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Verbal System in Dashti with Some Hints on Middle, Early New Persian
and Modern Persian
M. N. Kohan, Ph. D.

In this study the verbal system of Dashti is explored. The variant examined
here belongs to Kordovan, a village some 70 km Away from the city of
Khurmoj in Bushehr Province alongside the Persian Gulf. Kordovan has
3000 inhabitants. Most of the villagers work as farmers or fishermen.
Dashti is spoken in Khurmoj and all its neighboring areas.

Linguistically speaking, Kordovan is located in a relic area and its
language has preserved many characteristics lost in the other areas.

Dashti is a very conservative dialect and exhibits many linguistic
features characteristic of Pahlavi, official language of Sassanid dynasty
(3"-7" centuries), as well as those of New and Modern Persian.

Dashti is considered as one of the members of the southern branch of
western Iranian dialects. It can be considered as an endangered language
which is affected by the official national language and its native speakers
are rapidly decreasing generation after generaion. Little has been done to
record this dialect.

In this article, the morphology and in rare cases the syntax of verbs and
verb phrases are examined. The similarities as well as differences of verb
structure in Dashti to those of Middle, New and Modern Persian are also
pointed out.



Gemination in Persian
A. K. Za'faranloo, Ph. D.

In this article, gemination is, at first, defined linguistically and
orthographically, followed by, a historical review of Persian orthography
and the existence of gemination in Modern Persian. During the Islamic
era, the Middle Persian orthography was gradually replaced by Arabic
orthography due to the shortomings and ambiguities invalued in the
former. With the adoption of Arabic orthography. Arabic words with their
own orthographical, conjugational, inflective, and paradigmatic rules and
systems entered Persian vocabulary in which the same rules and systems
were not used. Arabic gemination 75has a paradigmatic form which has
never appeared in the same manner in Persian. While Arabic gemination is
constrained and predictable, it is notso in Persian. Thus, it causes many
problems for Persian learners who don’t know how to use markers in
Persian. For this reason, gemination markers are memorized by Persian
learners.

In this article an attempt is made to classify geminates by their Arabic
bases. Further described is the difference between true and apparent
geminations. Moreover, the representation of geminated words in
non-linear phonology is presented according to Goldsmith’s theory. In the
conclusion, the special behaviour of geminates are further described.



The Comparison of Duration of Vowels and Syllables in Persian
Spoken Language, Traditional Meter and Folkmeter
Omid Tabibzadeh, Ph. D.

In this article an attempt has been made to compare experimentally the
duration of vowels and syllables in Persian traditional meter, folkmeter
and spoken language. It is concluded that the duration of syllables in
Persian folkmeter is very similar to that of Persian spoken language, but
Persian traditional meter follows a different pattern. This prosodic
similarity between Persian folkmeter and spoken language explains clearly
why all Persian native speakers learn so easily the true recitition of Persian
folkmeter early in their childhood, but they have usually great difficulty in
learning the quantitative meter of traditinal poetry. The article concludes
that in the Persian folkmeter weight (a contrast between long and short
vowels) does not play a Prominant role and that it is not quantitative what
SO ever.



Compounding in Persian
Based on some notions of x theory
A. Tabatabayi, Ph. D.

Syntactic phrases, like NP and VP, have a word as their head that
percolates its category features to the entire phrase. This is true of the
complex words as well. Compounding is a highly productive process in the
Persian language. This essay focusses on the headedness and percolation in
compounds and the relation between their semantic and syntactic head.
The most productive processes in the Persian word-formation are those by
which endocentric compounds are formed.

Giving an explanation for this is an aim of the essay.



Semantic Aspect of Ezafe Morpheme
M. Bijankhén, Ph. D.

This paper investigates the Ezafe construction in Persian from semantic
viewpoint. Ezafe morpheme is a grammatical formative which is used to
join one constituent of an NP to the following one. The objective of the
paper is to find a rule by means of which well-formed and ill-formed
genetive constructions could be semantically distinguished. Using
intonational patterns, the function of Ezafe morpheme has been
introduced in both marked and unmarked situations. Then, the referential
meaning of the morpheme in both situations has been discussed by using
macro and micro concepts of the constituents. Additionally, in the
framework of the Theory of the Universe of Discourse, the Ezafe
morpheme is defined as a set of ordered pairs which joins the elements of
the genetive construction. Furthermore, the logical form of the Ezafe
morpheme has been analyzed as a conditional proposition which is in the
domain of existential and universal quantifiers. There are eight sample
genetive constructions, are cited to identify the logical form of the
morpheme. At the end, the sematic relation between the constituents has
been discussed in eight sample NPs through three parameters of reflexivity,
symmetry, transitivity, and a semantic feature [human]. Palmer’s distintion
between alienable and inalienable possession has been explained by using
the recommended rule.



Syntactic Fanctions in Persian:
A study based on Martinet’s Functionalist Theory
Pirouz Izadi, Ph. D.

This article undertakes to identify syntactic functions in Persian based on
the functionalist theory of André Martinet. First, it describes the
foundation of functionalist theory which is comprised of two key concepts
of communicative relevancy and linguistic economy. Then, the structure of
language is explained according to this theory and some basic concepts are
introduced.

The final section of the article is devoted to the syntactic functions in
Persian. In this section, syntactic functions and relevant functionals are
identified and in each case an axiologic description is presented. The
article concludes that functionals have a very important role in
determining syntactic functions in simple sentences in Persian.



Syntax - Phonogogy Interface
M. Eslami. Ph. D.

An understanding of prosody and intonation in particular, plays a
significant role in speech synthesis. In this relation, correct intonational
elements placement improves the naturalness of synthesized speech. This
study has been carried out in the framework of autosegmental-metrical
(AM) phonology and particulary within the Pierrehumbert’s (1980-92)
approach. In explaining the intonational patterns of Persian syntactic
phrases and sentences, a language - specific principle has been detected.
According to this principle, the place and type of intonational elements
are predictable in unmarked situations, using syntactic information. The
speech synthesizer which uses the results of this research, converts the text
to speech with some high quality.

Key word: stress, accent, pitch, pitch contour, intonation, speech synthesis
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