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According to Rahmati, a professional seal engraver must be skilled in
calligraphy, astrology, the science of numbers and geometry, and a
number of other arts. He must also be familiar with poetry and must
lead a pious life. The poet lists five criteria according to which the
engravers’ art is measured. These are: calligraphic skill, which he
considers to be of essence, drawing ability, skill in poetty, gold smithy,
and carving. He adds that because seals are indispensable to the royalty,
engravers should pay special attention to the composition of the seal, its
calligraphy, the size of the engraved text, and depth and clarity of their
carvings. He recommends that novices in the art of seal engraving train
with a master engraver before entering the profession. He ends his
treatise with eighteen odes concerning seals, seal engraving, gold smithy,
and embossing.

Aside from its technical value, Rahmati’s poem is of significance
because he names a number of well-known engravers who were his
contemporaries. Some of these are: Molla Hosain-e— Nagshi—Dehlavi
(d. 14 J.II, 988/August 6, 1580), Molla Ahmad—Neshani—Dchlavi (d. 12
Moharram, 1019/April 6, 1610), “Ata Allah the disciple of Molla “Ali
Ahmad, Khalil Allah and ‘Abd Allah, both of whom were exceptionally
skilled in carving stones, Bibadal Khan—also known as Sa‘ida of Gilan—
who was alive in 1057/1647, and Khosrow, Hasan, and “Ali-all of whom
were skilled in gold inlaying.

Two manuscripts of Kanz al-Ektesab are kept in the central library of
the Punjab University in Lahore Pakistan (nos. 9026 and 5291/2284),
neither one of which is dated. The present critical edition was prepared
based on these manuscripts. The editor has added two appendices, the
first of which includes the names of eighteen seal engravers and carvers
of the subcontinent of the 10-13" centuries AH (16"—19™ centuries AD),
and the second is a bibliography of 36 Persian and 13 Utdu article about

sigillography.



English Abstract

The poem, Kanz al-Ektesab, 1s the only known work on seal engraving in
Persian. Its composer, Rahmati, was probably a resident of Delhi during
the reign of Shah Jahan (1038 — 1070/1628 — 1659), and composed his
poem in 1057/1647. Although we know very little about Rahmati’s life,
he does refer to his father “Ata Allah, who was a skilled calligtapher,
painter, and seal-engraver and had invented a number of techniques in
seal engraving.

Rahmati, though a professional seal engraver, was a disciple of a
mystic by the name of Mirza Mohammad Fazel, and composed the Kanz
al-Ektesab as a manual to train his mastet’s son in the art. Because he
refers to the art of calligraphy in his poem, we can deduce that he was a
calligrapher as well as an engraver.

The Kanz al-Ektesab is comprised of 496 distiches in various meters.
It begins with an extollation of surrender to the divine will, labor, art,
and the mastets of the art of seal engraving. Following these laudatory
lines, 1t discusses the preliminaries of seal engraving which are given as:
familiarity with calligraphy, different vatieties of paper, pen, paring of
pens, and the techniques of preparing inks. It then turns to the subject
of seal engraving and discusses the criteria of seal composition, seal
calligraphy, carving, finishing, rules of applying carving tools, and
miniaturizing letters. Because the punch is a crucial tool of engraving,
the poet does elaborate on the techniques of sharpening and hardening
the punch.
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