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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS

P. v | » L 1€ For (&illg, an unnecessary emendation, read 4“‘,4

N oY

A

oYY mEW

v, Loe

Al LS.

o,

90,L (A

A, L
“O)L |'

e L.
1Y, LA
e Lo

s LS.
. {170, note §. Dele “but the word is probably corrupt.”

e, Lot

fer, LY
(e oo,
1ce, L™

tel, L.

ol Lyt
NI AN R
» tvo. Under Cp sy dele §gnanys 7’"'5"0”5' Cf. note on p. 14, 1

and cf. the List of archaic forms, ctc., where other cx-
amples are cited.

192\S t)}a So also Hamza (p. o{'), but the corrcct
reading is ;2% C)j.._: = ,03\% @i}-‘ Cf. Tab., 1, 839,
last line, and Sasaniden, p. 57, note 5

TFor p & gj read g2t (Hamza, p. 04, I ¥ fr. foot has
sp2Y).  Abrashahr and Jurjdn are mentioned together
in Tab., 1, 819, 13. The former is the ancient name of
the Nishapdr district (Sasaniden, p. 17, note 2).
OUlohee. Sic!

For Olga read lgan.

For wis read uyd. Cf p. 1 19, last line and fol.

Here the Firsndma has preserved the correct form of
the name which in Tab. appears as yljal,.

Read vl oasilayd ;5 seaie S ol oo

For y4\% read 4213,

For uLo,...o read ologgae.

For gJ,:.-»o read \.”N.

For 1,928 read 3 golan, o sUpply diewd o5 3 asle after
the words wiuwged (5LY Ose.

For oyl read ).

For ool read ooy,

For slovplos- read lovoloo..

For 1,31)l3de read 1yl yaie.

For Lla- read Ul:a.

For ( gysws read, perhaps, (§peas, “a tithe.”

above.



CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS

For &yUake read s k.

Poor gy, _

Pt Lowv. 4.49 is probably a mistake of the u)pylst for 4..‘:9.

P, L 1Y, For_gea read gpee-.

Pote, L™ The correct s[)dlm" of 54315 30 :)b) Cf. "Tabari, 1, 166,
3 foll. .

Pote, LA S0 001 aiaS o ‘I'his nuu,ll(wy agrees with codd. C
and Tn. of Tabari, 1, 175.

Pogr,Lp.. ?'” Obaddl o O9dapsl. For this gcmalo&y of Faridin
cf. ‘Tab., 1, 227, 4 foll.

Pog, Ly . For aglis read aplss.

oo, L fol. According to Tab., 1, 089, 1 311yl was the laqa/) of

P. rtc, Loy’

P.ro, L v.

P.to, L gis.

Pore, Loy .

P.orv, Lotwv.
Pora L=
P.r.,1§.
I
P.&5 L A

Khumani.

For jlosse read Hlayse, as on p. |4 9. _

The mother of Bardndukht and Shirdya was the Roman
princess, Maria (cf. Sasaniden, p. 390, note 2).

Tab. and the Mijmil h.wg Yo a3t (s 3151855, which
i$ correct.

Tor Cylpa$ read S and cf. the List of archaic forms
ctc., under o)..( .

For jlyat&awy read ity

Wi9luj. The correct form is wiolyj (Hamza, p. H)
For ;lA,!,slw: read slayliihoaws.

For jo&w1 Tab., 1, 181, 12 has j gXiw!.

aslyj. Tab., 1, 605, 9 has o315 ).

PeY, L ™and LY. (s is a corruption of {ggp or $9,5. The

Shdkndma, ed. Macan, p- AV, L % from foot, calls him
035 (8955 Tab., 1, 611, 3 has Olawidsd o l,,.:

Py, Lo Ls'lA)SJ))J Cf. Sasaniden, p. 9, note 2.

P. 19, note

P.oY, LY.

{. Instead of )s)).»l Oyt T would now propose to read
either ;&jyu51 jip (High Counsellor) or & ;! alone.
The corrupt form ,&;jles!y! occurs again on p. ‘H, Liwv.
slae-l is probably a mlstake for jlaa.



XXX - B INTRODUCTION

owile (§ 1, ¢), transitive, “to leave.”
o3%iespe (VF, 1), “of noble birth?”
axdlege (V1,14 815 04,045 | Vi, oY E v, Cribute,” “revenue ™
- d s y LAY, B

& -
(derived from taxes). At vi, ¢ amdlee, the reading of B,
should be restored.

alee (1o}, 7). Here Oays  aslee, appuarently, mceans *‘to
escape”; no doubt the idea is that the fugitive puts a space
between himself and his pursuers. ’

Dsr

. ‘e i - . : .
o303 (V0,¥) OUba 03y, “the champion of the world.”

L5)§)‘5"‘ (" F. ¢), “the art of painting.”

,5 (1, 75 915, ), “hostage.”  The plural e (from 1g3)
occurs.at 9, .f-.

; followed by plural noun (3 «, 1)

The foregoing list illustrates the fact that the Persian clement in the
language of the Firsndma is cxceptionally large @ in some passages the
Arabic words amount to no more than zo or 25 per cent, of the whole.

REYNOLD A. NICHOLSON.
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agles (1A, 18). Mr le Strange translates Ll here by “shady
places,” “ pavilions,” but the reading is probably corrupt.
085w (A, 1), “exhausted.”  Cpiol ogis with jt (v, 1o5 §9,11),
“to become weary of.”
Kadlps (199,185 159, 1) = ipus.
E'\),« (1, o5 (A, 1) = r'-‘)’.o. With (3,%, “to bore”
(through a mountain).

oj)..‘fa (170o,1), of lions, “fiercencss,” * fury.” The dictionaries
have it only as an adjective.
Uh.l:‘..,_ (1124, ¢), “violent,” « overbearing.”

3ot (P9, ) = 03p0w. In the phrase sped aiam Sy it is
synonymous with the Arabic 3saze.

C‘.")l;la (IF, £+). On this rare word, which Mr l¢ Strange trans-
lates by “rents” or “surplus revenues,” see his note in
JRAS (1912), p. 316. He points out that it occurs in the
MuSGam of Shams-i Qays, p. 11%, . 10. :

uL...L.b (1or.v; | oM, 1¢), “arm (of a sea),” “gulf.”

e (11717, 1), “estimate ” (of the value of a crop).
a3 (173, +-). Mr le Strange renders the word by “condiment,”
"« preserve.”  Dozy gives the rﬁeaning ‘“grappe de raisin
suspendue au plancher.”
133 preposition (| » o, o).
J;:_ (119, ), “pride” (in a good sense), opp. to s’9?j-

Lg,goa;b (0e,v5 1Y, 1-), “sculpture.”
45 B writes s for as, 51 for AQJT, ki La for aGla, ctc.

S (59,015 04,1 = S, “ Zoroastrianism.”

c;.g (ri, 1) /:ﬁf. In this passage Qlf,,f, for which the text
has (415, should be restored ; it is supported by the form
Ufr,? noted above.

)353@){ (1ve, Q).

o2
u§.u§ (1159, 1), “malodorousness.”

bleS (173, 55 119V, v), of a river, “sweet and wholesome.”

2558 (I, ). Meaning obscure.
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— ..
S (0, sv), “captivity.”

d)gj; (™1, 1), “sowing,” “agriculture. ”

. o ,; (31, ¢), “courier.”
G_,; The pluperfect 343 6343 OcCCurs at [¥s, 1 ; Ye,05 | LA, A
CGT_}? (114, ¥), “a kind of ship or boat.” Cf. Dozy, Supplément,
under oo
Il (VIS 1) =_en.
<l )b (11, 45 11515, ©), “irrigated (land or crops) Apparently
derived from (gl “the produce of trees or cultivated
land” and i, “water.”  Another spelling is wly,\8.
LS)) 2 (*1,1v), “trade,” “handicraft.”

5 b ve, 14), used as a noun, *incursion,” “warlike ex-
e~ ’ ’
pedition.”

’_, (S5, £5 10,1+ ﬁl"— w3 99,605 1 4., a) in the ['drsndma
always u..a.,.: LS = u......\,-. aiS>, “to seek vengeance.”
An example is cited from Asadi by Vullers. 1, 478. Cf. Mas-

navi, Buldq ed., Bk 1, p. 134: ,a),l Sale o _grjed Jas
Ose sim (1o 1, 00) = 3 Usee.
Ugﬁ? (Hre, ) ¢ strength,” * courage.”
Odeves- (108, 11), “to become dry.” The reading is conjectural
but almost certain. At p. {4, 1. I think ailieses, “they
dry,” should be read instead of aibgawy,  they boil.”

s compounded with g (A", ¥), intransitive, “to continue.”
Cf. the English use of “hold on” and * hold out.”

;?Tle;; (" {, »), “Iintelligence,” “acute perception.”
W (Pv, 1v) and 1330w (I, 1), “hand-tool,” “implement.”
;S:..,_; (A1, 17), with (ysy5, “to make captive.” |
“43 The plural form u!,, occurs with ,#, meaning “both”
(1eo, ) ul,,).s is also found in the Sidzndimna.

utS,) (vv, £-), “pair.” ailas oI j1 (§ped, “one of those two
lions.”

SNy (104, 4), “the art of moulding.”
35 (1v,1), “age”

o~
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" A LIST OF ARCHAIC FORMS AND UNUSUAL WORDS

FOUND IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM MS. OF THE
FARSNAMA.

 3jaeol

i

()09, r), the diminutive form 'ﬂgj;...:l— (170, 1v). Mr
le Strange translates it by ‘“syphon-tube.” "In both passages .
the word denotes some contrivance for drawing off water
(from a river) in order to supply a castle. On P- L&A, 10

SI3jag (l).j) 151 seems to mean « they draw off the supply
of water.”

(1% v¢), “letter of emancipation.”

compounded with 3 (Y A, 11), explained in the dictionaries
as meaning “to provoke (any one) to fight” ; but here, prob-
ably, “to beset,” “to encompass.” Cf, OvyY and Q,)'.'GT,
“to swallow.” - ‘

(A, V) = _obyam.

(A 10) = 3Vl

(FA, £.) = 0,%2, “a bird used in hunting.”

(9o as 0y, o) = 088,

(V] €5 40,1319, 4 ete) = dapant, .

CITREEA PRER R Ll Y o PR | of SRPEET o VA S 1)
(Fv,1-). (&l o, “rustic dialect,” “ patois.”

(A1, 1), “horse.”\ .

See byl ‘

= or L (v, ;91905 48, 0 .Y, ). In all these
instances jly is followed by a noun and the meaning “back
to” is implied, but the word scems to be used as a prepo-
sition, not as an adverb. Cf, my cdition of the Zudhlirati
I-Awliyd of Faridu’ddin ‘Attar, pt. ii, Preface, pp- 7 and 13.
(1170, 515 11€e, 105 (1997, 1), « lacking irrigation,” opposed
to ‘.-’t?.)lﬂ’ q-v. . 7
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dnk and chundgnk for the modern gnkik and chundnkih. F urther,
we meet with a small number of words, mostly technical terms
of revenue assessment, that are often wanting in the dictionarics,
“but the general meaning of which it is not difficult to come to
from the context.” '
The present cdition, therefore, is based upon the British
Museum MS,, Or. 5983 (referred to as B), which I have collated
throughout with the Paris MS. (referred to as P), using the
photographs that were made for Mr le Strange. He himself had
already copied, collated, and prepared for press the last thirty
folios (62-90); and this copy he handed over to me, together
with a transcription of ff. 1-61 made at his -instance by
Dr Ahmad Khédn. Thus . 62-go have practically been edited
by Mrle Strange, while I am solely responsible for the remainder.
In other words, he has taken charge of the gcography, on which
he is so great an authority, and the local history, lcaving to me
the genéral history and, of course, a free hand in all textual
questions. Fere the chief difficulties arise from the corruption
of many namcs occurring in the legendary history of Persia.
Probably most of them were incorrectly written by the author :
we necd not suppose that his copyists alone are to blame. In a
few cases these names might be restored by conjecture, but their
emendation lics beyond my scope, and as a rule 1 have not
attempted it either in the text or in the footnotes. For the later
period, Noldeke's rescarches in his Geschichte der Perser und
Araber zur Zeit dev Sasantden (referred to as Sasaniden) have
enabled me to correct a number of errors ; and with the help of
Hamza and Tabar{ onc may hope to have cleared the path more
or less adequatcely, though some dark places must always remain
in a text depending, as this virtually does, upon a_single MS.
written six hundred- years ago. [ have retained the archaic
forms and spellings which characterize B and of which a list
will be found below. The printed text, however, departs from
the original in this respect, that o is distinguished from o,
» from .., and o from ¥, for I agreed with Professor Browne,
who advised e to follow the modern practice as being more
convenient to the reader, while the defective script would also
have left uncertain the pronunciation of many geographical and
historical names. ’



~

INTRODUCTION XXV

rently undated?, but by the writing and archaic spelling judged
to be not later. than the carly fourteenth century (eighth AIL).
The other clearly a copy made of this MS, which belongs to
the Bibliothtque Nationale in Paris, and came there from the

‘Schefer Collection (Blochet, Cat. ATSS. persans, i, p. 309, No. 503,

and Swupplément, 1052), and which was written in 1273 (1856).
The Paris copy is indeed of little use except to show how a
Persian of the present day read the older MS,, and as occasionally
giving us a word that has disappeared, partially or wholly, in the
mending process to which the British Museum MS. was subjected
when it came a few years ago, after presentation in loose leaves, to
be bound for the Muscum use.  In some outstanding cases where
lacunace occur I have been able to fill these in by a reference to
the Geography of 114fiz Abra, the Sceerctary of Timir—of which
the India Officc and the Muscum (Or. 1577) both possess good
copies —who has copied most of the Fdrsndma into the work he
composed in 820 (1417). Further, of course, the MSS. of the
Nushat very often serve to emend a reading. The Museumn MS.
is written for the most part in double columns® a complicated
system, which has led to the modern (Paris) copy having the
articles very often transcribed out of order through the carcless-
ness of the copyist, who thus has given many towns (under their
separhtc headings) to the wrong District (K7ra). In the longer
articles, however, the scribe of the Muscum MS. has written
across the page (7. in single column), and the order of this copy
will be best understood by a reference to the following footnote?®,
The Persian text is in the British Museum MS. somewhat
archaic, and in the spelling retains the older forms of £/ for 4,

*1 Faintly written, and much disfigured by the mending, there is a colophon on
fol. go 4 which may possibly read: *“and the transcription thereof was completed in
the year 6717 (a.D. 1271).

* This and the following ohservations refer to the geographical part of the work.
The remainder, with the exception of a few folios, is written across the page in the
usual way. .

*3 If R. and L. be taken to indicate the right- and left-hand columns respectively,
@ and 4 standing for recfo and werso of the folios, the Istakhr District begins with the
R. column fol. 65 a, following on with the R. columns of fols. 654, 66 a and 4, then
back to L. column of fol. 65 a, followed by fols. 654 L., 662 L. and 6 L. Next, on
66 & below, the MS. reads across for Istakhr City, fols. 672 and & and the top of 68 a
being all in one column. After this, again, 68 a below goes back to the double column,

the next article l)egin\niug 68 a R., followed by 68 4 R., then back to 68« L. and 68 &
L., which gives the last town of the district.



XXI1V INTRODUCTION

f+A) Much of this agrees with Tabari, but there is also a
considerable amount of new matter, cg. concerning Mazdak
(pp- A1-91) and the administrative reforms introduced by
Anasharwdn, including his appointment of two ministers for the
purpose of checking the dangerous power which had hitherto
been concentrated in the hands of the Vizier (Buzurjmihr).
[bnu ’I-Balkhi places the last ten Sdsdnian monarchs in the
following order: 1. ShirGiya. 2. Ardashir ibn Shirdya. 3. Shahr-
bardz (Farrukhdn). 4. Kisrd Khurahdn ibn Arslan, 5. Kisrd
(ibn) Qubdd ibn Hurmuz 6. Birdndukht bint Kisra (Aparwiz).
7. Firtz Jushnaspdah. 8. Azarmidukht hint Aparwiz. 9. Far-
rukhzad Khusraw ibn Aparwiz. 10. Yazdajird ibn Shahriyar.
Tabari omits the fourth and fifth names in this list, which other-
wisc follows the same order as his. For Kisrd ibn Qubad ibn
[Turmuz (also mentioned by [lamza), sce Sasaniden, p. 390,
note 1. His predecessor, Kisrd Khurahdn® ibn Arsldn?, is appa-
rently unknown, exeept from Ibnu 'l-Ballchi, It should be noted,
as further indicating the quality of our author’s work, that besides
the fact of Buardndukht's marriage to Shahrbardz (on which
I have commented above) he has preserved the names of seven
ancestors of IFirtz Jushnaspdah, who traced his descent from
Shiptr the son of Yazdajird al-Athim, while no other authority
has recorded the names of more than three®. In short, if I may
venture to pronounce an opinion, the history of the Persian kings
which Ibnu “I-Balkhi lays before us in this part of his book is
compiled from palmary sources, adds something to our know-
ledge, and has the merit of being written in an easy and excellent
style.

The manuscripts of the Fdrsudma are described by Mr
le Strange as follows : '

“Two MSS. only of the work appear to exist in Europe.
One a very old copy in the British Museum (Or. 5983), appa-

! Khurahan is another form of Farrukhin (Sasaniden, p. 292, note 2). The MSS.
of the Fiirsndma have y\tpan, yWsen, and jloggm. IHis full gencalogy is given on
pp. $t—Ve. 2 Arsldn is of course a Turkish name and inadmissible here.

3 The Fdrsuima gives the following pedigree (p. €9, L 1¢): Firtiz Jushnas(p)dah,
son of Bahrdm, son of Maniizi Khusraw, son of Adarnarsi, son of Bahrdm, son of
Ardashir, son of Shépir, son of Yazdajird al-Athfin ; and adds that his mother was
Khamrdbukht, daughter of Yazdindddh, daughter (son) of Andsharwdn. Cf. Birdnf,
Athir, 122, 16; Tabari, 1, 1066, 8. ‘
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Pishd4dian, Kayé#nian, Ashkdnian, and Sdsinian—of which
he treats in two sections, the first being devoted mainly to
chronology and genealogy, while the second decals at greater
length with the legendary or historical events of their reigns'.-
The former section owes a good deal to Hamza as well as to
. Tabari, the latter depends directly or indirectly on Tabari to a
very large extent? and takes little from IHamza. Comparison
shows that Ibnu ’l-Balkhi used other soutces besides these, and
that he has now and then preserved information which is not
found in the books known to us. For example, in his list of the
Pishdddiy4n he includes Shahrfrdmdn, a grandson of Nawdhar
(p- 1), on what authority I have so far failed to ascertain; the
name does not appear to be rccorded elsewhere. On p. t'o he
alone among Muhammadan historians' mentions the marriage of
Birdndukht® to Shahrbardz and her putting him to death : this is
confirmed by Armenian authorities (Noldeke, Sasanider, p. 390,
note 2). His account of Jamshid bears such a close resemblance
to that given by Firdawsi (Shdlndma, ed.- Macan, pp. | A=t 1),
that both may go back to a common source, for it is unlikely
that he copied Firdawsi; and in the Fdarsndma we read that
Jamshi{d was captured and sawn asunder by Zahhak #n the
neighbourhood of the Sea of China,a detail which occurs in the
Shdhndma (p. ¢4, 1. 1.) but not in Hamza or Tabari. On
p. &, after a passage describing how all the king’s subjects,
even the greatest nobles, were deemed to be his slaves, our
author adds the text of the letter of emancipation (dzddndme)
which Rustam received from Kay K&'is, conferring upon him
the kingdom of Sistdn and Zabulistdn and the insignia of royalty
(cf. the abridged version in Tabari, 1, 604, 3-5). Coming to the
Sdsdnians, we find full and interesting articles on Shapar Dhu
l-Aktaf (pp. 11-vM), Bahrdmgur (pp. vic—-A ), whose romantic
adventures in his expedition against the Khdqdn of the © Turks”
are related at some length, Qubadd ibn Firdz (pp. AI-AA),
Antsharwdn (pp. AA-§A), and Khusraw Aparwiz (pp. §3-
1. The second section comprises only three dynasties—the Pishd4dian, the Kay4nian,
and the Sdsinian, but some account is also given of Alexander and of Ashk ibn Ddr4.

2 Consequently the Férsndma may be of use for establishing the text of Tabari:
instances have been given in the critical notes and in the List of Corrections and

‘Additions. . )
3 YIncorrectly written Plrdndukht (cf- Sasaniden, p. 390, note 2).
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remarked that in many cascs the name of an ancient town, or
village, that has dis’appcarcd is preserved in the modern district;
and sometimes vice versd.

Here Mr le Strange brings to an cnd his summary of the
Farsndma proper, ze. of the sections relating to Iirs, which
beyond question form the most original and valuable part of the
work. Concerning the remainder he wrote in 1912 that “it is
merely a Persian version of [Jamza Isfahini and contains,
apparently, nothing new,” but I am surc he would have modified
this judgment if he had been able to carry out his intention
of editing the text. In the first place, we should note that
Ibnu ’I-Balkhi’s account of the pre-Islamic kings of Persia
(PP A=t T #nfra) s the oldest independent  Persian prose
history of those dynasties that has come down to us, being
about fiftcen years carlier than the Mugniilu ’t-tazwdrikh, which
was compiled in AL 520 (1120) in the rcign of Sanjar'.
Secondly, although our author may be described as an epitomist,
he did not derive his matcrials from any single book; on. the
contrary, it seems likely that he was familiar with many historical
works, both Arabic and Persian. Thirdly, if he has no claim to
be called a critical writer, he is not without somce clements of -
criticism : he distinguishes between conflicting  traditions and
occasionally expresses his own view as to which is the more
trustworthy. These facts give his work a certain importance,
which only those can estimate precisely who possess a thorough
knowledge of the Arabic and Persian authorities for the history
of the period, Besides Hamza of Isfahdn, with whom he often
-disagrees in chronological matters, Ibnu ’l-Balkhi mentions
(p- A, L 1¢) as one of his sources of information the Kiztdh-7
wudhayyal-i Ta'rvikh-i Mulammad hn Javir af-7abard, ie.,
probably, the abridgement of the Annals made by Tabari
himself, which has been published at Leiden® Ile adopts the
traditional arrangement of the kings under four dynasties—

1 See J. Mohl, Extraits dw Modjmel al-Tewarikh relatifs a ! “Listotre de la Perse in
Journal Asiatigue (1841), troisitme séric, vol. X1, pp. 136 foll., 258 foll., 320f0ll.;
vol. x11, pp. 497 foll.; and Zbéd. (1842), vol. x1v, pp. ri3foll '

2 See De Goeje’s Introduction to Tabarf, p. xiv. Sometimes, as in the notice of
Kay Khusraw, Ihnu ’I-Balkhi{ translates Tabarf almost word for word. It is possible,
however, that instead of mudhayyal-i we should read mudhayyil-Z, in which case the
above-mentioned title might refer to the Mudhayy:l, compiled by Tabari’s pupll Abu
Muh'-mmad al-Farghani (cf. De Goeje, ibid., p. xx).
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very rampant,” and to the grief of QA4di ‘Abdallah the Buayid
prince now appeared to be paying great attention to the preaching
of a certain Shitite missioner named Abd Nasr ibn ‘Imran, whom
the people also were beginning to look upon as a prophet. The
pious zeal of the judge becoming inflamed by the disastrous
influcnce which the missioner was getting to exercise over Bdkad-
ljidr, he with much astuteness demanded a private audience, and
succeeded in persuading the Bayid prince that the missioner,
having succceded in corrupting the fidelity of the troops, was
now inciting them to revolt against the Government.  Bakalijdr
thereupon, without pausing to inquire, ordercd out a hundred
men of his Persian horse-guards and a hundred of his Turk
pages, putting them under the orders of a trustworthy person
supplicd by the Qadi ‘Abdallah. This officer managed matters
promptly and cleverly. The missioner was seized and carried
many days on horscback without rest or delay, being at length
set free on the further side of the Kuphrates, where a decree was
forthwith published that it were lawful to slay him if he repassed
that stream castward.

“With this anccdote our author concludes his notice of the
Chief Justices, and next comes the description of the province
of Fars (fols. 63 4-866)1, which will be found transiated in the
pages which follow. [For a general description of the province
and its towns, I may refer the reader to the chapter on Fars
i e Lands of the fastern Caliplate. References to the carlier
Arab geographers are to the texts printed in the volumes of
the Bibliotheca CGeographorum drabicorunm (HG oLy of De Gogje.
IFor the present condition of the provinee I have consulted the
(modern) Fdrsndma-i Nasord (referred to as /2V.V), written by
Llagl Mirzad Llasan Tabib of Shirdz (folio lithograph, Tihrin,
AdL 1313, A 1895), of which the great map, in Persian, on the
scale of about ten miles to the inch, gives us the position of
every village and strecam throughout the province. This work
has enabled me to identify many names written defectively in
the manuscript, and also to verify the fact in regard to the
names whicl, in the lapsc of cight centuries since Ibnu 'I-Balkhi
wrote, have disappeared leaving no trace®. And it may be

U Pp. via—1¢ infia.

*2 This map, which ix Cillicult to procure, T have had on loan from Mr A. G. Lillis,

to whom I am also indebted for having in the first instance brought the fidrsudma-i
Ndsird to my notice.
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and ‘Omadn, with the city of Tiz in Makrdn. [bnu 1-Batkhi adds
that the Q4di Abi Muhammad, who had composed no less than
eighteen works on jurisprudence, ‘had cvery care to order well,
with good intent, both the (orthodox) TFaith and the (Sunni)
Tradition, thus firmly laying the foundations in the matter of
the Law. ‘Aduduwddawla, the Bayid prince of that day, in
spite of his own strong inclination towards the Shita doctrines,
had honoured the Qadi with his trust and esteem, for, putting
him to the proof, he had cver found him to be incorruptible.
This Abt Muhammad left five sons: Aba Nasr, the youngest,
succecded him in the judgeship, of whom later; next Abd Dharr
and AblG Zuhayr, who scttled down as Dihqgdns, or provincial
nobles, in Kirméan; AbG Tihir, who acted as his father’s deputy
in the Kirmén judgeship, and was called to theé Sublime Court
(Dargdh-i Ald, Baghddd presumably) for consultations on the
affairs of that province; and lastly Abu ’l-1lasan, who, after
having been associated with his younger brother (Abu Nasr) in
the Férs judgeship, was sent for by Sultan Mahmid, some time
between 388 and 421 (998 and 1030), who appointed him Qadi
at Ghazna, and his descendants still held the office of judge
there at the time when Ibnu ’'I-Balkhi wrotc. bt Nasr, the
youngest of the Qddi Abd Muhammad’s five sons, as already
said, succeeded him as Judge of Fdrs. Ile was a man of great
learning and influence throughout the province, his power coming
to be increased upon his marriage with the only daughter of the
Mirddsi chief, a family of local nobility. His son was named
‘Abdallah, and when in due course he succeeded to the office of
Chief Justice he became also, in his mother’s right, the hereditary
chief noble of the Fdrs district. This power, judicial and tribal,
Ibnu ’l-Balkhi adds, had afterwards passed to both his son
and grandson, whose names our author does not specify, and
the grandson was Judge of Shirdz when our author wrote. The
Judge ‘Abdallah had flourished in the reign of Bdkalfjar, the
penultimate Buayid prince, whose heterodox Shi‘ite proclivities
the orthodox ‘Abdallah had always valiantly striven to combat ;
and further, to his exceeding honour, a brother of the Qdadi
‘Abdallah had through scruples of conscience always refused
to be made judge in Isfahan. But, as our author writes, ‘in
the days of Bdkalijdr, the sect of the Seven Imams had become
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been the flower of the Persian armics ; hence, at the time of the
Moslem conquest, of the Kurd warriors all, save one man only,
had fallen in the numerous battles against the Arab invaders.
The one survivor, ‘Alak! by name, had subscquently become a
Moslem, and some of his descendants were yet living when our
author wrote. Ilc adds that the Kurds settled in Fars in his
day were of a tribe that had been brought down there by ‘Adudu
‘ddawla the Bayid from the ncighbourhood of Isfahdn.

“ Ibnu’I-Balkhi closes this section of his book (fols. 88 6-89 by
with a short discussion as to how the Persians, who are a re-
fractory folk, may best be governed, whether by force or by
clemency.  In regard to the Shabédnkdra more especially, he
remarks that you will certainly be respected by any one of
these turbulent tribc_smcn if by force you take his turban and
then restore it, and this much more than if in the first instance
you had gencrously given him a new turban of your own as a
present, for doing which indeed he would only despise you.

“ Immediately following after the very meagre notice of the
Moslem conquest of Persia Ibnu "1-Balkhi has inserted a short
account of the family of the Chicf Justice of Fars (fols. 62 a-
G3.4)*; a summary of these paragraphs will be of use, before
passing to the translation of the Geographical Section of his
work, where an allusion to the family of the Shiraz judge occurs.
As is patent throughout his work, our author was an orthodox
Sunri, and he held in horror the Shitite tendencies of the Buyids,
whosc hcterodox beliefs (he further avers) had always when
possible been combated by the Q4dis of Shirdz. These judges
were of a family come down in direct descent from Abu Burda
of the Arab tribe of Fazdra? and during the reign of the Caliph
Radi, that is to say between 322 and 329 (934—40), the grandson
of the grandson of this Abt Burda, by name Abd Muhammad
‘Abdallah, was promoted from being Judge in Baghddd to be
Qddi "1-Quddt, or Chief Justice of Fdrs, his jurisdiction being
afterwards extended to include the outlying provinces of Kirman

! The British Museum MS. has, I think, )83 e 5‘ A6, Mrle Strange read
des e, * Pp. tiy—1 14 dnfra. '
*3-1le is usnally known as Abd Burda son of Abd Msi al-Ash‘ar{; and he was
Qddli of Kiifa and died in 103 (721). His father was a well-known Companion of the
Prophet and had been Governor of Basra.

b2
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possession of the Castle of Sahdra, near Firazibaid, together with
some neighbouring fiefs. The Atabeg Khumirtagin, coming to
Firs, allowed him to hold all these under the Scljig overlord-
ship, and then Amirawayh got into his possession the city of
Firtzdbad. Next the Mastdi, now become a powerful tribe,
-seized most of the district of Shipir Khira, round Kizirtn, in
addition to the lands of Firdzibid. The rise to power of Aba
Sa‘d, the chief of the Karzuwi clan, however, proved the ruin
of Amirawayh and his people: fighting took place, and the
town of Kazirdn, held by Amirawayh, having been taken by
storm, Abt Sa‘d forthwith put that chicf to death. Amirawayh
left a son, Vishtdsf by name, and after Abd Satd had himsclf
come to his end, and when the Atabeg Chiawuli had Firs firmly
under rule, he confirmed Vishtdsf, who was related to Tlasiya
of the Ismafli clan on the mother’s side, in possession of Firg-
zabad, where he governed till his death. When our author wrote,
the Mas‘idi were ruled by a certain Siyith Mil, descended from
this Vishtasf. In the geographical part of the work he is stated
to have held the Castle of Bushkinat, and there were also of this
family the two sons of a certain Abu I-1Tabaly (2), who still held
rank in our author’s timc. The last clan of the Shabdnkara to
" be mentioned is that of the Shalidni, who lived in the mountain-
lands of the coast or hot region. They were for the most part
robbers and highwaymen, Ibnu ’lI-Balkhi states, but had been
brought to order in recent times by the Atabeg Chawuli.

“ Our author next speaks of the Kurd tribes, who in <irs were
divided among the Five Ramms (clans)! named the Jiltya (or
Jilawayh), the Rammu ’dh-Dhiwan, the Lawalijdn, the Iiriyan,
and the Bdzinjdn (Bézijan), and these five clans had occupied,
he says, originally one hundred thousand Jawmas (Hawmas),
villages or households. In the days of the Sdsdnians, according
to Ibnu ’l-Balkhi, the Kurdish troops of the Great King had

*1 In the British Muscum MS. the word is clearly writter, and with the vowel
marked, Kam or Ramm. Possibly, but by no means certainly, in error the MSS. give
it at times with initial =, written Zamm. See De Goeje in Glossary to 5G4, 1v, p. 250.
Jawma, otherwise Ilawma (the word is now pronounced IIvima} means ““a village,”
also ““the chief town of a district ”; but it must here stand for ‘‘a household.” The
above list of the Ramms Ibnu °l-Balkhi has copied verbatim from Istakhri (pp. 98 and
99). For Rammu 'dh-Dhiwan our MS. may read az-Zabwidn; Yéquit has az-Zizan,
and Muqaddasi az-Zirdz. For other variants see the notes w Istakhri, pp. 98, 99.
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where, in the times of Bikdlijir, they were ruled by two brothers,
Muhammad and Namrad, the sons of Yahyd., The descendants
of these two brothers, of course, quarrclled as to who should be
chicf of the tribe. Muhammad had left two sons, Baydn and
Salk, the latter again lcaving a son called Hastya, while Namrad
had a son called Mamd, who becamec the father of Ibrahim ibn
Mamd. The first chief of the clan had been Muhammad, the
clder brother of Namrad; and e, our author states, in sign of
his rank ‘was wont to strike (the Kettledrum) five times, the
same becoming a custom among these people almost down to
the present time, but which has now been forbidden by the
Atabey Chitwuli” (successor in Fars of the Atabeg Khumadrtagin).
On the death of this Muhammad the clder son Baydn succeeded,
but was put to death by his uncle Namrad, who seized on the
chicfship of the tribe, establishing himsclf in Dérdbjird.  Salk,
Bayan's younger brother, therecupon called in the aid of Fadliya,
at this time ruling supreme throughout Ifars, as described above,
IFadlaya re-established Salk in the chiefship, routed (and pre-
sumably killed) Namrad, and at the date when our author wrote,
Llasuya, son of Salk, was chicf in his father’s room, governing
the towns of I_], IFustajan, Istahbdanat, and Dardkdn, with other
places of the Ddrdbjird district.  But, as Ibnu '1-Balkh{ adds,
between the cousins there could be no peace, Salk ibn Muham-
mnad, and his son IHastya after himn, living in perpetual war with
Mamd ibn Namrad and his son Ibrdhim ibn Mamd, and this
state of things still obtained at the time when our author wrote.

“The three remaining Shabdnkdara tribes were of less im-
portance. The chief of the Karzuw{ clan was a certain Abu
Sa‘d, who is mentioned more than once in the geographical part
of the work, Abud Sa‘d was the son of a certain Muhammad ibn
Mama; he took service under Fadldya, and in the disorders of
the last Bayid days obtained possession of Kdzirin with its
districts. All this country he held till the arrival of the Atal. g
Chdwuli in Fdrs, who before long disposseéssed him of Kdzirin,
Abu Sa‘d, when our author wrote, was apparently already dead,
having left a son named, after his early patron, Fadlaya (ibn
Abi Sa‘d), now become chief of the remnant of the Karzuw{ clan.’

“Of the Masdi tribe, the chiefhad been a certain Amirawayh,
who, making himself powerful in the time of Fadldya, was put in

&
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his mother have been narrated above, the outcome of which
events being that IFadliya found himsclf before long the virtual
master of I¥drs. The Scljiqgs, however, had now become the ruling
power in“the Caliphate, and Qdwurd, brother of the reigning
‘Sultan Alp Arsldn, was sent into Fidrs to bring that province
to duc order. IFadliya, finding that matters were going against
him, submitted, presented himself at the Court of Alp Arslan,
and was thereupon re-established as deputy-governor of the
province. Ile, however, had not yet learnt wisdom, for once
more secking to be independent, hie revolted. The celebrated
Ni'{.;imu 1-Mulk, the Wazir of Alp Arslian, thereupon besieged
him, taking him prisoner in the Castle of Diz Khurshah, where
he had sought refuge. From here he was seot to the Castle of
Istakhr, but managing in time to corrupt his guards, got this
stronghold into his own hands. Sultan Alp Arslan on this lost
paticnee, Fadliya was hunted down and caught, and to avoid
further trouble, after being put to death, his skin was stuffed
with straw as a manifest warning to his neighbours'. Itdrs, after
the death of Fadltya, was put under the rule of the Atabeg
Ruknuwddawla Khumdrtagin, the patron of our author's grand-
father, as alrecady narrated, but Ihnu 'l-Batkhi adds that i his
day some of the Ramdni still were to be found living under a
chicf called Ibrdhim ibn Razman, also under a certain Mahamat,
son of Abd Nasr ibn Maldik (ITaldik), whose name was Shayban.
“According to Ibnu 'l-Balkhi, the noble tribe of the lsmiili
ShabinkAara were descended {from Mindchihr, grandson of the
celebrated Faridan, an ancient and mythical king of Persia, and
the chiefs of the Ismdilf had aforctime been lIspahbads, or sub-
kings, under the Sdsdnians. After the Arab conquest their tribe
was scttled in the Dasht Urd meadowlands, and in this neigh-
bourhood remaincd, till the coming into those parts of Sultan
Mas'ad, son of Mahmad of Ghazna, some time between 421 and
432 (1030 and 1040). Iis genceral Tish Farrdsh, finding the
Ismaili tribe in posscssion of Tsfahan, expelled them, causing
them to migrate south to the lands round Kamah and Fdrdg.
The Bayids having reason to object to their presence here, they
next wandered westward and ultimately settled round Dardbjird,
*1 See also Ibno 'I-Athir, X, 48, These events apparently took place in the year
404 (1071).
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of Fadlya, the Shabankidra chicef, who managed to get the Lady
Khurdsdya into his power and then, shutting her up in a water-
less hot-bath, suffocated her. Next AbG Mansiar was taken
prisoner, and brought to the Castle of Pahan Diz (near Shirdz),
where before long he too et his death, and IFars passed to the
government of Fadliya, and under the overlordship of the Seljags™.
The Gusida, however, adds that after the death of this Aba
Manstr in 448 (1050) his brother, Al-Malik Abu ‘Ali, was given,
during nearly forty years, nominal rank by the Seljiq Sultans,
being allowed the privileges of the Kettledrum and Banner
( Tabl wa-Alan) until the date of his death in 487 (1094) in the
reign of Sultan Barkiydrug.

~*“Ibnu 'I-Batkhi gives at some length (fols. 872 to 884) the
history of Fadlaya and his Shabdnkira tribesmen, with details
of their descent and doings that apparently are not to be found
in the accounts of other historians. The men of the Shabankdra
tribe (he writes) had originally been herdsmen in Fars, until,
with the progressive disorganization of the Bayid rule in the
latter days, the Kurds had become a power in the land. At
this timc, according to our author, the Shabankara were divided
among five tribes, namely, the Ismd‘il., the Ramani, the Karzuwi,
the Mas'di, and the Shakdni. Of these, the Ismddli were the
noblest in descent, but the most important tribe was that -of
the Ramdni (or Rdhdni, as the MS. may be read), of which
Fadliya® was chief. e inherited this dignity from his father
‘Alf (ibnu 'I-Ilasan ibn Ayyuab), and had in carly youth, when
only a ncatherd, taken service under the Séhib ‘Adil, the Wazir
of the last Biyid prince, becoming a great warrior, and rising to
command the army in Fdrs. Thé fate of this Wazir and the
subsequent imprisonment and death of this Buyid prince and

*1 Of Bakilijdr's five sons Ibnu *1-Balkhi (fol. go 4) only gives the names of two,
Abid Nagr, the cldest, and Malik Alui Mansiir, the last of the Biyids. The ZZ7, how-
cver, gives their names as follows. The eldest, Abi Nagr of Ibnu ’1-Balkhi, is pre-
sumalily the one the Z77 calls Amiru *I-Umard Abd Shujd, and the last Biyid prince
is named in the Z# al-Malik al-*Aziz al-Malik ar-Rahim Abd Mansir Khusrah
(Khusraw) Firdz. The threc remaining sons were al-Amir Abu ’l-Fawaris Khurshdh,
then al-Amir Atii Ddma Rustam, and lastly al- Amir Abu ’I-Hasan *‘Alf. 1lafiz Abrd -
names the last Biyid Malik ai-Rahim Abd Nagr, instead of Abd Mansir as given by
Ibnu *1-Balkhi.

*2 J1dfiz Abrd sometimes writes the name Fadlin, and this is the spelling given in
Ibnu 'I-Athir.
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written as Aba Kdlizdar. On the other hand, 1Ldfiz Abrd always
writes BB or Abd Kalinjar, and this is the modern spelling (e.g
in the Fidrsndma-i Ndsirl). The original meaning of the name is
dl)pdl’(,l]tly unknown, but from its form it would scem to have
been a nickname. The Fdrsudma, unfortunately, docs not state
who was the father of Bakdlijar. The Persian historians and
Ibnu ’l-Athir, however, agree in the statcment that he was the
son of Sultinu’ddawla son of Baha'u'ddawla, and hence the
areat-grandson of ‘Adudu’ddawla. The Gusida (p. 432), followed
by the Zlabibw ’s-Siyar (ii, pt. 4, p- 55), gives Bakdlijar the titles
of “Tzzu ’1-Multk and Imdd l-Dini'llah, the latter authority also
adding the third titlc of ITusdmu ddawlal,  Ihnu’l-Balkhi, how-
ever, makes no mention of these honorary names, and gives no
dates. Our other authoritics say this prince reigned from 415 to

440 (1024 to 1048), and at his death he left five sons. Theeldest,
to whom our author gives the name of Aba Nasr, dicd soon after
his father, being succeeded by his brother, called Abt Mansr,
whose government was thrown into disorder by the meddling of
his mother Khurdstiya, a political busybody, who in the 24 is
referred to under the title of As-Sayyida—‘the Lady” Aba
Manstr at first had governed according to the advice of his
Wazir, called the $Sahib ‘Adil (he had scrved Billijdr, according.
to the Habib, in the same capacity), 4 man of mark who, Ihnu’l-
‘Balkhi writes, had given a fine library to the town of FFirtzabad;
but instigated by his mother, Abi Manstr put this Wazir and
his son to death, after which confusion became worse confounded
throughout Fdrs. Matters finally reached a crisis by the revolt

one giving a table of the Bdyid dynagty will casily be recognized, for it hears the
heading Jodwale Muliki dli Buwayh min ad- Daplamati bi’l-frdg.  Abi Kidlingir is
the spelling in the Guesida (Gibh Fac-simile, p. 416) and in the Zabibi’s-Siyar (Bombay
lithograph, ii, pt. 4, p. 53), both these histories being written in Persian.  Among
previous Buiyid princes Samgdmu’ddaw la (son of *Adud) had also borne the name of
Abii Kalizar, and this spelling with the long 7 in the second syllable is probably the
one we should adopt. Sce also the note by Mr Amedroz in /215, 1911, p. 672.

*1 On the other hand, the Z#7. which it will be retcmbered was written only a
century after the death of Bdkdlizir (Abu Kalizar), gives aditfferent account from that
found in these later authorities. 1t is here staled that Abd Kalizdar al-Marzubin, sur-
named ‘Izzu 'I-Mulllk, was the son of Sultinu'ddawla, and that he Jeft no descendants.
It was his uncle, Jalilu'ddawla Ab "Tdhiv Shirzil (brother of Sultdnu'ddawla and son
of Baha’wddawla), who was the father of the five last Bayid princes. [[nslead of
Shirzil Mr le Strange writes Shir Zayd, but sec Justi, Zranisches Nanenbuck, p 298.1
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brother, 498-511 (1104-17), the patron of Ibau ’1-Balkhi, and
the prince to whom he dedicates his book.  After the overthrow
of the Biyids these Seljiq Sultans who ruled in their stead were
wont to send their Atabegs, originally the Gowernors of their
sons, to govern the outlying provinces, and the first of these, in
Firs, was the Atabeg Ruknuw’ddawla Khumartagin, under whom
the grandfather of Tbnu "I-Balkhi, as alrcady stated, had served.
The next Atabeg was Fakhro'ddin Chawuli (or Jawul{ in the
Arab chronicles), who was still living when our author wrote'.
This Chawuli was famous for his many great buildings, and
further, he had after much fighting succeeded in restoring order
throughout Fairs by curbing the power of the Shabankara and
subduing the various affiliated Kurdish tribes.

“This much of the general history of the fifth century (eleventh
A.D) being premised, we come to what Ibnu ’I-Balkh{ himself
rclates, which is the more valuable as being the almost contem-
porary history of the author’s own time. The last of the Buayids
to exercise any real sovercignty in Fars was (he says) Bakalijar
or Bdkdlinjar (for the name is given under both forms in the
British Muscum MS. of the /drsudma)?, otherwise Abt Kalijar
or Ablt Kdlinjdr. In regard to the proper spelling of his name,
it is to be remarked that in the Arab chronicle of Ibnu ’l-Athir
it is given as Abl Kélijdr, while in the MS. of the Zzju ’s-Sanjari
in the British Museum? (likewise in Arabic) the name is clearly

*1 The exact dates of appointment of these two Atahegs, who are specifically
noticed by lfafiz Abrd, are not given by our authorities. Ibnu ’I-Athir, however,
states that Chawuli died in 10 (1116), and he reports him in Fars as early as the year
+93 (1099). This must have been the year of, or. the year following, his appointment,
for Tbnu 'l-Balkhi mentions Khumidrtagin as in Fars in 492 (1098), and this probably
was the year of his death. Ibnu ’1-Athir names Khumartagin more than once in his
chronicle from the years 450 (1058) to 485 {10y2), but never with the title of Ruknu-
‘ddawla. He is called Najmuw'ddawla, surnamed at-Tughrd'i, and ash-Shardbi (the
Cupbearer} ; then he is referred to under the name of Khumdrtagin an-N4'ib (the
Licutenant), who was Dolice Magistrate (s47kna) of Baghddd in 482 (108¢). Further,
at about the same time there is mentioned Khumdrtagin at-Tutushi, but possibly this
is a different person. ’

% I can find only two clear instances of the spelling Bdkalinjar (p. 118, I. « and
1. vs). These have inadvertently heen omitted in the notes ad Joc.

*3 Or. 6669, consisting of astronomical and chronological tables, written by Abd
Mansir al-Kh4zini for Sultan Sanjar (son of Malikshah), who died 552 (1157). The
British Museum MS. appears to be a copy of the Autograph, and was written in 620
(1223). The folios are loose, and have not yet been set in order or numbered, but the
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fol. 83 6*. The author afterwards returns, fol. &7 a, to the history
of Fiérs, giving an account of the Shabdnkira tribes and the
Kurds, and this narration of dctails of almost contemporary
history is of importance, as it mentions facts and personages not
noted, apparently, clsewhere® A summary follows of the re-
venues of Fars down to the time of the writer, and some of this
too is new matter, for the author, as already said, was of a family
of accountants, and wrote from first-hand  knowledge?®. And,
finally, fol. 9o 4, the MS. closes with a short note deseribing the
days of the last Bayid rulers of Iirs, and the advent of the
Seljiq Sultans.

“In the following pages a complete translation will be given
of the Geographical Part, but before coming to this it will be
useful to summarize what our author has narrated about per-
sonages and events immediately preceding his own time, and
more especially the account he gives of the Kurdish tribes and
of the Shabankdra, who, at a later date, gave their name to the
eastern part of the Fdrs province round Dirabjird. The reader
will recall to mind how about the middle of the fourth (tenth)
century, namely, a century and a half before the time of our

author, the Biyids, under ‘Adudu’ddawla, from 338-72 (949-82)-

had been at the height of greatness: by the middle of the fol-
lowing century, however, this dynasty had collapsed before the
rising pdwer of the Seljiqs. Tughril Beg, the founder of the
new dynasty, on his death in 455 (1063), had left as heir his
nephew Alp Arsldn, whose brother, Q4wurd, had already, during
the lifetime of Tughril Beg, been put in possession of the govern-
ment of some of the Eastern provinces, he thus ruling the most
part of Persia under his uncle and brother from 433 (1041) down
to the date of his death in 465 (1072). Alp Arsldn was succeeded
as Great Seljiq by his son, Malikshdh, 465-85 (1072-92), whose
Wazir was the famous Nizdmu’l-Mulk. Four of the sons of
Maliksh4h in succession came to the throne, of whom, however,
two only concern us here, and these have both been mentioned
before, namely, the eldest, Barkiydruq, 487-98 (1094-1104), in
whose reign the grandfather of our author served as Revenue
Accountant in Férs; and Sultan Ghiydthuw'ddin Muhammad, his

1 P. 114, L £v—p. ¢+, L.1. The Itineraries extend to p. 11¢, L.

2 Poig, L v—p. 1A, Lvel 3 Poave, Lg—poave, Lot
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the Atabeg Ruknu'ddawla Khumirtagin, who had been sent to
govern that prp\'incc in the name of the Scljig Sultan H:u-kiy;'u'uq,
487-08 (1094-1104), the son of Malikshith. 1bny I-Balkhi, who
accompanied his grandfather, was cducated in FFars, and becoming
well acquainted with the physical and political condition of the
country, was in duc course of time commissioned by the brother
and successor of Barkiyirug, namely Sultan Ghiydathuw'ddin Mu-
hammad, 498 -511 (1104 17), to compose the present work., No
exact date for its completion is given, but since the book was
dedicated to this Sultan, who died in 511, and further that the
Atabeg Chawuli s frequently mentioned in the text as still
living, who we know died in 510 (1116), it follows that this
Fdrsndma must have been completed during the first decade of
the sixth century AL, equivalent to the twelfth A,

“T'he Muscum MS. at present consists of ninety folios. Fol. 14
begins with a short preface, followed by the dedication, fol. 2 a,
to ‘the Sultan—King of kings—may his glory increase, Ghi-
yathu'd-Dunyit wa'd-Din Aba Shujia* Muhammad son of Malik-
shah,” who further is given the title of Qasim-i-Amir-al-Mdaminin,
‘the Associate (in the government) of the Caliph.” The author
then relates how his august master commissioned him to write
the present work, <sceing that [ had been brought up in Fars,
although by lincage descended from a native of Balkh...and
knowing that I was well acquainted with the present condition
of the people of I%rs...being well versed also in the events of
their history, and exactly acquainted with the story of their kings
and rulers, even from the days of Gaydamarth down to this present
time.” “Then on fol. 3¢, after a éummary description of the pro-
vince, and citing a few of the chief Traditions about Fars ascribed
to the Prophet Muhaminad, we start with the long line of the
carly Persian kings, whose history, much in epitome, closes with
the last of the Sdsdnians and the rise of Islam, on fol. 60a'. Next
very briefly the story of the Arab conquest of Fdrs is narrated,
ending with the reign of the Caliph ‘Ali2. ‘Here follows an inte- -
-resting account, fol. 624, of the Qddis—chief justices—of Firs?,
to which we shall return later, and then, fol. 634, the Geographical
Part (translated below) begins, concluding with the Itineraries,

1P g, koe—p. tav, LA : 2P, la—povay, Loy,
3Py, Ly—p-oaia, Ly,
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the geographical chapters of this work, and this will be followed
by a full translation, with notes to clucidate geographical ques-
tions®.  Ilamdu'llah, who is our carlicst systematic geographer
writing in Persian, collected his materials from the works of the
earlier Arab geographers, and from various Persian monographs”
which had been written cach to describe asingle provinee of the
Moslem Empire ; and it is found that the texts of some of these
monographs, thercto adding somewhat of his own konowledge,
after much curtailment and a rearrangement of the order in the
articles, he has transcribed almost verbatim, to {form the various
chapters of the Nuzhat. N\ good instance of this mcthod of
writing a new book is the chapter desceribing the provinees of
Fdars and Shabdnkira, which in truth is little but a shortened
transcript of the /idrsndina, o work written two centuries hefore
the time of [Tamdu'llah, and of which the British Muscum pos-
sesses an excellent"MS.

“The name of the author of thix /9drsndna is as yet unknown,
but he states in his preface that his ancestor was a native of
Balkh, and Ibnu 'I-Balkhi will serve as 2 convenient title by
which to refer to him unti] his identity be better established?,
From the MS. all that appears is that the grandfather of Thnu 'l-
Balkhi (twice mentioned, fols. 24 and 630)* was Mustawfi, or
Accountant for the Taxes, of Firs about the year (4)92 under

! The Persian text, forming vol. xxi11, 1 of the Gihh Memorial Series, was puh-
lished in 1913, the English translation (vol. XX111, 2) in igug.

2 Ilamdu’llah mentions the Fifrsudma amongst his authorities (Ricu, Zrsian
Catalogue, p. 418, col. 2). .

3 Tt is, of course, a slip of memory that has caused Professor Browne to suggest”
(in his Persian Literature under Tariar Dominion, p. 9g) that Ihnu *I-Balkhi may he
identical with Abd Zayd Ahmad ibn Sahl al-Balkhi (Brockelmann, 1, 229), whose
Suwarw ’l-Aqdlin is one of the sources used by Llamdu’llah Mustawfi in the Mwzhar.
The name Ibnu’l-Balkhi is given to our author Ly llamdw'llah and also by 1Lijji
Khalifa {ed. Fiuegel, 1v, 344, No. 8681), where we find the following briel notice:
G Ol ej (8 Lo Ldgiee OB (SAI oY aelals
us,:...L.JL All that we know of him, and it is not much, is derived from the
Firsndma. To the particulars mentioned by Mr le Strange I may add that the
author’s original plan included a general history of Islam from the time of the Prophet
to his own day (see p. vif, L. 1afoll.); but as this would have made the book too
long, he promises to compile a separate work on the subject, such as will be approved
by his royal patron. There is no evidence that he completed it.

4 See infra, p. ¥, 1. 1 foll. and p. 11, L 1A foll.
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Tuwe Vdrsndma of Thnu 1-Balkhi was first made known to
uropean Orientalists by Mr G. le Strange, who in 1912 published
a transldion of the geographical portion of the work in the
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society'. In the same year his
sight failed and he was thereby prevented from completing the
edition which he had already projected and which, but for this
calamity, would have appeared under his name alone. To him,
however, it owes not only its fnception but a great part of its
preparation (as will be explaingd below) and certainly the larger
share of its merit; for 1 have ho special knowledge of Muham-
madan geography, while My/le Strange is an expert of high
cminence in that ficld. The ihtroduction to his translation gives
such an admirable account of Ibnu 'I-Balkhf’s book, so far as the
geography and history of Fdrs arc concerned, that I cannot do
better than transcribe it here?, only adding a few footnotes? and
supplementing it’by some remarks on the history of the ancient
Persian kings, which—though occupying nearly two-thirds of the
whole—did not fall within the limits surveyed by Mr le Strange
in 1912, in which year the following paragraphs were first pub-
lished.

“In the Journal (of the Royal Asiatic Society) for the year
1902 a summary was given of the description of Persia and
Mesopotamia found in the Nushatu U-Quliid, a geographical and
cosmographical work written by Hamdu'llah Mustawf{ in 740
(1340). In the course of next year I hope to publish (in the
series of the K. J. W. Gibb Memorial Fund) the Persian text of

Y Descriplion of the Province of Fars, in Persia, at the beginning of the twelftl
century A.n., translated from the MS. of Ién-al-Balkhi in the British Museum (/RAS,
1912, pp. 1-30, 311-339, 865-889). Published also separately in Asiatic Society
Monographs, vol. x1v,

? For the sake of uniformity, the spelling of Oriental names has been altered, when
necessary, so as to correspond with the system of transliteration which I have adopted
elsewhere.

3 The original notes of Mr le Strange are distinguished by means of asterisks.

* Published also separately in the Asiatic Society Monographs, vol. v. The map
drawn to accompany this paper will serve to illustrate Ibnu ’l-Balkhi.
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Persian text, facsimile, 1911, 155 2, Abridged translation
and Indices by Browne and Nicholson, 1914, 1os.

XV. Nugtatu'l-Kaf (llistory of the Bibis) by Mired Jdni
(Persian text), ed. Browne, 1911, 1as,

XVI, 1, 2, 3. Ta’rikh-i-Jahan-gushay of - Juwayni, Persian
text, ed. Mirzd Mubammad; 1, Mongols, 1913, 155.; 2,
Khwirazmshihs, 191y, 1557 3, Assassins, in preparation,

XVII. Kashfu'l-Mahjib (Sili doctrine), transl. Nicholson, 1911,
155,

XVIII, 2 (ail hitherto published), Jami‘u’t-Tawarikh of Rashi-
duwd-Din Fadlwllih  (Persian text), ed. and annotated by
Blochet, 1912, 155,
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