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FOREWORD

It is indeed a matter of joy that the department of Andhra
Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research.
Institute publishes, for the first time, an Urdu Manuscript relating
to the subject of Lexicography duly edited by the departmental
Research Assistant himself.

Of the 23 thousand odd manuscripts of this Library, about 17
thousand belong to the Arabic, Persian and Urdu languages which
constitute almost three-fourths of the total collection and preser-
vation,

The present publication in Urdu-namely MustalhEt-i-Thaggi~
edited by Mr. Mir Karamat Ali, is only a modest beginning of
the forth- coming publications proposed under publication scheme
of the Seventh Five Year Plan. During the course of the Sixth
Five Year Plan, the department got the following manuscripts
edited by eminent scholars in Arabic, Persian and Urdu. The edited
copies are ready for printing.

Arabic works on theology and life of the prophet

1) “‘Kitab Ul Minhaj Al Razi- fi - Al Mustafa’ written by
Allama Fakheruddin Razi has been edited by Prof. M. A,
Sattar Knan.

2) ‘Nazam-Ul-Durar-Wal-Marjan’ of Al Beranji Auhaduddin
has been edited by Prof. Md. Ibrahim Nadvi, Head
of the Department of Arabic. Osmania University.
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Persian works on History

(1) 'Tarikh E-Adil Shahi’ of Noorullah Bin Razi has
been edited by Prof. Sherief Unisa Ansari. Head
of the Department of Persian, Osmania University.

(2) ’‘Khootut Mir Alam’ ofMir‘Alam has been edited
by Dr. Rafeeq Fatima Reader in Persian, Osmania
University.

Urdu works on History and Poetry
(1) ‘Tarikh-i-Ferozshahi’ of waris Ali Shah has been
edited by Dr. Mir Najam Uddin Alikhan,
retired Junior Lecturer in History.

(2) ‘Diwan-i-ljad’ of ljad Hyderabadi, has been edited
by Dr. Aqeel Hashami, Lecturer in Urdu,
Osmania University.

In addition to the above works, the department took up
for publication, the following translation works also, getting
copies through the departmental offset duplicating unit.

Transiation of Sanskrit Vedas and Upanishads into
Persian and Urdu

1. Serre Akber: Translation of Vedas into Persian by Dara
Shikow - four Volumes running to 2289 pages,

2. Translation of Rgveda and Atharvaveda into Persian by
Dara Shikow - T\;vo separate works in 204 pages.
Gyan Parakash- Translation of Gita into Urdu-165 pages

Naseeketa Puran - Translation of a portion of Kathopa-
nishad into Urdu- 22 pages by Mannulal.

A cursory glance at the above titles discloses to the
naked eye, the fact that the activities of the department aim at
a high order of National integration and cultural unity.

After all, the quintessance of any higher learning and
advanced thinking:is but the mutual understanding of the noble



tenets of tolerance, peaceful co-existance and universa}
brotherhood. ‘

The present publication

The present publication comes under the category of
lexicon relating to the vocabulary used by the Thags. History
of India records that during the period of British rule, the Thags
used to plunder the wayfarers. The methods adopted by the
Thags in robbing the passengers were very cruel and deceitful.
They became a problem to the British rulers. The Government took
several measures through their officers for suppression of the
Thags. These operations took place particularly durlng the period
from 1825 to 1835 A.D.

tord William Benting established a separate depattment
to stop the Thag astivities and posted several officers to
investigate into the matter. In the year 1830 Col. Solomon
was deputed and posted as a higher officer. He tried to give
the Thags a psychological treatment. Such of the Thags, who
after being arrested, confessed to lead a normal life, were excused.
They gradually changed their old ways of life.

The noteworthy aspect of Thags’ life, as far as this book
is concerned, is the usage of a peculiar vocabulary, intelligible
to the Thags themselves in their inner circles. In other words,
we may say the vocabulary was such that the wayfarers might
not understand its meaning. The frequency and usage of their
secret words went to such an extent that their number became
so unwieldy and yet meaningful as to attract lexicographers to
work exclusively on this terminology. The arrangement of the
vocaburaly is alphabetical under the first letter only. The text
contains about 740 words and phrases employed by the Thags.

The name of this Dictionary is aptly put ‘Mustalhat-i-
Thaggi’ which means the terminology relating to Thags. It is the
Thag vocabulary that formed the content of this dictionary. Thag
means a deceiver or cheater.



vi

¢

The Author

The author of this work, Mr. Ali Akber of Allahabad,
‘was employed in the office of captain W.H. Soloman, General

Superintendent for suppression of Thags, at Jabalpur in 1835.
The General Superintendent ordered him to enquire into and
gather information regarding the practices of the Thags with full
meaning of the peculiar words and phrases employed by them.

In fact, the General Superintendent himself was engag-
ed in this work and the officer appointed under him, for this
purposa, embodied the information in such a manner that it
was subsequently published at Calcutta in 1836.

The title chosen for this work was Ramaseeana or a voca-
‘bulary of the peculiar language used by the Thags=.

The Importance of the work

Nowadays great attention is paid to the study of Lexico-
graphy. The linguistic interest manifested in collecting the
professional terminology of people gradually increased. No doubt,
the time has come when an attempt is to be made to collect the
terminology used by people of all prrnfessions including those
of thieves and robbers. It is not the nature of profession that
counts but it is the copious vocabulary that counts and serves
as an effective vehicle for the thought.

From the lingustic point of view, vocabulary pertaining to
all walks of life’ should be studied with special insight. ‘All
walks of life’ means all professions irrespective of their good-
ness or otherwise. What is actually important is the way of
expression and method of ventilating the feeling with the
required diction.

xCatalogue of the Hindustani Manuscripts in the Library of
India office by the late James Fuller Blumhardt, M.A,,
published in 1926 by The Oxford University Press, London,
Page 132- Catalogue No. 250, Content No. X|V.
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The note further adds that the coded Urdu terminology of
Thags during British rule would, no doubt, throw new light on
the Urdu diction and hence the work could be taken up for
printing.

The proposal was agreed to by the then Commissioner
Sri P. Sitapati, 1. A. S., Commissioner in - charge of Oriental
Manuscripts Library and Research Institute and the editing of
this unique manuscript was thus initiated.

Later, in January 1981, 1 took over charge of the Department
and after making thorough examination of the file concerning
the manuscript, issued orders to Mr. Mir Karamat Ali, my Research
Assistant in Urau, to prosecute the editing work. For corro-
boration and comparison of the text, we got a microfilm copy
of the manuscript available at the India Office Library, London
with the kind courtesy of the authorities concerned.

The present publication is the fruit of the academic zeal
and sincere labours of the departmental Research Assistant.

Catalogue particulars of the manuscript

The following are the catalogue particulars of the manus-
cript available in the department of Andhra Pradesh Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research Institute.

1. Manuscript Numbgr : 375
2. Title of the manuscript : Mustalhat-1-Thaggi
3. Language : Urdu
4. Subject : Dictionary
5. Bibliographical Description : i) Complete copy

ii) Pages 159

iii) size of the page

25 x 16 cm,

iv) Handmade brownish paper

6_.. Author +  Ali Akber

7. Date of Transcription : 6 June 1936



8. Place of Transcription

9. Bibliographical reference

10. Contents of the Text:
From page 1 to 9

Page 10

Pages 11 to 158

Pages 158 & 159

ix

=
-

Jabalpur

Late Sri Naseeruddin Hashmi
a Veteran scholar and author
of the Descriptive catologue
of State Central Library inclu-
ded at page 361, the particu-
lars of this manuscript now
available in the Oriental
Manuscripts  Library  and
Research Institute.

i) Introduction

iii)

i) In praise of God page1

ii) About the Thags pages
2t09

ii) Statement showing pérticu-
lars of imprisonment of

Thags.

Dictionary containing
Terminology of Thags in 21
chapters for 21 letters from
Aleef (A) to Ha (H)

Author's letter regarding the
submission of his wotk on
Thags to

iv)

1. Capt. William Henry
2. Capt. James Peter

3. Col. Thomas Peterson,
his immediate Superiors in

the Office at Jabalpur where
he was working as Sheri-

stadar.
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The meaning of the Code Words

It may not be out of place if | give a few examples of the
Urdu Code terminology with the meaning in English.

Urdu Code Meaning
Alphabet word in English
Aleaef Ankra One thousand
Ba Badu Thags

Pa Puthra Horse

Cheem Chamjana Arrest

Seen Santa Sword

Kaf Kathi Slow talking

Masat Karna
Ghaf Gabha Cloth

The code word ‘Kathi Masatkarna® in the table means ‘Slow
talking’. It reveals the fact that the total activity of
Thags was itself a secret affair as they induiged in cheating
the wayfarers, slowly talking to each other, while secretly plann-
ing for plundering.

The dictionary gives details of severe punishments infiicted
.on the Thags by the British rulers. Apart from the linguistic
aspect of the work, it contains a didactic element that the
culprits of wrong deeds should suitably be punished.

. Conclusion

This dictionary, | am sure, will have its own place among
the rank and file as also the scholarly world of Laxicographers.
Nowadays Laxicographers are constantly making efforts to
increase the knowledge of people by adding more number of
words to the dictionaries from time to time. The dictionary is
the source of information with correct expression of the human
mind through its vocabuiary. Selection of vocabulary is largely
based on the currency and frequency of the words. The word-
stock of any language should be adequate and help the readers
at large.
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Keeping these ideals of lexicography, this work has been got
edited. Like the revolutionary developments that have been made
in the fields of science. literature and technology, the profession
and career of modern man add new dimensions to the life style
and linguistic aspect, The extent to which the language is spreading
and the word-stock is increasing are unbelievably marvellous.

I do hope that this dictionary-namely Mustalhat-1-Taggi-
will add its own marvel to the fantastic measures of modern
lexicography.

I congratulate Mr. Mir Karamat Ali. editor of this work
and Mrs. Rafath Rizwana, another staff member of the depart-
ment, on their sincere efforts to bring out this volume.

It is upto the world of Urdu scholars and lexicographers
to adjudicate the merits of the work.

! am grateful to the Government of Andhra Pradesh for
their keen interest in developing the art and culture through the
ever increasing activities of the department of which the crash
programme of publications figures prominently.

HYDERABAD-1 (Sd) V.V.L. NARASIMHA RAO
March 1986. Director,
Andhra Pradesh Government

Oriental Manuscripts Library

and Research Institute.
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