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from the eyes of the scholars. It was with the purpose of bringing
this rich and valuable contribution of our poets to light that I started
work on the present project.

Persian language is a symbol of our deep and long relationship
of amity, friendship and cultural affinity between the people of Iran
and Pakistan who are bound together in the common ties of faith,
culture, history and, what is more important, in the world of future
wherein both are destined to play together a significant role in this
part of the world.  This relationship has greatly developed in depth
after the establishment of the RCD. On the occasion of the celebra-
tion of the 2500th year of Monarchy in Jran, we in Pakistan are
equally happy to paticipate in this auspicious function.

1 feel honoured to be able to present this humble contribution
of mine. I must express my indebtedness to Mr. Mumtaz Hasan and
Syed Hussamuddin Rashdi who gladly agreed to include this work
among the publications prepared by Committee on this auspicious
occasjon.

Abdul Rawoof Uroog



FOREWORD

It is a well-known fact that the Persian language was introduced into
the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent with the arrival of the Ghaznavids and
continued to flourish till 1835 when the East India Company decided
to introduce Urdu and English as official languages instead of Persian.
The people, however, continued to speak and write in Persian for long
afterwards.

The Urdu language that was developing apace was greatly in-
fluenced by the Persian language. The Urdu poets employed the sym-
bols, word-techniques, style and pattern of Persian poetry and we can
quite legitimately say that Urdu poetry was the continuation of the
creative efforts made earlier by the poets of the sub-continent in the
Persian language.

The use of Persian however went on a long with Urdu. It is
true that Urdu was increasingly being used as a vehicle of poetic
expression but in the field of prose, Persian seemed to regin supreme.
Most of the Tadhkiras of urdu poets prepared during this period were written
in Persian. It is a testimoney of the great appeal which the Persian
language had for the hearts of the people of this sub-continent that
the creative urge of the poets found expression often in the Persian
language along with Urdu. The great names among the Urdu poets
of the sub-continent found it convenient to poor out their heart’s year-
ning in the sweet melodies of the Persian idiom, if not for the com-
mon people, at least for the select few who could enjoy it perhaps
much better.

Unfortunately the popularity of Urdu language seems to have
adverse effect on the development of Persian language here with the
result that the Persian poetry of our Urdu poets remained hidden even
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