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INTRODUCTION

Gulriz (or the Scatterer of Roses) is a Persian fairy tale
dealing with the love-story of Ma‘stim Shah, son of Tifur, king
of Nakhshab; andof Nishlab, tho daughter of the Queen of the
Fairies. The author is Ziya‘u’d-Din Nakhshabi, so named after
Nakhshab or Nasaf, the modern Qarashi, a town between
Samarqand and the Oxus. Ziya‘w’d-Din led a secluded and
religious life in Badaun, and according to ‘Abdu’l Haqq’s
Akhbaru’l Akhyar died in A.H. 751 (A.D. 1350}, His works ue
enumerated by the latter are the ‘A4shara-yi-Mubashshara, the
- Silk-i Sulak, the Kulliyyat w Juziyyat (mentioned in Rieu,
p. 741) and the well-known work called Tufi-Nama. Elliot, in
his ‘Hzistory of India, Vol. VI, p. 485, writes: °‘ One of those
who are famous for their literary efforts, both in prose and
irerse, is Ziya‘u’d-Din who lived in Badaun,....a man callous
to the world’s praise or blame, acceptance or refusal, and con:
fidence or mistrust, and gave free vent to his own opinions.”
The Gulriz is written in thymed and balanced prose ( ke aw )
still highly estecmed, and is intermixed with numerous-Arabic
quotations and Persian verses.

This rare MS. from which the present edition is edited is-
the property of Colonel D. C. Phillott, to whose generosity the
editors are indebted for the loan of the work as well as for the
transcript for the press. The MS. is written in a beautiful
naskh hand on Cashmiri hand-made brown paper, contains ten
finely-executed miniatures. It is bound in an old embossed
leather cover with the binder's name Ziya‘u’d-Din Pishawari,
on the top. It measures 10” by 64 and contains four hundred
and seven pfiges, cleven lines in every page. No date appears
in the MS. It appears to be about three hundred years old
and is well preserved. This is perhaps the only copy existing
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in India. The India Office Library contains only a defective
and worm-eaten copy (vide Ethé, No. 2852). C. Stuart in his
catalogue of the late Tippoo Sultan’s lerary mentions a copy
of this work. The work is also mentioned by W. Perstch in
Z.D.M.G. XXI, p. 611. The publication of this valuable book
was undertaken by me conjointly with my much esteemed
éolleague‘ the profound Arabic schdlar Mr. R. F. Azoo, Arabic
Instructor to the  Board of Examiners, who unfortunately
died on the 13th November, 1911, when only about a third of
the work was through the press. -
M. K. S.
BoARD OF EXAMINERS:
CaLcUTTA,
February, 1912,





