan Askari Rad, Cultural Councilior of Iran. Besides,
language laboratories, as we have one at New Delhi, should be
established in other states also.

Lastly, broadcasting of weekly serials on radio can also be
taken up for teaching modern colloquial Persian in the most
important regional languages of India such as Urdu, Hindi,
Tamil, Telugu, Gujrati, Bengali, etc. This can be a valuable
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3 BOOKS

Here it will not be out of place to mention that even text books
of Persian are a big and universal problem in India. There is no
publication of new books. The students and teachers copy the
whole syllabus from the decades-old books borrowed from the
unijversity library and then study it. For how long will the books
published by the Nawal Kishore Press help us?

Since new books are neither being published in India nor are
they being imported, the present day student is being deprived of
the information regarding the life and works of poets like Bahar
and Parveen Etisami and scholars like Dihkhuda, Hijazi, Saeed
Nafisi, etc. This is a miserable condition arising only out of
non-availability of books and can be easily removed by restoring
an adequate supply of books on reasonable costs.

The trade of books between the two countries does not exist
today. An exchange of books between us can easily solve this
problem. You can supply Persian-books to us and can import
books on science, technology, etc. from us at a cheaper price as
compared to other countries. Besides, a supply of supporting
books and magazines will also supplement the cause of learning
Persian.

It is a matter of great pleasure for us, I may add, that after the
Islamic revolution we have been getting a regular supply of
newspapers and certain magazines.

4 TEACHING MEDIUM

Every person prefers to learn any language through his mother
tongue or the native language. The official language of our state is
"Hindi’. At present no book of dictionary in ’Hindi’is available.
For the promotion of the Persian language, it will be necessary to
provide books and dictionaries for the students in their native
language whatever it may be. In our case we would like to have
such books in "Hindi’

5 TRANSLATIONS
Translated works are great tools in the propagation of a



8 The Third Seminar

character and does not meet the requirements of a modern
academic society.

The result of such a chaos is that the student is forced to pick up
the literature from a literature-inclined syllabus and fails to pick
up the language. In this process, needless to point out, his
grasping of literature is also affected which could have been richer
had he known the language better.

Whereas these students learn to speak and write other
Euoropean languages in a span of two years, they fail to do so in
case of Persian.

A language is a composition of four elements, viz., speaking,
listening, writing, and reading. Without any one of these, the
knowledge of a language remains incomplete.

The courses of our students should, therefore, be so modified
and updated that they learn the language and literature both
equally well.

2 NON-UNIFORMITY IN COURSES

In addition to being obsolete in nature, every university in
India has a different syllabus for which no books are available. A
matter as small as setting up of a question-paper for another
university becomes a project. The courses should, therefore, not
only be revised, it should be published in a minimum number of
books so that every university can choose a syllabus according to
its requirements.

I am putting up this matter before you because the revision of
courses according to the requirements of the modern academic
world is a delicate task and is surely going to prove of immense
value in the long run. We would, therefore, like to have your
experts and invaluable advice on this matter. Only your knowledge
of requirements of the modern Persian can be up to the mark and
only you are capable of leading us in the art of the modern
techniques which can help us learning and promoting the
language quickly and save us from the wastage of labour and
time. '
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states of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan share its
western boundary. The way this pious land of incarnations of
Lords Rama, Krishna and Buddha provided promoting circumst-
ances to ’Brij Bhasha’ (it is a language of western U.P.) and
’Khari Boli’ (the modern "Hindi’ of present era), it provided even
opportunities for the development of Persian. Melodies which
filled the plains of the holy river Ganga and its tributaries with
their echo from the time of Amir Khusrau to Mirza Asaduliah
Khan Ghalib are the gifts of this soil.

At present, there are fifty seven districts and seven hundred
and four cities in U.P., Lucknow being its capital. Among these
cities are distributed four hundred and one colleges and twenty
one universities. Although the contribution of Lucknow had not
been so important in the promotion and development of Persian,
that of its surrounding areas, viz., Bilgiram, Gopamau, Kakori,
Khairabad, Sandila, etc. have been very significant. At present,
the Persian language finds refuge in the Universities of Agra,
Aligarh, Allahabad, Banaras, Bareilly, Gorakhpur and Lucknow.
At most of these places Persian is studied at undergraduate,
postgraduate and research levels.

There are nineteen degree colleges in Lucknow. Persian is
being taught in three colleges only. Besides, there is a Depart-
ment of Persian in the University of Lucknow which came into
existence with the creation of the University. The University also
has an Oriental Department of Arabic and Persian where diploma
courses are being taught since 1864.

The main problems facing us at present are as follows:

1 DEFECTIVE COURSES

Generally Persian does not find a place in the syllabi of the
pre-university courses in India and is introduced at the under-
graduate level. Its resuit is that the students with very good
academic record and a deep interest in Persian literature are not
even aware of the Persian alphabet. The teaching at the
undergraduate level has, therefore, to include such preliminary
lessons as the introduction of the Persian alphabet,’ Amadnamah’
etc., which are then followed by a syllabus which is obsolete in



Problems and Possible Solutions

Asifa Zamani, Ph.D.

University of Lucknow
India

The Persian language came to India with the advent of
Mahmud Ghaznavi in 1001 A.D., reached its zenith during the
Moghul period —which is regarded as its Golden period— and
became the language of the crown. During the British period, it
was dethroned from the status of the official language and its
place was taken over by Urdu. Its decline continued and by the
end of the second quarter of the twentieth century, it became a
dead language in India.

In the third quarter of the twentieth century efforts were
intensified for its revival and since then are obviously being met
with a number of problems and difficulties which are being
highlighted here -

The problems facing us are more or less similar throughout
India but present themselves in different shapes and manners and
must, therefore, be dealt accordingly.

Since I am associated with the Department of Persian,
University of Lucknow, 1 will confine myself to the problems
facing the teachers and students in our state.

Twenty two states and nine Union Territories constitute the
Repubilic of India. Our state Uttar Pradesh (henceforth abbrevi-
ated U.P.) is the largest state from the point of view of
population. Magnificent snow-bound peaks of Himalayas mark its
northern boundary. To its south lies the state of Madhya Pradesh.
To its east is the state of Bihar. The Union Territory of Delhi and
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medieval period literature was supposed to be an art whose worth
was determined by the ornamentation of the language. There is
no dearth of such books, both of prose and poetry, in which the
author has very little to communicate. His primary aim is to give
an impressive show of his craftsmanship by using various
rhetorical devices. Such books should be replaced by thought-
provoking works.

No satisfactory improvement, however, in the teaching of
Persian language and literature can be achieved, at least in India,
without active collaboration of the Persian speaking countries.
This fact is being more and more realised and some steps have
been taken in this direction in India. Under the Indo-U.S.S.R.
Cultural Exchange Programme, a bilateral relationship was
recommended between the Aligarh Muslim University and the
Tajikistan State University, Doushanbe. This writer visited
Tajikistan under the same programme and exchanged ideas with
the Persian scholars and educationists of that region. It was a
pleasant surprise for me to find that many Persian poets of India
were more popular there than in their own home country.
Towering above all was Bedil, who has left a deep impact on the
country. Tajikistan Scholars have written many books on his
philosophy and poetic style and regard him as their master and
guide. Similar exchange programmes could be established with
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, to augment and enrich
the flow of fresh knowledge and learning.

Among all the countries associated with the Persian tradition,
Iran maintains a unique position. Being the original home of
Persian, it is today, looked upon as the chief patron of this great
language. Iran can function as a centre for the dispersal of Persian
learning by establishing academic and educational contacts with
other countries, including India. It can revitalize the Persian
education by calling a sizable number of Indian scholars to Iran
and also by sending Iranian Professors .as advisors of Persian
teaching to Universities in India where Persian is taught. This
would enable Persian teaching to move from the medieval period
into the modern period. Except for Delhi, where some facilities
are available for learning modern Persian, no other place in India
has any satisfactory arrangement for such education.

5
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During my visit to U.S.A. 1 had the opportunity to meet
Indo-Persian scholars at Duke University and the Universities of
Chicago and Harvard, who are doing valuable work on the Sufi
literature of India. We, Indians, however, do possess the
knowledge and tradition, but we do not have suitable conditions
and facilities, which are indispensable to proper research and
elucidation of such works. Research should not be confined to
just the editing of moth-eaten manuscripts irrespective of whether
they possess any quality of thought content. Again, our research
work should be scholarly, well documented and be supported by
up-to-date information on what work is being done in other
countries. These conditions are not generally fulfilled in India.

Not less alarming is our negligence of literary criticism
regarding Persian writers of the classical as well as the modern
period. In Europe, literary criticism dates back to the time of
Aristotle and has grown into a fully developed science, taking into
its orbit many other social sciences. Unfortunately, we do not
possess this tradition. The only heritage we have received consists
of Tadhkirahs, which deal primarily with the life of poets. Critical
appreciation found in such books is confined to set words of
exaggeration. Again, the critical terms found in such books are
vague and generalised and can be equally applied to any poet.
Persian literature is one of the richest literatures of the world, but
the books of literary criticism written on it in India, could be
counted on one’s finger tips. In our teaching of Persian literature
we have to keep both its aesthetic and didactic qualities
upper-most in our minds, because the emotional effect of
literature and poetry is of vital importance in the development of
personality. An inspiring lecture on Sa’di, Rumi or Hafiz can
introduce the listeners to the highest powers that God has given to
man, where we come closest to Him, that is, our creative powers.

Drastic changes are necessary in the courses of Persian studies.
Most of the courses which were taught at the begining of this
century in India, continue upto this day, although social
conditions and academic requirements have changed. Conse-
quently, many books of literature prescribed in the courses have
become out of date, even from the literary point of view. In the
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Persian teacher, which is very important, would improve. This is
particularly true at the elementary level and Persian teachers at
this level deserve still more attention. Generally a product of
madrasahs, they are ill-paid and inefficient without an idea of
modern methods of education. These teachers should be edu-
cated through the medium of English and should be taught the
best methods of teaching, which will be most readily available
through the English language. They should have the necessary
training and educational knowledge to enable them to explore
new approaches in teaching and to try freshideasin the Indian
context. They should also have access to the modern techniques
of education. In order to up-date Persian, from its classical form
to the currently used contemporary Persian, some technological
aids would be extremely helpful. The major item here would be
the use of language laboratories. With properly prepared and
graded tapes, the full beauty and fluency of Persian could be
easily imparted to the students. In this context, tapes of
pronunciation, convessation , poetry and music could be pre-
pared. These, if graded properly, would take the student to a high
level of proficiency in the language. One final addition to this
could be short and feature Iranian movies that would integrate
many of the points into a well co-ordinated whole. Such taped
programmes would remove some of burden from the teachers and
enable them to advance more quickly in developing a real
appreciation for Persian in their students.

At the universtiy level, however, Persian teachers are better
placed. They get the same emoluments and have the same status
as any other teacher, but in comparison to other countries, they
are still deprived of many facilities. The result is that we have
lagged behind in the study of our own literature. Our country, for
instance, has made great contribution to Sufi thought. Many Sufis
and thinkers of medieval India have left treasures of wisdom,
which need to be carefully read, deeply pondered and re-
evaluated in the changing circumstances of modern civilization. It
is gratifying to note that American and European scholars are
giving their attention to the rich heritage of ours, in spite of great
difficulties of language that they encounter in reading the texts.

3
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India, irrespective of caste and religion.

The real setback to Persian occured in the second quarter of the
present century when Urdu itself began to lose its hold on the
administrative and educational spheres as a result of the popular
upsurge favouring Hindi and other local dialects. Consequently,
after Independence, Persian was reduced to the status of a
classical language and was generally read thereafter only by the
Urdu-speaking community. Its position in the educational institu-
tions also suffered accordingly. While previously it enjoyed the
key-position in the curriculum, by being the medium of instruc-
tion as well as the most important subject of Humanities, it now
remanied only as an optional subject. As a result of the social and
political changes in the country, Persian is now of little use in the
career-building of a young man. Except for the National Archives
of India, where Persian is still needed to read the old manuscripts
and inscriptions of the historical monuments, no other depart-
ment of the Goverment is dependent on this language. Some
vaccancies for modern Persian sometimes occur in the diplomatic
missions serving in the Persian-speaking countries. Also, a few
Persian teachers get employment at the educational institutions,
but the number of such institutions is declining day by day. In
such unfavourable circumstances Persian has stopped attracting
the best minds, who, if they prefer to study literature at all, go
into English literature. Consequently, the students of Persian
literature are not as sharp and bright as those belonging to other
subjects.

The first step, therefore, to improve the teaching of Persian,
should be to improve the prospects of employment for its
students. Job-criented courses could be linked with Persian.
Also, centres of advanced studies in the classical Persian
literature, as well as contemporary Persian, ought to be established
in India. Possibilities should be explored about the use of
Persian in such business concerns and Industrial firms in which
Iranians are involved. Effective measures on the above men-
tioned lines are likely to bring about a change in the educational
attitude towards Persian. It would no longer be regarded as a
neglected subject of the curriculum and the social status of the



The Teaching of Persian Language
and Literature in India

Prof. Waris Kirmani
Aligarh Muslim University

The teaching of Persian language and literature in India has
evolved out of centuries of Muslim rule and has become deeply
rooted in the lives of millions of people who have been brought up
in the Indo-Persian tradition. Upto the year 1837, it was the court
language and enjoyed the privileges of this position. The
extra-ordinary love and partronage which the Timurid dynasty, as
well as other preceding regimes, gave this language is well known.
The deep impact of the Persian language on us can, however, be
imagined by the fact that our religion, which was revealed in the
Arabic language, came to us through the Persian sources. The
following sarcastic remark by a foreign critic illustrates the extent
to which the Islamic thinkers of India were inclined towards
Persian: '

«The book of God is in the Arabic language and these people of
God (Islamic thinkers of India) wrote and spoke Persian.»

A more sympathetic and enlightened remark from Prof.
Bausani in one of his books states that the single binding force for
the Muslims of the Indian sub-continent is the Persian tradition.

After the year 1837, Urdu replaced Persian as the court
language of British India, but because of its deep affinity with the
Urdu language, Persian continued to assert itself through
literature, culture and education. It, therefore, remained the
language of the elite and its knowledge was considered to be a
mark of refinement and noble birth among all the communities of






A Note from the Editor

The third seminar of Persian language, sponsored by Iran
University Press, which was held on 14-18 June, 1986, focused its
attentionon the study of the Problems of Persian Language in India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh. One reason for emphasis upon this
aspect of the Persian language was, to quote Mr. Nasrollah
Pourjavady, the seminar’s general director, «the deep and wide
spread influence of Persian language in India and Pakistan over the
centuries.» Since this language «has once been the language of the
religion, science and literature throughout the vast Asian lands.»

At the third seminar around thirty lectures were presented by
scholars from Iran as well as India, Pakistan & Bangladesh. More-
over, some of the guests who could not manage to come at the
scheduled time, sent their lectures to the seminar’s commitee,
amongwhichthree articles were of particularinterest. These articles
which are included in this volume are as following:

1. «Teaching of Persian Language & Literature in India» by Prof.
Waris Kirmani from Aligarh Muslim University.

I1. «Problems & Possible Solutions», by Dr. Asifa Zamani from
the University of Lucknow.
II1. «Persian in Tamil Nadu, Past & Present» by Dr. Syed Waheed
Ashraf from the University of Madras.
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