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the end of that section, thus the odes, the lyrics, and the gat’as
(a kind of distiches) each being considered as independent parts.
As regards the mathnawis (rhytming couplets) and the prose
selections, they are categorized according to the nature of their
contents or that of the stories. Then, the vocabulary, expressions
and verses are expounded. The language chosen for this purpose
is simple and (except in special cases) the explanations are brief
and concise, In short, altempts have been made to clarify the
lexical and semantic ambiguities in such a manner as to enable
the reader to grasp the meanings of the verses and the difficult
expressions in the text without resorting to reference books. He
is thus given an opportunity to reflect upon the works studied
and have his mind stimulated.

The orthography adopted in the series is not of the kind
generally used in the old manuscripts, but closely follows the
principles as prescribed by J. Shear in his Manual of Orthography.
The existing printing symbols have also been utilized for the
sake of the reader’s convenience.

The Persian introduction to this volume may also give some
more hints on the series and its scope,

Editorial Board
Ja‘far She‘ar; Hassan Anvari; Yadollah Shokri



In the name of God

FOREWORD

Persian literature is vast in scope, and there are many
interested people who wish to benefit from it, The aim in
compiling and putting out the Collection of Persian Literature
has been to provide the readers with a conspectus of the above
scope. Persian literature is discussed, moreover, with a view to
diverse educational backgrounds, describing its range of subjects
for experts, teachers, students, and beginners.

By selecting appropriate materials, we try to help readers
form impersonnal motion of Persian Literature. We also try to
show clearly the humanitarian message, literary images, and
niceties of expression. In introducing a work and its author,
we have taken into account the underlying social bases and the

needs of the Iranian society at the time when the work was
created, thus trying to evaluate the poet’s or the author’s work
by the criteria belonging to his own time, as well as the unij_
versal criteria of human communities.

Attempts have been made in this series to present a picture
of the poet’s, author’s or translator’s own contemporary social
setting, and to point out the basic trends in intellectual thinking
and social attitudes of the time. Irrational traditionalism and
extreme modernism have been avoided, and in selecting and
introducing these works, we have adhered to moderation and
sound thinking. The selection of the classical texts is based on
the oldest and the most authentic manuscripts available. In other

words, critical and reliable presentation of the works is achieved
through a method near to scientific precision.

In compiling the series, a special method has been adopted,
too. The text is, according to various literary forms, divided
into several sections. The exposition of each section comes at
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