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In an age and in an environment that the darkness of
ignorance was so widespread that the eyes of mind could
hardly see any . truth . such a clearsightedness is indeed
miraculous and amazing .

Thus’ the authur of such a masterpiece rightly deserves
to be reckoned as a genius of his own time.

Ta give an account of this magnanimous man’s life >
even in a sketchy manner : calls for the compilation of a
book .

This book which is selected maxims from ¢ Nahdj-Ul-
Balagheh» includes some of the most valuable rules of con-
duct . May it serve as # torch to those who wish to benefit
by the teachings and experienceé of the great men of the

world .
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ALI-EBN-I-ABI-TALIB

Ali—-Ebn-I-Abi-Talib - the Commander of the
Faithful » is cousin of Mohammied » God’s messenger -

Ali was boin at ,Mecca. ( about 600 — A.D.)
The prophet adopted and educated him and honoured him
by giving him his daughter in marriage .

Ali was elected by Muslems as their Caliph (656-A.D.)
and » after ruling for five years » he fell victim to a plot
and was martyred at Kufa (661 - A.D. ).

He was the first person,who believed in Islam and he
is the first Imam of Shiites all over the world today .

To preserve the sacred religion of Islam . he » aleng
with the prophet; fought a number of battles against the
infidels 5 and ’ the bravery and devotion displayed by him»
to a considerable extent accounts for the spectacular con-
quests of the Muslems .

However > more important than all these merits is his
moral virtues. it is his chivalry » equity, chastity, kindness:
patience > generosity , wisdom and insight that make him
the symbol of a perfect figure or an ideal man ; and this is
a fact that enemies and friends equally acknowledge .

The book <« Nahdj-Ul-Balagheh » » which is known
to be a collection of his speeches and a reflection of his
thoughts , contains most elogquent aphorisms with excellent
meanings and minute points which are clear indications of
his high~-mindedness and perfect integrity .
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In the Name of God ; the Compassionate ; the Merciful.
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ADVICE
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One whose business with you is to give advice, brings you
a considerable Profit .
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LEARNING

One who asks questions learns
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Teacher and student are rewarded mutually
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Knowledge leads to wisdom 5 hence he who acquires

knowledge acquires wisdom,
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Listen and learn, keep silent and be safe
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THOUGHT
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Man’s thought is a mirror which reflects his right and

wrong deeds.
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Thinking clears difficulties of affairs .
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Think and then speak; so that you may be guarded against

the slips of tongue-
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An intelligent person learns from everything.
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REPUTATION
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What you have spent for keeping your good reputation
1s not lost.
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DESIRE
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Abandoning desires is the most useful medicine
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EXAMINATION
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On examination a man is either endeared or humiliated.
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In crisis the true nature of man will be revealed.
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COVETOUSNESS
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Covetousness debases men .

g Gy s 2 03 S0k jaaS el A a3

l) (S)L:.DJ{ Jz':A ¢ C.L .;_.-‘-k;f l) (S)L:;IJ{ 3xa ‘CQL :Aﬂ" )‘.:
L Sslee 3 add ales 0o,8 ) S8 pl szagp LT
fededad

vrA e s e, o w & 2 & & -o-

J’,...J\ Jbup U)" u,;” Jl>-)” ddo C.AUQ‘”

Covetousness debases men , Death is less painful than

beggary.
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A slave is free as long as he is content; a freeman is a

slave as-long as he is covetous .
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The avaricious man is poor even if he gains the whole

world .
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DONATION
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Make your donation before the needy asks for it 5 if
you let him utter his needs, you take more from his self
respect than what you give to him.
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A poor man’s generosity dignifies him » a rich man’s

meanness degrades him.
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FORGIVENESS
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When you have prevailed upon your enemy forgive him ,

and thus, thank God for giving you the power over your

enemy .
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Condonation embelishes power.
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Do not haste to requite an offence ; but leave room for

pardon .
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Accept the apology of the person who apologizes to you.
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ADVERSITY
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It is in adversity that one can tell his friends from his foes.
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Three of the greatest calamities are: Numerous dependents,

excessive debts and chronie sickness .
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Remember that one of the calamities is poverty » the worse
is sickness of the body , the worst sickness of the heart.

Fen S apad) S Sl e W ahex 518 2, o5 |

NG IS DTS WOV Y 5 ORGSR G

cl0is a5 iy S um Pl gmey @i Ll N sl

, S-loi @il A S Js Soley Sl ez 3V i iS5y
232

S

SUSPICION
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Clear your mind of suspicion:
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ILL-TEMPER
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Three things make life miserable; Rancour, jealousy and

ill-temper.
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ILL-NATUREDNESS'
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It is uinpleasant to see a person who is ill-natured.
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The wicked does not see any good in any one, because there
is no good in himself:
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BADNESS
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Do not mistreat a man who has behaved you well; for he

who answers agood deed with a bad one obstructs

benevolence.
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Uproot malevolence from other’s heart by expelling it

from your own,
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Avoid doing anything that whoever does it, will deny it

with shame when asked about it.
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A bad child disgraces the family and defames the ancestors.
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Bad ministers are assistants of tyrants and brothers of sinners.
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The man most hated by God is a poor man who is proud,

an old man who is adulterous; and a learned man who is

libertine .
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NOBILITY
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Nobility lies in wisdom and culture; not in wealth or birth,
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Nobility comes from great deeds ; not from the rotten bones

of the ancestors .
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The magnanimous is not misled by station or wealth, no
matter how great it mmay be. he is like a mountain that can
not be shaken by the wind. The mean will lose his head by

the slightest gain of perstige ;5 he is like a blade of grass that
shivers by the breeze.
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POVERTY
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Poverty is graver than death .
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STUPIDITY
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Stupidity is an incurable disease .
- wola las S ol 52 a,.‘:.;ljl.).nf Sl8as siles

-\-J; O’J“‘;J Olij_}.’ _,:: ‘5)5] -\uJi OL? .,,.-: 5‘ &.»l g’jl:

de s Olasty € il 3)0 e 212 o> Oler 002 2038

AR



-8 -

J,..a..s x.,l-u.. ul o.,). 4. ooYIM :Lu) .Jl,l

Beware of befriending with a foolishman, for he brings harm

even if he chooses to be beneficient.
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One who associates with the fool will be abased.
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Most foolish man is one who considers himself as wisest .
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To discuss a matter of which one is ignorant; to talk when
not asked for, and to be reckless are three instances which

evince a man’s stupidity .
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The wice man relies upon his deeds; the ignorant on his
dreams .
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IMPUDENCE
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Impudence defaces man.
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LONELINESS
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Lonesome is he who has no friends
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One who is able to see his own defect » can easily overlook
the defect of others .
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When the heart does not see , hearing through the ears

is of no use
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Blindness of eyes is better than blindness of mind .
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REWARD
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One reaps according to what one sows; and is rewarded
according to how one behaves .
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One who digs a well for his brother, falls in it himself.
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He who does not pity> will not be pitied .
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PERSISTENCE
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One who continues to knock at a door persistently,
will see it opened.
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GLUTTONY
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Avoid glattony; for often overeating deprives
us of many meals.
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CHASTITY
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Chastity is a strong fortress.
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Chastity is the key to salvation.
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The most comely dress is the robe of chastity-
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God will bless one who controls himself from
disobedience to Him.
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Chastity is that you do not do in privacy what you
are ashamed to do publicly.
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Avoiding vices is better than acquiring virtues.
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Clean yourself from ignobility,even if it leads you
to whatever you are fond of -
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COUNSEL
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The world is your most eloquent counsellor, if you are
susceptible to counsel.
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An advice given in public is a blame.
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CORRUPTION
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There will come a time when no one will be favoured
except the deceitfuly when no one will be praised
except the libertine and when no one will be weakend
except the equitable.
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EXPERIENCE
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Experience is a knowledge acquired.
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COWARDICE
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There is no happy life for a coward.
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Bravery is an evident honour; cowardice an
actual dishonour.
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Be ashamed to flee when fighting in a battle;

for it brings forth disgrace to your descendants and the
fire of hell to yourself on the day of judgement.
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MISERLINESS
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When you visit a miser pretend fasting.
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The miserly is always despised; and the jealous always
depressed.
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The world is like a snake whose touch is soft but its

poison is fatal,
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The world is like the shadow of a cloud and the
dream in a dream land; its joy is mixed with grief
and its honey with poison.
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Verily the world is an enemy without being provoked, an
oppressor without being oppressed and a combatant
without being attacked.
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The world is like a poison that one takes it
unknowingly.
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A worldly man becomes the target of difficulties
and vicissitudes-
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One who knows the world lives in solitude.
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People of the world are like riders who are carried
away in torpidity .
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No one in the world can enjoy happiness, withont
shedding tears .
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GENEROSITY

A generous man’s promise is like hard cash.
g P

ol AT jaily> Sue s

b ocwlyey 1oL (328 Gle pul 5 S e
JL".: u\:' ‘:..; (? Jfl .;;-‘ Yy 'J; JJ.;‘)’_--\A-\:A (r O-LF) O'

£\



‘o0 PR e -0 \ .

B o (b 5 Wl (S o A gl

The most virtuous man is one who is calm when angry and
humble when powerful .
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When you wrong someone apologise; when a wrong is done

to you forgive .
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There are two things which are not appreciated until they

are lost; youth and health .
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Take advantage of youth hefore cldage » and of health

before sickness .

o U gaoad solend) Jds gly> 6l 2o

JJ-‘\{ .:,.Lu‘u :)‘d./‘)b )‘J{A JJJ;J\J- ;'.n.:j LSJ:-.: ‘{L}:ﬂo“j
e ada) o geaz laCa Solew a5 a0y b § 2o

LY



skl

FLATTERY

-

\ > ° \

-

s s . 3
oy Sady Ol 3ds g <Co el

-

°
-

-t ¢§>A; O

C s )

He who praises you for a virtue that you do not possess,
may also blame you for a defect you lack .
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Be on your guard against exaggerated praise; since its stink
contaminates your heart .
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Praising one for the thing he does not possess is rediculous .
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GRATITUDE
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When a person respects your rights, you aught to reciprocate;

regardless fo the fact whether he is young or old, exalted

Oor mean -
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Be grateful to one who is kind to you; and show kindness
to one who is grateful to you .
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SILENCE
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Silence adorns you with the robe of gravity and saves you
from excuses.
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Reticence on the part of an ignorant man hides his
ignorance .
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To many a question the answer is silence .
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When speaking is inopportune, silence is better than
eloquence .
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WISDOM
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God hath given to man nothing better than wisdom .
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A man’s superiority resides in two virtues:
intelligence and speech; by the means of former he acquires
benefits and by the latter he imparts them .
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Knowledge is a treasure that is never exhausteds wisdom
is a new dress that never gets worn out .
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When mind attains perfection; passions decrease .
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It is a lesson of wisdom to you; obey your superiors: respect
your equals and be fair to your inferiors .
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How often an honourable man is debased by his ignorance;
and a baseman is honoured by his intelligence!
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The doubt of a wiseman is better than the faith of a fool .
ez O3 i 5 azes > oS sl

o | Ol‘- « o:, J‘EAJJ- O g7ed e (JL.J‘ - 1(0:':- OTJJ’.-U:.:
O] 1 L N O N R T e L LR L SolSy o ol

o\



6:.}:'1.6-

GODLINESS

s ¢ © ° +*J20) © -

. V'L‘ ‘.:J..'af Q[ ’C““"‘ r.\s Q!_ Syl ’;»H},zfl‘

Fear God who hearth when you speak; and knowth when
you think .
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He who knows himself welly knows his Lord .
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If you love God: clear from your heart the love of the
world .

...\:So;ﬁ:,ﬂsln Jdas b Qlf?aﬂ s RV LR biqi;\

1K, Syt e b S al Glaw 835 o= Ly 13 S

Gl (S L elgm Gl Olgmr Loy o Slailyas Jo L

e del

)” Ed e L d > - " : - i ' -
A gl ) e 005G B S 08 e

God helps us to the extent of our needs -
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Avoid angers for it begins with madness and ends with

remorse -
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Anger is like a flaming fire; he who controls his anger
extinguishes the fire; and he who does not, first gets

himgelf burnt .
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GOOD - HUMOR

rd & L] -

L PN | L]
Lo >

>

PO A T
.u))’ C\...I" A CJSO‘ ca9)) élh adl> s\.«&n

Whoever is ill tempered will be badly off, whoever is
good humoured will be well off .

anksias ¢ pasl, Syl g5 836335 di;.‘..x.:.l, Sy S a
G Doy e 85K Gl Ll e U 8 51 Slas Gl
B smslSss ol 95 WGTy W8 2555 ksl oS ST

3422
OPTIMISM
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Optimism brings comfort to the heart and health to
the body .
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One who has good opinion about the people wins their
friendship .
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FORTUNE
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Your defect remains undiscovered as long as fortune is

favourable to you .
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When a man becomes prosperous, virtues of others will
be attributed to him» but when in hard circumstances: his
own virtue will be denied -
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SELFISHNESS
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He who glorifies his selfhood will degrade it.
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The selfish can not see the vice of his own and the virtue
of others; to recognize other’s virtue is to acknowledge

one’s own vice .
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TREASON
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One who betrays the king loses his own security .
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Deceiving one who has confidence in you is infidelity .
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JUSTICE

”" v, P ° .
Justice is the mainstay of a nation .
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One who acts justly while in power will need no help
later on -
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God is merciful to him who restores righteousness: ends
evil deeds upholds justice and abolishes oppression .
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The best king is the one who does away with cruelty and

administers justice .
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Help the oppressed against the oppressor .
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WEALTH

P ) -

_ o - . - ° o ° s \ Lo
BBYsam 5 Ko AoBLall Ko el 1dazal

Seek help from Cod against the intoxication of wealth;
for it is an intoxication from which you hardly recover .
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Opulence vitiates the hearts and produces sins .
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Ouae whose wealth is not profitable to others, must not
be reckoned as rich .
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To be proud of something which will not remain for you>

nor you will remain for it: is a sign of ignorance .
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KNOWLEDGE
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There is no treasure like knowledge .
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Everything becomes dear when it is scarce; except knowledge
which becomes valuable when it is in abundance .
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Knowledge and wisdom are like a tree which grows in the
heart and bears its fruits through the tongue .

SVEWETWI 3als SVEPWINIY) aS ol =g asle 2ius 2l

NVSENTINE S VGV SPANT 1 PIS 1 apl Ly U e LS ey 5o
and 0400 ol )iy cmlaiay Jas8 el s & oo fia il
L34t

\ e A\ e
PR P
C ot Y oLl
Knowledge is boundless .
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Seek knowledge so that it may provide you with a decent
means of living -
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Wealth decreases by expenditure; knowledge increases

by dissemination .
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There are two things to which there are no limits,

knowledge and understanding .
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The most useful knowledge is that which one puts

into practice .
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An intelligent man is rich because of his knowledge-
an ignorant because of his properties .
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He who hides what he knows is the same as a dunce .
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The learned is he who knows that what he knows is

insignificant to what he does not know .
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The most learned man is he whose certainty is not wiped
eut by doubt .
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JUDGMENT
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Judge yourself before you are judged :
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You must not regard a good man and a bad man equally,

for the former gives up good behaviour and the latter
follows evil doing .

o) 9o Cﬁ-‘ o l_)‘_) d&:-\f O\mi! QJES o )tg)(:i J )\S\)u ‘)\:.A
3% )3,.‘ ob) NS s )\5.).3; axSo)lfufjici Bl )lf)i.z

S o by s anT ol

)K,_(:i) J*f-k.f J_ftu\? L)
Sl 335 225 5K a8 ol

r)l-i J:J_fJ:L ) o o

Yo



. \e & s
JilWlge | b

LN TN L I D
Jué’[:u l.':& iLi.:.: Yie b a) O}KC (.J‘

> >
i e o
\ ”\-‘ \or”\‘, s 222 o .
b ols 5 L g lde s L) ST aits ol
A wise man must think over his deeds every day at his
liesure to find out what he has gained or lost during the

day and night -
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FALSEHOOD
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Falsehood is treachery .
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The truthful is respectable; the liar contemptible .
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Do not say what you fear that it may be regarded

as a falsehood .
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Avoid hypocricy: for a hypocrite is disrespectful before God.
If you associate with a liar, he will bring near what ought to

be away, and takes away from you what ought to be near -
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Do not postpone helping a needy man; for you do not know
what will happen to him and you tomorrow .
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Do n»>t despise a feeble foe -
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One enemy is t00 many .
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There are three classes of enemies : your enemys your

friend’s enemy, your enemy’s friend .
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COMPASSION
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A true believer will not eat fully as long as his brother is
hungry .
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The prudent person is awake; the negligent dormant .
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He who foresees the consequence of his action s will be .
immune from hazards .
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The prudent does not leave his work for tomorrow .
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Prudence increases possession, even if it is little;

imprudence dissipates it> even if it is much .
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Do not close a door that you are unable to open .
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Do not fight against one whom you are unable to defeat -
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Beware of the king at the time of civil convulsion .

If the voyager is not always safe even on a calm sea> how
will he escape death when sea is agitated with unfavourable

winds and raging waves ?
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The hypocrite has a sweet tongue but a bitter heart .

Cals CL o9 - e u‘"" K STIYLY ..S

A:.:{TJ‘)' ‘J\..'.i PLAR PV Y oi:j ”:)'T It o™ [XPB L] O'JL:

ALl g e O 4o Jfl Lisels wiolzs ki o S ase.

YA



2> e * 4

Hypocrites adorn themselves by falsehood .
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A hypocrite will not bestow his affection upon me,
even if I give him the entire world .
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FRIEND AND ENEMY
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Beware of being deceived by your friend or overcome

by your enemy
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Best virtue is friendship; worst vice is enmity .
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e in such term with your friend as if he may turn against
you one days and treat your enemy as if he may become
a friend one day .
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Friendship is a kinship acquired .
RSV ! ey Agc,‘—-‘ :59\3,"..‘.1)5 tC)J)A} U:a,‘.}

S)Lu ol-:,f.:,....: OSSR LY s ol Py oliels; 4fdal,;

S gz i sher s 6V by 5 spes Doges Fm35S

J AY

.



» ° é ]
., > - o - L e .

. e . >
e 3l P I I W L e
Everything is good when it is new s except friends who are
good when they are old.
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Do not try te win too many of earthly friends; for if you
can not keep them satisfied they will turn against you .
Friends are like fire which is useful when it is little and

incendiary when too much .
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De not trample upon the rights of your friend under the
pretext of intimacy existing between you and him; for as
long as you disregard his rights he is not your friend .
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There are three types of friends; your friend; your friend’s

friends your enemy’s enemy .
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Your best brother is one who forces you to obey the
praiseworthy God .
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Your worst friend is one who satisfies you with absurdities .
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One who is fond of you does not let you do evil .
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He who helps you in needs is your brother indeed .
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A failure is he who fails to win friends; and a greater failure

is one who loses his friends if he has any .
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The worst friend is one who is attached to you in

prosperity; but: beserts you in adversity .
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When a friend turns deceitful. it becomes easy to break

away from him .
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Do not consider your friend’s enemy as your friend .
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TRUTHFULNESS
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Be truthful in your words and sincere in your deeds .
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One who is truthful in his words increases his dignity .
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Hardship brings riches; truthfulness beautifies speeches.
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Truth is the straightest path; and knowledge the best guide .
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Entrust your friend with anything but your secrets
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He who is unable to keep his own secrets, will

never be able to keep the secrets of others .
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One who confides his secret to another; acquiesces in
his own disrepute .
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CONSULTATION
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Consult wise men to avoid blame and repentance .
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Whoever consults the experienced is guarded against errors;

whoever does not: is liable to make blunders .
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Do not let a coward participate in making a decision for you;
since he weakens your position and magnifies what is not

really big .
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Consult your wise enemy> but beware of the advice of your
foolish friend
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Consult your enemies in order to measure the extent of their

animosity and to learn about their point of view .
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JEALOUSY

L] °
» - >
Jealousy brings anxiety .
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Jealousy is an incurable disease; there is no relief from it

so long as the jealous, or the object of jealousy, is alive .
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Jealousy enslaves the soul .
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Jealousy corrodes the body .
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The worst companion is one who is jealous .
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Intense rancour comes from intense jealousy .
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To be jealous of a prosperous friend is a sign of
narrow- mindedness .
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A slip of footing causes bleeding; but a slip of tongue
causes loss of life .
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The tongue is a savage beast, it will bite you if you let it free.
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How often a man is slain by his tongue .
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LIFE
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Life is one day to your wish and one day against it; when it is

to your wish, do not be proud; and when against it, be patient
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How can you be happy in this life that grows shorter with

the passage of every hour ?
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He who lives a long lifer will be bereaved of his friends .
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The fruit of a long life is senility and decrepitude .
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Be charitable but not extravagant .
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Give up prodigality; for; a prodigal man is not praised

while he gives' nor pitied while in need .
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SAGACITY
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Sagacity suffices a man to recognize his defects .
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One who has intelligence never faces indigence .
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Vigilant is he who gains more from to-day than
he did from yesterday .
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There are three men on whom God will have no mercy: One

who is an oppressor: one who helps him and one who agrees
with him .,
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Oppression ruins the state
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He who rides the wild horse of cruelty, will soon be
overthrown
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One who oppresses will be oppressed.
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People wish the death of a king who is cruel to them.
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A savage and fierce beast is better than a wicked and tyran-

nical ruler
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SPEECH
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Speak that you may make yourselves known; for a man is

hidden beneath his tongue.
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Beware of speaking about something of whose nature yon
do not know much. for your word reveals your mind
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Do not mind who the speaker is. mind what he is saying.
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If a speech accords with the speaker’s intention audience

accept it; otherwise: it falls flat
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Avoid praising a man for a virtue that he lacks; because
his acts show his true self and reveals your lie
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Speech is like medicine; itis beneficial if taken a little,

fatal if too much.
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Do not speak when you find it untimely .
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Learned man’s word is a cure if it is true; and a curse if it
is false.
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Many a speech that penetrates deeper than arrows.
Many a word that is as sharp as a sword.
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He who says what is not pertinent; hears what iz not

pleasant.
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THANKFULNESS
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Be thankful when God grants you a fortune: and be patient
when He inflicts a calamity on you
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Be kind to a man whom you are superior; for; being kind to
the inferiors is a sort of gratitude for having superiority .
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TALE-BEARING
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when a scandalous tale is borne to yow be it true or false:
reject it. ‘
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Avoid slanderous tale—bearing; for it fosters hatred and
separates you from God and Man.
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When something is predestined there is no use trying to
escape from it .
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USEFULNESS
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The best of all men is one who is most useful to the people
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He whose life is not profitable, is to be considered as dead.
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You gain often from sources which you least expect.
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HASTE
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Haste is bad in every instance, except in warding off evil .
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He who is hasty, slips.
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PATIENCE
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One who has patience lightens his burdens.
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One who waits, triumphs
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Endure pain as long as it is with you.
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LISTENING
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If you are not a learned speaker, be a learning listener.
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The best talk is that which does not irritate our ears nor
tires our mind.
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ECONOMY
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Economy pravides half of one’s subsistence.
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The worst man is he who sees the defects of others and
does not see those of his own -
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The worst of all faults is that you attribute to others a fault

which is also in yourself.
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The wicked love to project the defects of others: in order
to defend those of their own
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BACKBITING
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Whoever listens to a backbiter, is a backbiter himself.
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OPPORTUNITY
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opportunity passes away like clouds;) so; seize it.
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When you seize an opportunity, take advantage of it; for,
you will never find it ‘again if you let it slip.
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LEADERSHIP
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He who fails in diplomacy> will fall short of leadership.
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HUMILITY
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Humility dignifies you, Pride abases you.
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MEANNESS
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A mean person does not accept advice; except for fear or in

the hope of something
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Prosperity of the mean is adversity for the generous.
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The happiest life is that of a man who is content with what

God has given him.
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One who is content with what God has given him; does not

grieve over what he has lost.
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One who is content with little, needs not much.
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One who faces the events will be clear sighted; one who
does not, will be lost in amazement.
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There is much difference between an affair that its pleasure

soon goes but its pain remains and one that its reward remaing
but its pain soon goes.
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One of the blessings is wealth and better than wealth is
health and better than health is purity of heart.
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The best words are those that are affirmed by the deeds.
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The bane of knowledge is abstinence from action> the bane
of good deeds is doing them without sincerity.
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Those who deserve most mercy are : a wiseman subordinated

to a fool, a generous man dominated by a miser» a virtuous
man subjugated to a libertine.
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The past is dead and the future is unknown ; so, make use
of the present by your good deeds.
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Do not fill your heart with past sorrows ; for this prevents

you from making preparation for the future.
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CHEERFULNESS
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It is nice to be cheerful when giving charity.
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MISLED
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How can he who is misled himself lead others ?
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He who runs 10 a mirage in search of water, adds his weari-

ness and thirst.
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Do not walk on a road which may lead you astray.

2 m &‘;Mlunlﬁfq,s IJ.“ Afunb);

JA\,;;,_-'»;.._L&j;):.; oJ._( JAL{T.L{,&._J};).:KIJJT
JAlJ.{Jlaa')'i 15 sl s QT)J‘\YJA‘Jf &)JUJJ{Jg

WY



ol
SIN

.- -\ ¢
Ld

N o
AR CRWERCH 1T
When you have done a sin > repent.
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‘Worst of all people is one whose evil acts when observed »

remains disconcerned.
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Repentance absolves you from your sins.
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SECLUSION
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One who lives in seclusion remains secure.
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OBSTINACY
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Obstinacy is the beginning of evil doing.
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He who knows men does not trust them.
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God keeps free from want the man who is not dependent
on others.
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DEATH
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There is a death for every creature; and: an end for every-
thing.
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I am amazed to see men who forget death while witnessing

others die.
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God has an angel who every day cries : ¢ O people of the
i I TIRIR TR SRR s
an dagmee e —

X 0sloY sl LisJelyl :..\'.(:. lai 55 2 &S cul uil" L wslas
a1 5 S 5 L S S sl

i i ottt 5+ 21T i 2 35

\TY



- o~ -\ - 0- 8- G- o -

wl gl a3 5 e
One who is expecting death expedites doing good deeds.
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A man by each breath takes a step towards death.
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If death could be bought, wealthyman would buy it.
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MODERATION
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The best action is the one which is based on moderation.
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IMMORALITY
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An immoral savant is a menace to people ; a cruel king is
a menace to justice

sl 5 Jae Hados as 2879 3 Cyand 8§ ol S el ol
25030575 Jb oS o) oy

;L;;;a.al)_,.?‘_}sl{w.‘:;\.-vdb YD i Vi g VY| 451,:\.: 15 OT

Shogpetiscp) sl o pets b Wb HCals 55 e e

peRng el

F

INEXPERIENCE

One whose experience is little can be easily deceived.
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Three things are fatal: to make bold with a king , to trust

a traitor: to drink poison for examination.
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IGNORANCE

L L I N B I B

sae SGH gl

Ignorance is your worst enemy.
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The ignorant it a rock from which water does not flow: or a

tree whose branches are néver verdant ' or a soil in which

Plants never grow.
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The ignorant does not see his own weakness nor accepts any
advice .
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Avoid whatever an ignorant men is fond of.
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Often a friend harms you invaluntarily rather than valun-

‘tarily.
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An ignorant man is often saved by his ignorance.
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Man is opposed to what he does not know.
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Knowledge saves you ; Ignorance destroys you.
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The wise sees with the eyes of his heart »
The foolish with the eyes on his face.
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The wise seeks perfection > the fool wealth .
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The learned is alive even after his death . The ignorant is

dead even when he is alive.
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MILDNESS
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Mildness softens people .
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GOOD AND EVIL
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One who does not know the difference between good and
evil is a beast.
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The worst of all people is one who repays a good deed with
mizdeed 3 and > the best of them is one who does good in

return for misdeed .
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He Who cultivates goodness will benefit by its sweetest
fruit .
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The bhenevolent man is alive even if he is shifted to the
houses of the dead.
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Reward the henefactor by panishing the malfactor.
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By kindness a freeman is enslaved.
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Hide the good you do ; reveal the good done to you .
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Generosity enslaves man, but to give in order to be app-—

reciated taints generosity .
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INDEBTEDNESS
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Heavy indebtedness converts a truthfulman 10 a liar .
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PROMISE
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A promise is a debt ; it is repaid when fulfiled .
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Make no promise that you can not fulfil.
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CONGENIALITY
s > s - 3 - 3N °o-0-

LB ia g B b ks o8 ALY

Congenial friends are like one soul in separate bodies.

0S| Sl 00 aius Ol El & jen Oliss

Kk A3 3 Ales o Sl ey Lo 3loss S plie slo
W ol e oos dies ol & o OO 58 05 5w Do Sl
i3s3

REVELRY
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He whose revelry is increased » his understanding is

decreased .
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Greed for pleasures misleads and destroys you .
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He whose passions overcome his reason> faces with disgrace.
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We desert wisdom which is our friend but follow lust which
is our eneémy .
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Do not be fascinated by women and pleasure; for a lascivious

man encounters trouble, and a reveller humiliation.
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The most victorious man is he who, by force of wisdom »

subdues his passions .
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DIFFERENT SUBJECTS
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To be upright is to be safe 5 to do wrong is to be blamed ;

to be impatient is to be repentent .
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Patience combats mishaps; liberality adorns man . Faithful—
ness charactrazes the generous ; deceitfulness the mean .
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Good man is helped ; bad man is disparaged . Wisdom is a
remedy-; foolishness is a bane.
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Wisdom is an adornment; foolishness is a blemish. Prudence

is an asset , negligence a liability .
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Truthfulness saves you; falsehood disgraces you . Benefactor

gains ;> malfactor loses .
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One who visits ignoble places will be suspected.
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Often a next of kin is more alien to you than a stranger.
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He who hides his disease from the doctors » is treacherous
to his body -
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Often detachment is preferable to attachment .
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Do not rejoice at another’s downfall ; for you do not know

what will happen to yourself.
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MAXIMS OF ALI

Translated into Persian and English.

and

Persian quatrains

A. Halat.





