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Mss. of the Basatin
The Basatin exist in the following five Mss:

)

)

3)

Q)

(&)

The Moscow Ms. copied on the 27th Zil-Hijja A.H. 836. in Herat by
Qawwam bin Mohammad Mazandarani noticed briefly by Dr. Iraj
Afshar in the Majalla-i-Rahnuma-i-Kitab, Farwardin H.S. 1340. This
Ms. preserved in the Institute of Peoples of Asia, 2, Armensky Street,
Moscow. The copy of the Ms. has not been available to the editor of
this book.

British Museum Ms. described by Rieu in the Catalogue of Persian
Mss. of British Museum, Vol. 1I, p.752(b). It contains 167 folios in
clear Nasta ‘lig copied in Safar A.H. 1074.

Tagore Library, Lucknow University Ms. No. 297-15/M70B, copied
on the 1st of Ramazan A.H. 1046 in clear Nasta ‘lig 14 lines to a page
with headings and Arabic verses in red. The Ms. was purchased by one
Ambika Prasad on 28.02.1944 for a throw away price of Rs. 25/-.

Maktaba-i-Shaikh ‘Arif Hikmat, Madina-i-Mukarram, Saudi Arabia,
No. 9/902, dated Friday 18th Moharram 874 A.H. in Nasta ‘lig and 23
lines on every page.

Maktaba-i-Shaikh ‘Arif Hikmat, Madina, No. 8/902 undated, Nasta ‘lig
script, a later copy.

Prof. Nazir Ahmad
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ctl.u\ ‘UJL;\ cc.l): ‘Ju}\ E) W}u ‘g_,..::): ‘).:SL ‘)fJ‘U ‘g,)j.uh ‘JLAJ}‘ ‘J‘,‘.“E UU&U\
cee 9 g_ﬁw)..a.: ‘)“js ‘C}AJ cJ.q}u ‘J|J;’.9| ctLq.w‘ c('.:.wq cd\f&\
c¢) According to Arabic rules of grammar Nouns and Adjectives have been

used in agreement with each other in number and gender. Here are a
few examples:

cee 9 WL& J:LBL‘ M.:JLA uj.:b M.i;l...a (’jj} Maﬁﬁ}ﬂ ;JL.&}\ ‘W}A:‘fé—;

d) The author has used very idiomatic language in the Basatin:

OLeiS 255 S o
95,5 53 0l

O3 509 03 5 Cewsd
03,5 o5l 5

el A1)

0355 o DB
aals \J

Daptsny bl

e Ol

Ol et A
035 pxda Olgl jw I8 Cady 03 ol o
RS e

O i Ol b 55 61,
ol 5l S
Q.a)jbg Ls .s}f

ods ol

osLis 03

05551 S ALy
OAES pels s sl
LSl 03 S s old
Ok L8

O3 282 e )3

S sl

oLl (sl

0eiS pal ey s
Sl 3= 3kl sde
ol Gl s e
SO

0330l 53 f'ﬁ

Q:;ﬂ e ddy

03 S b glans Ols
e

O3l o 3l ,8 IS
Osls \J B &

Okl Colbl O > o
BRIV

oks b

5 S ksl ol
O3, oG

Sy s

sl o3l s ds
oS OLe ey
Il sl yava> s
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o 3 3l s s Els IS (il 5 Bl ge (ol Gyt 5 sy b e
5 e e 5 225 BT 5 o sl Jols fas 5 IS e 50 (Saems 5 o8
el ol 5 by amr (Sblge 5 Dl (BBlge Sl 5 Bslo Dhss (s
el e 5 oSl DL bl Ols 5 (BB s GG e 5 ole
Olge 5 ol So5uS Sk (i 5y 5 Co > S (23 jlee 5 Sl ) (s
;_éL,aJchlS‘J.:de,.i (e ol s osle @L\g () 9 yab cdome dal
s 5 Bl (G oS 5 T b e 5 ol A S
il i 5 o S8 3l o by Gos s Sk s el (il 5 Soslas
O & 505 colr oy B 5 S8 b cshas 5 il 0L el Gl 5 p Ul Al 5
il 5 S35 2GS S il s e b metle 5 Jsale OLBLE 85 5
5 sean Oy 5 sl 53 o OG5 2N s Jie OLaS e T Ol
Shlaal Gily s 5 S et Slee 303 5 LU 2 e oLl a8
3 GOE Oleinal 5 oslamel (Ol 5 51l (e 5 edad cme SlenlS 5 o 8

b 5 S 5 o (JUS

It is to be noted that in most cases the words and phrases in the compound
forms rhyming among themselves.

13. The grammatical aspects of the words used in the Basatin need
consideration.

a) The several of the Arabic words have mostly been formed according to
Arabic rule of grammar. A few examples are theses:

((V.a.E_G)) cL_liLza.a (2>ep) c}...::L.A (()j..i;ﬁ)) QS (Hd) ch\.J:| ((C?..j:)) Qe () s2)

( las (chlad ‘@\Jd_ (b ‘uf}l (P 5 (Cosl g (@islen (ilo sl (a9 ‘('.iu'zo
ooy il aadal) Ol O Glasl Goasn (bl oty ¢ Llay (w9

In a very few cases the Persian rule has been applied as g > OLsls

otLj;A etc.

b) Arabic infinitives have been liberally used, such as:

I 3‘)1‘ S LB)‘S ‘Ji‘)"“ 9 m s )L@kﬁ.ﬁ\ olae!l (s 9 JAL 9 JKL;

ctL.’.’.a‘ c)|);’.‘>| c&& ‘;Agjs 9 )‘.‘.}L‘ ‘J|.l;’.9| ‘&.->u 9 uL.’.’.‘>| ‘("‘,‘:@'1: cmi:u cc:zqd:
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Coms walis (6K (s ol Jbl s Jl sl (IS LS
~°):-.°JL9-’QY‘NJ1K‘V:~?:
This list obtained from the first 30 pages may be multiplied by a careful
study of these pages and obviously the whole book would certainly contain

hundreds of such compounds which is a great contribution to the development
of Persian language.

c¢) One of the notable features of the language employed in the Basatin is
the liberal use of compounds joined by conjunctive «sls). Here is a list:

ol oS s Caldn Sube (I 5 Caelae OLL o sl s S5 OllE LS
BBy e e ole) e 5 Solex b3 Ol gy 5 Sdee JLS
Ao dbuly 5 sl KB Oy e die (SULe oo s Sl o e
5l sl el apa 5 LS 2 Ol Olpie 5 L 53 (s3be 855, Ol
Jotoms ol 3 2Ly (pl 35 5 bl Jlo cnl dges I 5 DLl D15 (015
S e 5 gl 5 DS s CSas 5 Gl 8 ko e w5 s Jezla
5 Il G258 Olab 55505 &5 wDB 5 55,8 OIS DI L 5 e oSt
5l e 0 5 pam O (3S slaady 5 el sla K (el L 3
Gilol J g «UST 5 Glbl Olasl 5 i 0l 0lb gme jles oliitie (Sl
PP TSI N B PG N W (K NG I JR T NP
SOl Dl sl 5 M e JWED Jas Ol 5 e Gl 5 L Ols, 5 Ol
sl e o 8 (ble 5 sole a5 ol 0L 5 el bS5 i a5 O
west )] 5 S s (Sl 5 Wb ey Ghse s rle s aed s
o s olels Gy Gy N OLl Ol e 5 Ol BB e
(e el 5 D3l el (s 5 08 Ol s 8 Ol s W el S
Olee e ccal g plsjl 5 Donlym g (L35 L0 st 5 L ) S
Olaad 51T G 5 053 cmpd 5 il Gide Ol 5 Gl Oliss ( ilas OIS
5 Sl ka5 25 (Do 5 Soblse Glaw s s 5o alo 5 M50, 5
ob Sl 5 S WS 5 ol Xy s sl asle 5 cdlle JLE Ol
QLS o Ol 5 O S (bl ( JE 5 s pyle (d, bbb 5 il
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1. p.20.
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10. Obviously Akhsatan uses the figures of speech extensively but one
point that distinguishes him from most of works who had excelled in
figurative language is that he employs sustained figures which continue
in several sentences. Take the case of the words:

.og)} ‘LSLi (Ao 03 j}.é ‘o.Li)f (Y ‘QD; ‘uw "C:A 9
Which have been used in relation to each other in the above cited example

hereby creating a figure of speech called «,;Znsu\f» which continues in three
or four sentences. Take another example:

Osr o3l o3 ) 55 et by Wle g J5ead OF eSS Lt K an Ul I
OLLS 5 o8 2 Oluay 5 46 8 S ksl Oltse obs Ll Foe 30kt b s b
HaiS S sy Ol
The words 55| e caast cpols (U (e o =, create the figure ,Lillilel
which continues in two to three sentences. Another example:
,mjCMAsaj‘}l@S)‘.xiTuﬁ...rmgwjvfiywmﬁﬁbﬁ”
R A e e e ST ety 2o Joliad SICURSPWISER
Medd

The words —i>as ‘stj 0 g 0D g7 vl g Ul & have been used in
relation with each other thereby creating the figure ,lJlilel » and the figure
continues in four sentences. This type of sustained Figures are common.

11. The Basatin provides useful material for the languages and Linguistic
study. I shall venture to give a brief account of the same in the
following pages.

a) More than 50% words are of Arabic origin. In almost all the Insha
writing Arabic element forms the dominant feature; and in this work
this speciality has been maintained.

b) The reader meets with a large number of compounds sufficient number
of which are new and original. A brief list of such is given below:

S gt e OSGAS iad Ok s G5 gl s w2l Sl
LA Y. 7 . z
e Qjﬁf L;lijz‘uw‘jacm}x‘dw\ﬁuj\ G‘ﬂ Lﬁ)JJ:..S‘JSﬂ‘J.:;

1. Basatin, p.12.
2. p.1.
3. p.2.
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.‘,udyj|,mv1“wju;fﬁj

T (s L&Jﬁ)wd\j\,f&u&)zdwuuﬁ

JWL;JL:A&JAUQASW|QU}ML¢WMWJJ
The illustrations quoted above show the nature of « L) employed by
the author of the Basatin-ul Uns. The fact is that Akhsatan has given
much emphasis on his florid style in which rhyming words played
important role. And this style he introduced as a challenge for if the
style got approbation from the scholar he would undertake the other big
work on the achievement of the Sultan. Needless to say that he had

achieved excellence in Insha writing on which account he was selected
as the chief of the Diwan-ul Insha even when he was around twenty

during the reign of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq (d. A.H.724).

LT ol8 2w 81 0atiS5 sl slbl s 3 (s e O G285 e Sl 51 45"
b e Wl 2 s SHle bl S Rt b e il s don
Sl 1 RS e cevea b e 3 e B ek SSI B0 S s s
S Sl ask Oldsd  S) s ol sk el el alira 2,08 06 e
Slosl o 5l ols 5 S 5l OO 2SS B ) 05 LS aes
sl g Olerl Ot alaal ool Sl e 3 o 035 05 ol sl S
Sobe 5 oS haly b Okl b s Siler del 2SS e

Ll
S5 Ol s Geolle Cuo edien e Sle b s, s s U
M 5 DL oot ole sle Sl (ydnr 3 iy eden Lo Ol U
5l s s Ol Ol SIS James (sl Ol e sl S O i

Ou

Sl ol uaB Ol 53 G ol Lais

wok W=

Ibid, fol.35.
Basatin, p.24.
Ibid, 27n.
Ibid, 27.
Ibid, p.7.
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This is the occasion of the ruler of Tirhut taking refuge in the hillocks.
Then the sentence means he hid himself in the mountainous tracts. As « U:JT»
contained in the stone and not visible so was he. Professor Syed Hasan
‘Askari with reference to this sentence adds that it is not mere a flout but the
latent danger from the Raja which had been in the mind of the author.

6. As referred to earlier that the Basatin is a testimony to its author’s deep
learning and scholarship. His allusions are not merely historical and
semi-historical but often obtained from various sciences. And this is
only possible when the author himself had acquired some proficiency
in them.

7. His prose is inter-mixed with poetry both Arabic & Persian which some
time adds to the charm of the style but some time causes hindrance in
grasping the meaning. How this feature though common with Persian
writers pre-supposes the author’s unusual command over Arabic and
Persian poetry and when one thinks that the author of Basatin was only
a youth of 26 years on the occasion, one is awestruck.

8. One of the striking features of the style of the work is the appropriate
use of Qura’nic verses, Hadith, Arabic idioms and stray verses in the
course of description of the events. This feature displays on the hand
the author’s deep knowledge and scholarship while on the other adds to
the charm of the style. A few examples are quoted below:

5 BN ET B 03K 0 5 ol a5 e I S 3 sle prapes g
B s i pn st s Dlgpsld et b L gy Al 2
Olej 3 5 Sl o5 Camia (sl S e iy fendl o Ul aS 5 S 00k 5o
s Tl e 8 ol a e

Tty AT el STl K8 dedie 5 L

r“J:}j‘ ’Ls\w JM‘ ol dtion 5 5 pu ol Olo3 S algs ST oty s 0L
Pl Ul g W allly sesls alS sl ol Jos

1. Basatin, p.13.
2. Ibid, p.16.

3. Ibid, p.17.

4. Basatin, fol.31.
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4. While writing the Basatin, its author has the poetry of the classical
Persian poets such as Anwari, Khaqgani and others before him and has

benefitted by their writings for example the following sentences are
borrowed from Khaqani’s Qasida:

Tatle g g Lo bt 0 4l b s L
Khagani’s Qasida with the Matla
Ll by ols a3 e Lo st 5l ol 5 5,08 S
is written while in prison in praise of the Roman chief ‘Izduddaula Qaisar.

This long Qasida is full of Christian religions terminologies shows the
Khaqgan’s depth of knowledge.

The following sentence is obtained from a line of Anwari’s Qasida:
o B S R
Anwari’s line is as follows:
ibdmjfu-lﬁjwj‘ Lo 3 (S0l 5l A8 Uy el O sreen
In my opinion a deep study into the style of Basatin would show the
influence of other Persian poets.

5. Some times the author is imaginative in so much as he uses such words
and phrases as have wide meaning. At one place he says:

20s K g b O Sl g ST OT Calge sl 5, 13 51 5
The use of the word ««:L.) in relation to «gl:éT» is very suggestive and to
call .l as ((&w&» adds to the beauty of expression again:
s e S s 35T A5le)

. Ibid, fol.32.
. Diwan-i-Khagani, Amir-i-Kabir, Tehran, 1336, p.17; Basatin, p.13.
. Basatin, p.16.

W N =

. Anwari’s Matla“‘:

ol sy ey CiS $ oS J= s |y Ol sl Jlam 5 Sl 4 0l 5L

W

. Basatin, pp.13-14.
6. Ibid, p.14.
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which are quoted below shows all the seven planets which have been
employed with the same characteristics as common in poetry:

Sl s Jie S 1y 5l als 5 el o) Jlmal GUS o s e S1sS &S (5 Il
Zop 1y ) ol Sl Sl o2l 51 gl ke Wle s ol 5w
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T Ll s 4 dgedy s S (Sl s, 4 (63 03 L3 Lo

A o8 e oty Ay o irle G S Bl s 0L 5L
5 sy Sy Cawsls s ol gen Cills lash coas aS aise sle 1 WY
b sy el auly 5 S S Cul O S 1) i 55 Cub
.O“MJJ|J§.¢|

nok WD =

Basatin, £.6-7.

Ibid, pp.6-7.

Ibid, pp.15-16; Ibid, p.24.
Ibid, fol.25.

Basatin, p.19.
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2 s Sl do 5 S S s 58 e 5 Ol 3 e o
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3. The author is fond of using a group of various sentences hearing the
same ideas. A few examples are quoted below:

st ol Sl 5 (18l Jble l e Y e JRIESy b blie
5 6o 8 5 el S e 5 i Slle il Al 5 LU sl
(33 Slae i 553l et a8 4 5By bl O 5 et 2SS 0T Sl s
ST 13l S 1y ks BUIL ol o8 58 a3 0T 5 ok ot Jodle iyl
Mesy it IS5 0 F
The figure used in the above example would attract the attention of the reader:
Jieo Jlash 1y jn b, 5 odiSSl 0Ll Bl 3 1y b s Sls ptoll) b 7
5L gy RIS G e Sl e b Lal ble ol e cnl e el
53 gl 5 sl ey e ol Jsdew 35 pae mhe s i Jas (SL-
5 O mS i | Claxl 5 Sl 5 0l e arsmeaa Do e ol

‘”

.V“JJJL:S Qj)g g,..&Lb\ S)ib )\ lei} J/S )3.45 u:\ £ g
1. These examples show that the same idea has been expressed in many
ways.

2. Synonymous words & phrases have been used.

3. The style of the book is poetic in the sense that all the images
employed by the author are common in Persian poetry. A few examples

1. Foliol6-17.
2. Ibid, p.22.
3. Basatin, p.24.
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2. The style of Basatin is very forceful and effective. The author creates
this particular feature often by using short sentences ending in rhymed
words. The condition of back biters and conspirators has been depicted
in these sentences substantiated by few effective verses of his own
composition:

B 4 Lyls S s Jls 5 e s 3?(:»_;:1)-\ SOl &y &
S s oo 0 i Lmoaes iisp e pless OLSs Wselllaie 1 SO
234 G303 3 Koo B 5 ol s 4 U S 530S g aen s a8
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Bl o DLl B LS Bl SBI el oS 1 s Ol WL (Kb o s
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One passage analogising the virtues of the Sultan is quoted which is a
clear testimony to the author’s effective and forceful style:

D505 Pl Sheline 2l Sse a5 Spas s e Se D5 5l s
};;i)&iﬁ},miﬁwjo%&iyoj.\i}uju&iﬁ Lier Ao s

1. Folio70.
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1. Akhsatan was a gifted writer who had an extraordinary power of
expression. He describes various events in an attractive manner. His
description of the severe climatic condition and extraordinary heat of
the summer which he was subjected to in his stay in Tirhut and in his
return journey shows the author’s extraordinary grasp over the language.
Some examples are quoted below:

S sdeds sl K Chd g0 ST Lo Ceadb 3 45 o0l S0 sazja"
S Sl casllad b3 5 s s s S 03 b b Olewl b (8L, 6 0l
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The Description of Spring Season
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1. Basatin, pp.24-25.
2. Ibid, p.14.
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5. The Basatin' gives a general but eye witness graphic account of the
Tirhut expedition in which he was physically present. The expedition
was undertaken by Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq subsequent to his successful
campaigns in Sunargaon and Lakhnauti. The Raja of Tirhut proud of his
abundance resources, numerical superiority and strength of the fort
showed no inclination for accepting the suzerainty of the past rulers.
But as soon as he heard the news of the approaching army of the
Tughlaq Sultan he was so frightened as to leave the fort and hide in the
nearby hillocks. And after a few days the royal pavilion was set up in
the city and the state camps pitched on the out skirts of the capital. The
Sultan stayed there for a considerable town to set the administrative
affairs in order and to make arrangements for various Igtas. A host of
enemies who had taken refuge in the dense forest were apprehended and
put to death, while those who surrendered and accepted the Sultan’s
allegiance were pardoned and given were favoured with grant of lands
and properties.

6. Akhsatan was very particular about his style to be employed in the
Basatin®. The fact was that in the medieval period the style was
regarded as a proof of one’s learning and erudition and our author has
this plot in his mind. However about the style and diction of a book on
fiction he has different views which may be summed up as follows:

a) In a story extensive employment of metaphors, similes and adjectives
are not desirable for these results in losing the context by the reader.

b) Story and anecdote should be described in simple style which should be
free from lengthy sentences, high sounding words and unfamiliar
expressions.

¢) But it should not be completely devoid of desirable artifices which add
to the charm of the style and diction.

However by a close examination of the style of Basatin the following
points arrest our attention:

1. Basatin, p.122. The Phrase (gi:lS isl>) is available in this line:
L I sl oS meo i SIS S ek i) S Er usr S
2. In the Basatin this point is elaborately exhaustively explained in this way that one of

his sincere friends brought Persian rendering of the Hindi (Sanskrit) Story of
Kishwargir which was devoid of embellishment.
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¢) The introduction informs us that the author had a desire to compile a
book dealing with the achievements of the Sultan, but his professional
occupations, his attendance on the Sultan and his thirst for acquisition
of knowledge were not conductive to venture on a big project. Moreover
the Sultan did not permit him to undertake the compilation of a
voluminous book. Thus the author thought it advisable to compile the
present one and when his style and diction received the approbation
from the eloquent scholars he would take up the project of the larger
volume dealing with the glorious deeds of the Sultan and affairs of the
kingdom.

4. The Basatin sometime have things of cultural and historical importance,
reference to paintings and portraiture of men and animals, music,
musical instruments, the games of Polo and Chess, festivals and
festivities, various kinds of flowers and perfumes and clothes like
brocade and Silk, Dar-ush-Shifa and its function etc. would not go un-
noticed. There is reference to various customs and practices. On the day
of ‘Aashura people observed the martyrdom of Imam Hussain by
throwing black dust on their heads and putting on black clothes, the
robe lamentations. The Shab-i-Barat was observed with pomp and
gaiety. The night of 15th Sha‘ban was a night of prayer. Reference to
‘Urus is also available in the book. The author has also referred to the
rites observed on the occasion of marriage ceremony. Reference to ‘Id-
i-Fitr and ‘Id-i-Azha has been made by the author. The Siyum ceremony
observed on the third day of a persons death was observed as today.
Akhsatan Dabir has also referred to the Pairahan-i-Kaghazi put on by
complainant for seeking justice. Reference is also made to superstitious
nature of the people who believed in demons and evil spirits. They were
charms and amulets to avert the effect of evil spirits. The practice of
“Zamin-Bosi” (prostration on and kissing of ground before the rulers)
was observed in those days. There are also references to Wazir, Hajib,
Khazin-i-Khas, Qazi-i-‘Adil, Hakim, Nadim etc. etc. In the introductionl
a reference is available to one Malik-ul Atibba was Qudwat-ul Hokama
Mohammad Khujandi whose miraculous treatment saved the life of the
author'. In short the Basatin contains sufficient material for the study of
cultural activities of the 14th century India.

1. Basatin, p.20.
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testifies to it. Some Qasidas of both the languages are quoted in it. An
Arabic Qasida of 10 lines in praise of the Sultan opens with this line:
PUEYENI[PSSIPICR R RCIIPIC CRE R & BN e
Besides two Qasidas in Persian referred to above, another poem of 25
lines is quoted in full in the introduction. It begins thus:

r.b\g_,_uaulﬁ_e\uj_}j_;cﬁ;o:w V_,.L;uuu_wl > Sy 5ol o)
vﬁ.@i:j}mﬂj;)\g_,.:JJWJg_,.Bb‘\s oumwﬂv_}uw\j_ﬂ

In another short poem of 14 lines the poet describes his personal
condition. The poem opens thus:

I U B L P SN BN BE UL JUN LR P
Some lines are worth quoting:

S Mo O o m P CSs ed) s s Ol g s e
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This poem has been selected and quoted by the outstanding Tazkira-writer
Taqi-i-Kashi in the Khulasat-ul Ash’aar.

Another poem in praise of the Sultan occurring in the body of the text has
been quoted in the Tarikh-i-Bihamid Khani.

All this goes to prove that Akhsatan had an established position as a poet and
writer. In Arabic prose and poetry he had acquired sufficient proficiency. As
mentioned earlier, the Basatin supplied important source material for the author’s
Arabic prose and poetry. Besides his Arabic Qasida in praise of the Sultan, the
author adds an analogical Arabic language prose which may not be of high
standard but offers a proof of his adequate command on Arabic. He has also
quoted verses from the classical Arabic poets. In addition to these the Basatin is
full of quotations from the Qur’an, the Hadith and the Arabic classics. In short
the young author of the Basatin was a man of deep learning and literary genius.

1. Ibid, p.7.

2. Ibid, p.10.

3. This Qasida has been seen in the Ms. of Khulast-ul Ash‘aar, Bankipore, Patna, fol.320
and Basatin, p.23.

4. Thid, p.23.
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return journey he fell seriously ill and the long journey to Delhi was covered
while he was in a pitiable condition. He was however saved by the healthy
climate of his birth place, Delhi and specially by the remarkable skill of the
great physician Mohammad Khujandi. It was during his convalescence that
one of his friends brought to him the story of the king Kishwargir in a Persian
translation from some Sanskrit work and in deference to the views of his
friend Akhsatan agreed to rewrite it in an elegant and forceful style.

The Importance of the Basatin lies in the following Points

1. It is very useful addition to the meagre Persian literature of the pre-
Mughal period.

2. Pre-Mughal Persian Prose literature chiefly consists of histories,
biographies, translations etc. But book on fiction are very rare and in
this way the Basatin is undoubtedly important.

3. It has a lengthy introduction which is very significant from various
points of views:

a) It gives personal information about the author who was so close to the
Sultan that the later gave sixty thousand Dinars and sixty Arab & Tatar
horses as reward for a Qasida-i-Baharia in praise of the Sultan'. The
whole Qasida of forty lines is reproduced in the introduction of the
Basatin. A few lines are given below:
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b) At the early age of 26 years Akhsatan was an accomplished scholar and
a bilingual poet of Arabic and Persian. The introduction of the Basatin

1. Lucknow, p.29.
2. Basatin, pp.29-30.
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Though the reference to Din-i-Ja'fari at this stage seems to be out of
context. We can but interpret that the author did refer to Shi‘aism which was

prospering under the rule of the Sultan. Thus it may be inferred that Akhsatan
might be an adherent to Ja‘fari faith.

The Compilation of the Basatin-ul Uns

The Basatin-ul Uns was completed in A.H. 726. when it's author was only of
26 years®’. It was a popular book referred to by some historian such as
Bihamid Khan, Fasihi Khwafi and Farishta®. The book was dedicated to
Sultan Mohammad bin Tughlaq as stated in this book itself. Its details with
the story of king Kishwargir one of the author’s friend provided a Persian
translation of the story from Hindi (Sanskrit) and Akhsatan rewrote the story
in an agreeable style. This proves the interest of the Muslims in the Indian
literature, culture and art. As we know the author of Basatin was not single
individual to have his interest in Indian culture but a host of Muslim scholars,
writers, poets and artists right from the times of Amir Khusrau to the present
day showed their great interest and love for Indian Culture.

It is interesting to note that the author had accompanied Sultan
Ghiyasuddin in his campaign against Sunargaon’, Lakhnauti and Tirhut. But
due to the over whelming heat and hardships which he had to endure in his

1. Basatin, p.7.

2. Basatin, fol.25a, in the Mujmal, Vol. II, pp.78-79, it is stated under A.H. 752, that the
completion of the book. Bastin-ul Uns by Taj-ul Millat Waddin Malik Akhsatan
(Text: Akhtesan) Mohammad bin ‘Allauddin Ahmad bin Hasan Dabir ‘Abdusi was
made in the name of Sultan Mohammad Tughlaq. Juna Shah. As his date of death
could not be ascertained it’s date of composition was recorded obviously the author is
incorrect to give A.H. 752 as the date of the completion of book. The year A.H. 752 is
certainly the date of the author’s death and not the date of the completion of the book.

3. See Behamid Khani, fol.25b; Mujmal, Vol. 11, p.79; Tarikh-i-Farishta, fol.25b.

4. Lakhnauti & Sunargaon expedition is mentioned in the most of the histories, but the
Tirhut expedition is left out by Barani, Sarhindi, Badaoni etc. One point that strikes
most is that Lakhnauti expedition is started in A.H. 724 and the Sultan has returned in
A.H. 725. In other words all these eastern expeditions were completed in about a year
which seems to be near impossible.
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As he was too young to hold such a high position at the court and to write
a book vouchsafing his command over Persian and Arabic language and his
prowess to be as a good poet of both the languages, it was but natural to have

a number of his evil-wishers at the court and elsewhere. This is why he has bit
them back so forcefully in the Basatin itself.

The young Akhsatan was also hated in Sufi circles. Mir Khurd in the
Siyar-ul-Aulia has stated that some of the damnable personalities like
Akhsatan Dabir and those of his type cast aspersion on Shaikh Nizamuddin
Aulia in some discussion at court in the presence of the Sultan. The aim was
to provoke Shaikh Qutbuddin Dabir a disciple of the Shaikh-ul Mashaikh.
Being enraged Shaikh Qutbuddin snubbed them declaring that he would
consider himself fortunate if killed for his love and attachment to the Shaikh.
He would then attain martyrdom and would join him (the Shaikh-ul
Mashaikh) in heaven without delay and would relieved of such humiliations at
the court?.

In the Siyar-ul ‘Arifin Jamali supports the point raised by Mir Khurd
quoting the later that in the beginning of his reign Sultan Mohammad was a
monarch of sincere faith and belief but at last in the company of such persons
as ‘Ubaid Samarqandi, Maulana ‘Ali Mantaqi and Dabir Akhsatan of Sunam
deviated from the path of righteousness, indulged in immoral deeds and led a
life of infidelity?>.

Akhsatan’s Religious Belief

It is not exactly known which of the Islamic sect he belonged to, but while
praising the Sultan he refers to Din-i-Ja ‘fri in this way:

1. Ibid, Basatin, Lucknow, pp.24-25.
2. Siyar-ul Aulia, Delhi, A.H. 1302, p.273.
3. ‘Aligarh, Ms, fol.47a.
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‘Azaduddin'. Tt is further stated that Tughlag was so much pleased with Syed
‘Azaduddin as to ask him to go to the treasury and take as much as he desires.
But to the utter astonishment of all the Syed would take only a valuable
manuscript of the Holy Qur’an. Thus he endeared himself to the Sultan who
bestowed on him heaps of presents.

His death

No writer except Bihamid Khani in the Tarikh-i-Bihamid Khani has referred
to Akhsatan Dabir’s death. Even to Fasihi, the author of Mujmal Akhsatan’s
date of death was not available® as early as the early ninth century A.H.* It
was completed after A.H. 836. We have referred to earlier that according to
Bihamid Khani after the surmise of Sultan Mohammad* (bin Tughlaq) Malik
Akhsatan started returning to India and died near Thatta in his way home.
This would place his death sometime after A.H. 752.

Akhsatan Unpopular in Sufi Circle

Akhsatan Dabir has a number of evil wishers and back bitters on which
account he had taken extra care to undertake the composition (which was
rather a Persian rendering of a Sanskrit work) of the Basatin’. This point has
been elaborated in introduction ending on a poem some lines of which are
quoted here:

LS\,»PHL;jf.L_{wJpL_& s ks el ol s seles
LU 5l bl Al 4SS melas 8 51, S I S zele

1. He was none but Qazi ‘Azaduddin Iji, the Qazi-ul-Quzzat of Sultan Abu-Saeed staying
in Sultaniya. He is stated to have gone as an emassary of Shah Abu-Ishaq Inju to Amir
Mobarizuddin in A.H. 753. He is the author of (sl ;) and has been mentioned by Hafiz
in a Qit‘a

2. Under the year A.H. 752, it is recorded:

Ll e ol aacas @JU B g G ol D @JU 05
But certainly A.H. 752 was not the year of the Basatin. Most probably it may be his
date of death.

3. See 4, p.8.

4. Mohammad bin Tughlaq died at Thatta on 21st Moharram (Badaoni A.H. 752, and
incidentally Akhsatan also passed away in the vicinity of the same town. (Tarikh-i-
Bihamid Khani)

5. The Persian rendering of the story brought by one of his friend was devoid of
embellishment so the author presented in a florid and embellished (fol.22a).
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that monarchs. As seen earlier he was born in A.H. 700. It is quite unusual
that he was made Dabir or secretary, a very lofty position of Dar-ul Insha, at
a tender age of about 20 years. This fact is fully corroborated by Mohammad
Bihamid Khani who states that Ghiyasuddin entrusted the office of Dabir-i-
Mumlikat (Chief Secretary of the Government) to Malik Tajuddin Akhsatan.
Mohammad Qasim Farishta though giving the name Ikhtiaruddin instead of
Akhtasan and mention that Ikhtiaruddin', the author of the Basatin-ul Uns was
given the office (_.2w) of secretary-ship (s ,2>) and that he (the historian)
had made an abridgment of the Basatin.

During the reign of Mohammad bin Tughlaq Dabir held the charge of the
Diwan-i-Insha and his numerous professional occupations were putting in
order of the drafts of official documents, royal mandates and letters which
were the main concern of the Diwan-i-Insha.

Akhsatan Dabir was selected for the ambassadorial duties to Iran during
the reign of Mohammad bin Tughlaq but the date and the king to whom he
was sent are all confusing. The Tarikh-i-Bihamid Khani shows that he was
sent to Iran towards the close of Mohammad bin Tughlaq’s reign to Sultan
Abu-Saeed Ilkhani at Tabriz and while the ambassador was returning he heard
the news of the Sultan’s death and he died at Thatta in Sind. But this
statement is full of contradiction. Sultan Abu-Saced died in A.H. 736 and the
close of the reign of the Tughlag would be about A.H. 750-51 because the
ambassador while returning heard the date of the Sultan’s death in A.H. 752.
In such case Akhsatan would have not seen Abu-Saeed who had died about 14
years before. Another discrepancy in Bihamid Khani’s observation is that
Akhsatan Dabir was sent to Tabriz, the seat of the Government of the last
Khan for we know for certain the capital of Abu-Saeed was Sultania and not
Tabriz. In the Mujmal-i-Fasihi it is stated that an embassy was sent by
Mohammad bin Tughlaq to the court of Sultan Abu-Saeed in the month of
Shawwal A.H. 728.> But we do not know as to who was the Indian
ambassador. It is however stated by Fasihi that the name of the Iranian
ambassador accompanying the Indian Embassy returning to India, was Syed

1. This is certainly either a printing mistake or an error compiled by the copyist, because
the name Akhsatan appears in all the available Mss of the Basatin and one who works
on the Basatin itself would certain know the correct name of the author.

2. p.39.
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from India. The author speaks very high of his birth place Delhi'. The great
metropolis Delhi is his place of origin whose earth is soul rearing. He was
brought up under its soul refreshing climate and “it was in this paradise like
capital that the bud of his youth blossomed in the garden of his body”. He
excelled here in various branches of knowledge and excellences and had a
number of sincere friends and kind “brothers”.

His Father
The name of his father was Sadr but we do not know his aliases. He seems to
be in the service of the Tughlaq Sultans as may be inferred from the author’s
words calling him (sl3es 5 sion. The word sl 3000 may refer mean that just he
was the servant of the court so was his father. But no details are available.
And as stated earlier, the Basatin-ul Uns gives his genealogy as under:
Mohammad
1
Sadr
1
‘Ala
1
Ahmad
1

Hasan

While his full name being Tajuddin Mohammad Akhtasan Dabir ‘Abdusi.

His Date of Birth

The Basatin-ul Uns gives the information that Akhsatan Dabir completed this
book in A.H. 726 at the age of 26 years. From this his date of birth may be
calculated.

The Official Status

Akhsatan held very high office under the first two Tughlaq Sultans. He is
included by Barani among the Maliks of the court of Sultan Ghiyasuddin
Tughlaq (A.H. 720-725) as Malik Akhsatan Dabir. This suggests that he held
very high office under the first two Tughlaq Sultans held the Dar-ul Insha of

1. Lucknow Ms., p.18.
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As this is a very unusual name. I am inclined to suggest that the author of the
Basatin’s name is taken from here and since in the name of the Shirvan Shah
the letter «= is preceded by « . I have to conclude that the correct name of
the author must be (Oli=h and not «slue=h as commonly believed.

Among the contemporaries of the Indian Akhsatan, there was one in Iran
who has the title of Jamaluddin. He was attached to the court of Sultan
Moizuddin. His two letters are available in the Faraid-i-Ghiyasi, one written
when Moizuddin Kurt' was on the throne in Herat in A.H. 750 and the other
letter addressed to Khwaja-e-Jahan, the Indian minister. The writer’s name
and Nisbat appear as such:

" sl Ol Ul e ke
"ol 530 Ole Jokoens Ozt ittty A1 Lo Sk
Fobest| Ko il I Lo

This Jamaluddin was perhaps related to our author for both bore the same
name (Ol (Oleztl) and the same Nisbat (g s Auall).

Akhsatan’s Nisbat « 3.+ as appears in the Basatin indicates that he
has descended from some ‘Abdus one of whom is mentioned in al-‘Alam by
Zarkali and then in the Lughat-Nama was Abdus bin Abi-Zaid, a physician,
the author of al-Tazkira fit-Tibb died in A.H. 300 in Baghdad. He was a
physician attached to Al-Mo‘taz Billah (&l 3:edl). Another ‘Abdus noticed in
the Al-Lubab was ‘Abdullah bin al-‘Abbas bin Abi- Yahya bin Abi-Mansur
bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdus of Sarkhas (in Khorasan) known as Qazi ‘Abdusi
with the Kunniyat of ‘Adul-Qasim. He died in A.H.461. But we know
nothing about our author’s ancestor bearing perhaps the name ‘Abdusi.

Akhsatan’s Birth Place

Akhsatan’s birth place was Delhi whereby he is called al-Dehlawi (vide the
Khulasat-ul Ash‘ar). He is also called al-Hindi® which indicates that he was

1. From the file of the letters it appear that the letter was written on the occasion of Kurt’s accesion to
the throne, but in the body of the letter the date A.H. 750 is clearly written. As the accesion of the
Kurt Sultan took place in A.H. 732 (Mujmal-i Fasihi, Vol. 11, p.42), the letter has nothing to do
with the accesion to the throne.

. Introduction, p.11.

. Vol. I, p.182.

Vol. II, p.179.
Majmal-i-Fasihi, Vol. 11, p.78.

RIS
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C
i &l
I oz J gy Loz
(13) "l -l ol il L
NN e o Ol
oAb

D
RIRNPAIRN &
I oz J gy oz
(158) &l " -l ol oLasll S
o gl Az o Ol

oLiily

2. In the contemporary history of Gurjistan and Armenia’, the name of the
Sultan appears as «OU .~ in which the letter «=» is preceded by « )
suggesting that (Oli.=l) may be the appropriate word.

3. All the modern Iranian Scholars* have regarded «ol.=l) as the correct
reading.

It is almost certain that the name of the ruler of Shirvan Shah was
Akhsatan, and not Akhtasan (though in some cases it is found as Akhsatan).

L. @l ol ol ACHL 575-622.

2.l oW It is to be noted that this coin does not contain the name of the Saljuqi ruler.
Tughril died in A.H. 590 and after the later's death the Shirvan Shah was independent ruler though
Barthold regards the Shirvan Shahs subordinate to the Khwarazm Shahs. (Safa, Hist of Iranian lit,
Vol. 11, p.43)

3. Yaddasht-Ha-i Qazwini, Vol. V, p.209.
4. Such as Qazwini, Ibid; Safa, Hist of Iranian Lt. Vol. 11, p.43. Faruzanfar who states as follows:
S Wloy o S Dbl cpl s osde odis g8 K 5 B ey S s luat AalS
Wl L@ () By
@l...ol:mb Sl b sl
Ol 5l &S glaSu s 5 Lyls plis (D Ly (e Al s 0 S OlulS &y 3 Ol By oS ol
255 Sy 93 53 oS el Oliman (55 U plodys (55,8 GBI G 25 15 O D50 5 ksl wsay Ol
g oo dsd
The same reading «olze=h is found in the Diwan-e-Khagani and Lughat-Nama-i-Dahkhuda.
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[ S Sl a8l i a8 Dl s
Jalaluddin Abul-Muzaffar Akhsatan was the son of Khaqgan-i-Akbar Abul-
Haija Fakhruddin Manuchihr bin Faridun Shirvan Shah sat on the throne
about A.H. 563 and died some time between A.H. 590 and A.H. 587°. He had
patronised Khagani more than anyone else and the poet had compensated by
eulogising him much more than any other patron®.

This is one of the grounds on which the reading of the word Ol is
taken to be correct’. The other reason may be as follows:

1. The coins struck by the ruler have the same reading and these are
preserved in the Leningrad Museum and I take the opportunity of
reproducing the writings on both sides of the coin®.

A
RRVETIN anall S
oLl L or ol
1(138) ols o g
RIRNIARN
B

| il S
(148) dol b daxall
(138) " ol o Ol

Jiob AT

. As (Ol=h thymes with (Ol 28 the third letter «_.» must have a Fatha ().

. Diwan, p.657.

. Diwan-e-Khagani, Tehran, 1356, p.114n.

. Ibid, pp.65, 69, 70, 79, 94, 95, 114, 119, 138, 157, 158, 237, 258, 310, 358 etc.

. The author of Sukhan wa Sukhanwaran, 11 p.332 has referred to both the reading VII, p.332 n.
. Yaddasht-ha-i Qazwini, Vol. V, pp.708-709.

32™ caliph of the Abbasids (A.H. 555-556).

Saljuq ruler Arsalan bin Tughril, succession (A.H. 556).

Yaddasht-Hai-i Qazwini, Vol. V, p.209: «_sszwdh; Tabgat-i-Nasiri, Vol. VI, p.127: il axalh;
al-Kamil & Siyuti as in the text, he ruled from A.H. 566-575.

10.The last Saljuqi ruler, (Tughril bin Arsalan, A.H. 573-590).

© 0 TN LA W N
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As pointed just now that the third letter in the word (ol is « ) rather
than «=). We have to enter into a discussion about this point.

In all the sources about the author such as the Tarikh-i-Bihamid Khani',
Siyar-ul Auliya®, Mujmal-i-Fasihi’, Khulasat-ul Ash ‘ar*, and in almost all the
Mss. of the Basatin-ul Uns, it is “Akhtasan” and hence there should have been
no doubt about the reading of this name except about the diacritical marks of
the first letter «—&l and the third letter «=» which may also be pronounced as
“Ikhtisan” and Ikhtasan. But we come across with a similar name of two of
the monarchs of the Shirvanshahian dynasty of Shirvan Shah in the 6™ and 7"
centuries A.H. One of them was Jalaluddin Abul-Muzaffar and the other a
later ruler who was son of Faribarz. Both of them have been called Akhsitan
instead of Akhtesan. The former was the patron of two outstanding Persian
poets, viz. Nizami of Ganja (d. A.H. 614 or 619) and Khagani of Shirvan
(d. A.H. 595). Nizami has dedicated his poem Laila Majnoon® to him, and in
one of the lines from Sharaf Nama®, the poets refers to Shah Akhsatan’s death:

The word «Oles is used as a Qafiya with (sl.d) which would suggest

in the learn «o» is preceded by « . and the same is the case with the
following lines in the Qasidas of Khaqani:

DS i o Siab 0lds gl el ok
U B P R O I GG | CANUE S I WO W S
Olwls & Ols Cj_.m.a Ot ols e gs L
Yol Lt i s bl Ol st 55
k

Py gl S Olin il 65 5l els SLES e Ot Jane ol
%

British Museum Tarikh-i-Muhmmadi, Ms, or 137b, Fol.395b & 425b.
Delhi, 1302, p.273.

Mashhad ed. Vol. 11, pp.78-79.

Bankipur Ms. autograph, f.320a.

Safa, His. VII, p.803.

Faruzanfar, Sukhan wa Sukhanwaran, p.333-4.

Diwan, p.362.

Ibid, p.571.

® NNk W
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While the later' has somewhat a difference reading as:
SIS 5o o dame a5 syl DLt S il G LSS

[

Sk g e he]

In the Khulasat-ul Ash‘ar, the word ;.. which was the name of the
author’s father is missing, while in both these sources  WlMe ;uo Lo
(Lo>I has been taken as one name but in the text of the Basatin®, it is -l Xisee
(bl pWllede 4. Now we have no choice but to accept that the pedigree
line of the author would be as this:

Mohammad S/o Sadr S/o ‘Ala S/o Ahmad S/o Hasan.

The Correct Reading of the title (Olkush/Oluch

The correct reading of the name Oli=h/(Olue=h is very confusing. It may
have the following eight readings:

Akhtasan, Ikhtasan, Akhtisan, Ikhtisan, Akhsatan, Ikhsatan, Akhsitan,
Ikhsitan.

The problem may be put in these ways:
1. Whether the letter « . is preceded by or followed by «=.

2. Whether the letters «_,«» and «=) have ‘a’ .5 (=) or ‘i’ .3 () as vowel
points.

3. Whether the first letter «&l has ‘a’ ,;or ‘i’ .3 as vowel points.

There are several verses of Khagani and even a few of Nizami in which
the word (olsh rthymes with (kS (Ol ,iby and (Ol 25) even has words
like (Olds OkudS Olwsy and (©lwby as « wle). These though undoubtedly
determined that the third letter is « . rather than (o), that is to say «Ole.sh is
a preferable reading, the vowel point « ), «,3), () in regard to the third
letter « ) remains unsettled.

Similarly the vowel point regarding the first letter «—&)ly in oles| is not
settled by the verses to be quoted shortly. The word «OU .l from which
(Ol seems to be derived, though pronounced with a « ;3 on «ah has no
solid ground for such pronunciation.

1. Vol. II, pp.78-79, year A.H. 752.
2. Madina Ms.
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The Basatin-ul-Uns is a book in Persian dealing with the story of King
Kishwargir of Kalyan and Queen Mulk Arai of Sarandip intermixed with the
tales of the king of Ujjain, Kashmir, Qannauj and China. Its author Tajuddin
Mohammad Dabir was an important personality of the first two Tughlaq
Sultans viz., Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq (d. A.H. 725) and Mohammad bin Tughlaq
(d. A.H. 752) under both of whom he hold the office of Insha.

The full name of the author of the Basatin as given in the Madina Ms.' is
as follow:

g_,.i,l.,q.” wj.l.:.o S e (O S| O e LR okl Loes o:b’o.l.lg 9 o.l.lg”
Lokt Gy mall (b

But in the Lucknow? and British Museum® Mss., the name appears without
the word «,» in all the cases as this:
d}ﬁaj‘ ((CU)M{ vl.&)\ Lf"dj')"?'p S e o=l Mo s Moo o:b’o.l.lg 9 o.l.lg”
i“ . .
SOl ha

- -

But the fact is that in the later case, the word . is certainly missing,
though it would not make any substantial difference because the ol —slsl
would be a substitute for the word « .. At least there are two external sources
in which the name of author appears along with the word « . following
various names. One is the Khulasat-ul Ash‘ar’ of Taqi Kashi and the other is
Mujmal-i Fasihi. In the former it appears as:

M (Ol D g el (ZUa CdEl e e el W Los”

Maktabai-Shaikh ‘Arif Hikmat, this Ms. is dated A.H. 874.
. It is dated A.H. 1046.

Dated A.H. 1074.

Basatin, p.11 (Lucknow).

Fol. 320

. Without dots.

N
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Prof. Nazir Ahmad had been given two foreign assingnments. The first
was that he was the co-ordinator and the Chairman of the Board of
translators of Amir Khusrau’s E‘jaz-e-Khusravi (English) sponsored by the
Ameer Khusrau Society of America, Chicago, U.S.A. The project has been
completed and published by the Islamic Thought and Science Institute,
Illinois, U.S.A. in 2007.

The other assignment was that he was one of the members of the Board
of Editors for the translation of the Badshah Nama (English) sponsored by
the University of lowa, U.S.A.

In view of Prof. Nazir Ahmad’s versatility profound and all round
scholarship and wide experiences in the field of literature, learning and
knowledge the Aligarh Muslim University feel honoured by appointing
him as Professor Emeritus in Persian in the year 1987 which he was so
eminently deserved.

On 19" October 2008 he breathed his last in Aligarh and because of his
sad demise we lost an important literary figure.

Prof. Rehana Khatoon
Head

Department of Persian
University of Delhi
Delhi
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Persian textual editing. His discovery of the Mss. of the Farhang-e-Zyfan-
e-Goya had earned wide celebrity among Russian scholars of Persian. The
discovery of a complete Mss. of the Farhang-e-Qawwam and its edition in
India was a rare distinct achievement by Prof. Nazir Ahmad. His discovery
of the Mss. sofar unknown Lisan-ush Sho ‘ara, a Pesian Lexicon written
during the time of Firoz Shah Tughlaq and its subsequent edition, was a
landmark in the study of a history of the development of Persian
Lexicography in India. The discovery of the Mss. of Diwan-e-Muhandis
and its edition was a unique and remarkable break through in the history of
the Taj Mahal. He convincing proves that both the Taj Mahal and the Red
Fort were designed and constructed by Muhandis’ father Ustad Ahmad-e-
Mi‘mar.

Prof. Nazir Ahmad had received National and International recognition
for his most outstanding Contribution to Persian studies:

1. President of India’s Certificate of honour in 1978.

2. Fakhruddin ‘Ali Ahmad Award in Criticism and Research, Ghalib
Institute in 1978.

3. Eminent Teacher of Persian in 1980. All India Persian Teacher’s
Association.

4. Hafiz Muhammad Shirani Award, in 1980.
5. Padamshree Award in 1987.

6. Nazr-e-Khusro Award in 1987 for his contribution to the study of
Ameer Khusrau, America.

7. Hafiz Shenas Award in 1988, Iran Culture House, New Delhi.

8. The first International Mahmood Afshar Award in Literature and
History by Afshar Foundation in 1988.

9. Efjaz-e-Meer, 1989 Meer Academy, Lucknow in 1999.
10. Khuda Bakhsh Award in 1996, Patna.

11. Award with Gold Monograph 1382 (Khurshidi), presented by
Anjuman-e-Athar wa Mafakhir-e-Farhangi, Tehran, Iran in 2004.

12. Saropa Presented by All India Urdu Persian Teachers Association.
13. Sa‘adi Award in 2005.

14. He had the rarest distinction of receiving the Degree of Honourary
Professorship of the Tehran University, Iran in 1989.
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such as and several centres of learning such as Iran Society, Calcutta, Iran
Culture House, New Delhi, Indian Institute of History of Science and
Medicine, Hamdard Nagar, New Delhi, Arabic and Persian research
Institute, Tonk, Rajasthan, and Rampur Raza Library Rampur.

Prof. Nazir Ahmad was actively engaged in literary and academic
persuits. He was the secretary, Vice-Chairman and lastly Chairman and
Trustee of the Ghalib Institute, New Delhi till his death 19"™ October 2008.
and the chief editor of the Ghalib Nama, a six monthly literary and
research journal published by the Ghalib Institute, New Delhi. He was an
honourary member of the Iran Society and member of the Board of Editors
of the [ran-Shenasi, Tehran, Indo-Iranica, Calcutta, Ma ‘arif, Azamgarh,
Bayaz, Delhi, Qand-e Parsi, New Delhi; Member of Executive of Ghalib
Institute, New Delhi, Board of Directors, Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public
Library, Patna, and Raza Library Rampur. He was the President of All
India Persian Teachers Association for two terms and All India Oriental
Conference Arabic and Persian Section.

Prof. Nazir Ahmad was the author of about five dozen books and
monographs published in India, Iran, Afghanistan, Kuwait, and U.S.A. etc.
more than 1000 research articles published in Indian and foreign journal
about Persian and Urdu languages and literature, He also worked on
diverse subjects like History and culture, Art and calligraphy, Music
architecture, Islam, Medicine and lexicography thereby gave a wide
spectrum to Persian researches. Some of these articles had been translated
into Urdu, Persian, English, Pashto and Russian. Almost Six collections of
his articles have been published. He had a rare distinction of bringing to
light more than fifty hitherto unknown manuscripts and had thereby made
valuable contribution to Persian studies and scholarship. His discovery of
the Manuscripts of Kitab-e-Nauras, a book on Music by Ibrahim ‘Adil
Shah and subsequently its edition was a land mark in the study of Daccani
Urdu Literature. His discovery of the Manuscripts of the Makatib-e-Sanai
and its edition from the Kabul University is still regarded as the last word
in the study of Sanai’s prose writing. The Mss. of the Diwan of Siraji and
‘Amid Loiki discovered and entitle by him was the rare contributions to
the study of Indo-Persian Literature. The discovery of the Mss. of Diwan-
e-Hafiz at Gorakhpur and its first publication from Mashhad, Iran and two
subsequent editions from Tehran is the rarest distinction achieved by an
Indain scholar so far. Prof. Ahmad’s edition and publication of the
Farhang-e-Qawwam from Tehran was rightly considered as a model for
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Padamshree Prof. Nazir Ahmad had a brilliant academic career having
passed his examination with distinctions and honours and having received
double gold medals in M.A. and best research prize in Ph.D. and D.Lit.

He was an eminent Iranologist, obtained Ph.D. in Persian and Urdu in
1945, 1950 and 1957 respectively from Lucknow University. In 1955, he
obtained diploma in Old Persian, Modern Persian, Avesta and Pahlavi from
Tehran University, Iran in 1956. First he was appointed in 1950 as a
lecturer of Persian and served Lucknow University till 1957 and then
shifted to Aligarh Muslim University and promoted as a reader in 1958 and
was appointed as a Professor and Head Department of Persian in Aligarh
Muslim University in 1961 and for two years he was Dean Faculty of arts
and in 1977 he retired from his services from Aligarh Muslim University.
He had served the A.M.U. as Professor and Head Department of Persian
about 17 years and under his stewardship the department had earned wide
reputation as a centre of teaching and research. Prof. Nazir Ahmad was an
inspiring teacher and research scholar and dozens of students had received
Ph.D. degree under his guidance and supervision.

Prof. Nazir Ahmad’s erudition was and is much more appreciated in
Iran as he was one of the few Indian scholar who could speak and write
both in flawless Modern Persian. He was the outstanding scholar of
Persian of the sub-continent. He got academic recognition as a scholar and
literature both from the Imperial Government of Iran as well as the Islamic
Republic of Iran. He had participated and chair in dozens of national and
international seminars, conferences and congresses held in India at
Calcutta, Bombay, Lucknow, Osmania Universiry (Hyderabad), Banaras
(Varanasi), Allahabad, Ahmadabad, Kashmir, Baroda, Delhi, Jamia Millia
Islamia, Jawaharlal Nehru etc., Iran (Tehran, Isfahan, Mashhad, Shiraz,
Kirman), Iraq, Afghanistan (Kabul, Samarqgand), U.S.A., U.S.S.R., Kuwait,
Pakistan (Karachi, Lahore) and also visited England and Saudi Arabia. He
had delivered numerous lecture at several Indian and foreign universities



CENTRE OF PERSIAN RESEARCH
OFFICE OF THE CULTURAL COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

NEW DELHI

BASATIN-UL UNS

Author: Mohammad bin Sadr Taj ‘Abdusi Akhsatan Dabir
Introducrion, Editing & Annorartions: Prof. Nazir Alimad
By: Prof. Rehana Kharoon

Composing: Parvis Nayyeri
Page serring: Abdur Rehman Qureshi
Designing of THe cover page: Aisha Fozia

Printing Manager: Haris Mansoor

¢
First Edition: New Delhi, December 2010
Printed at: Alpha Arrt, Noida (U.P.)
ISBN: 978-964-4%9-398-%

<>

Iran Culiure House
18, Tilak Marg, New Delhi-110001
Tel.: 233%8%2%2-4, Fax: 23387%47

ichdelhi@gmail.com
newdelhi@icro.ir
http://newdelhi.icro.ir




BASATIN-UL UNS

AUTHOR
MOHAMMAD BIN SADR TAJ ‘ABDUSI AKHSATAN DEHLAVI

(700752 AH./1301-1351 A.D)

INTRODUCTION, EDITING & ANNOTATIONS

PROF. NAZIR AHMAD
PROFESSOR EMERITUS PERSIAN
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY

By

PROF. REHANA KHATOON
HEAD, DEPARTMENT OF PERSIAN
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI, DELHI

CENTRE FOR PERSIAN RESEARCH

OFFICE OF THE CULTURAL COUNSELLOR

EMBASSY OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
NEW DELHI



