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that are beyond his spiritual state and station. In
addition, he must realize that the only talk that
is profitable for him to hear is that which is in
accordance with his own understanding.

23) The disciple must tell the master his sec-
rets, as well as all the miracles, graces and spiri-
tual powers that God may grant him. This is es-
sential, because concealing a secret from the master
is like tying a knot in the inner being of the dis-
ciple. This knot closes the way by which spiritual
expansion and help is received from the master.
However, when the secret has been divulged to
the master, the knot becomes untied.

24) When he is talking to someone else about
the master, the disciple must speak in accordance
with the capacity of his listener’s understanding.
That is to say, the disciple should not speak of
any matter which his listener will not be able to
follow. When a listener does not understand what

has been said about the master, he cannot profit

from what he has heard. In such a case, it is
likely that the listener’s idea of the master will be

weakened or even completely undermined.
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where he will obtain what is best for him accor-
ding to his capacity to receive.

21) The disciple must not be too familiar
either in words or actions in the presence of the
master, as this can veil the Divine Majesty and
so cut off the outpouring of Grace. By being dis-
creet and respectful in the master’s presence, the
disciple remains receptive to the Divine.

Once a group of disciples who wished to see
the Prophet, gathered at the door of his house
and cried, “O Mohammad, come out to us.” At
this point the following Qoranic verses were
revealed.

“Those who call you from outside your house
know not what they do. It would be better that
they wait patiently until you come out. God is
most forgiving and compassionate.”

(15:4-5)

Respect is also shown by not praying in front
of the master. And when the disciples pray togeth—
er, or when they are gathered for the Zekr, they
must control themselves as much as possible from
voluntary bodily movement and crying out. They
must also never laugh loudly while in his presence.

22) When the disciple asks the master a
question it must not be one which is beyond the
disciple’s capacity to understand. He must realize
his limits, and not ask questions about matters
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18) The disciple must follow the directions of
the master. Although the master is tolerant, pa-
tient, and forgiving, the disciple must not take his
instructions lightly, for disobedience to the master
will adversely affect the disciple’s progress.

19) The disciple must consult the master with
regard to any witnessings he may have, whether
they be visions or dreams. He must not attempt
to evaluate such occurrences on his own, since
their source may have been his ‘self’. By himself,
the disciple may misjudge their validity, and mis-
interpret them. This could be detrimental to him.

For these reasons, he should tell any witnes-
sing to the master, who with true insight, will be
aware of the validity of the witnessing and give
its correct interpretation to the disciple.

20) The disciple must diligently listen and be
wholeheartedly receptive to the words of the mas-
ter. He must at all times await with eagerness
whatever the master may say, for it is through
the master that he receives the words of the Real.

Because he knows with certainty that the mas-
ter speaks by the inspiration of God and not by
the promptings of the ‘self’s’ desires, the disciple
constantly strives to understand the relationship

between his own state and the words of the mas-
ter. Gradually, he comes to feel that he has reach-

ed the threshold of the Reality of the Truth,
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nearby, realizing that grace is received by atten-
ding to and serving the master.

By the master’s accepting and rejecting of the
disciple, by testing him in a multitude of ways,
the disciple is both shown to himself, and known
by the master. In such circumstances, many a heart
has cried out, “I will either die on his threshold
or reach the goal.”

Abu-Osman Hayyeri went to Nishapur to see
Abu.Hafs Haddad, and became spiritually enraptured.
He wished to stay, but Abu-Hafs drove him away
and told him not to come back. Abu Osmin dug
a trench at the entrance to the master’s house
and remained there in the hope that Abu-Hafs
might give him permission to re-enter. When Abu-
Hafs saw the sincerity and devotion of Abu-Osmin,
he accepted him as his disciple, and treated him
with great loving-kindness. Later, Abu-Osmin be-
came the closest companion of Abu-Hafs, married
his daughter, and eventually succeeded him as the
master.

17) The disciple must never undertake any
matter of consequence without first having obtained
permission from the master. He must realize that
even though his own opinion may be correct, as
long as he is under the guidance of the master,

he must not rely upon his own ideas for directing
himself.
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13) The disciple must not feel that the mas-
ter is indebted to him because of his devotion. He
must understand, rather, that he owes the master
everything, as he receives from him spiritual
expansion and nourishment, and Divine Grace. As
it is said in the Qoranic verse,

“O Prophet, they feel that you are indebted
to them, as they have surrendered (accepted Islam).
Say to them, ‘Do not feel that Islam is indebted
to you; on the contrary, if you are sincere you
will know that you are indebted to God, because
he has guided you to faith.” ”

(49:17)

14) The disciple must not expect that the master
will take him by the hand and raise him to the
vast expanse of the Transcendental Reality of the
Truth. He must be content with whatever state
he is in at any given moment, understanding that
he will arrive at whatever state he is capable of
realizing.

15) The disciple must have a job, freeing
himself from dependence on the master for his
financial support. In this way, he is also not a
parasite on other people.

16) If the master expels the disciple, he should
not go far away; he should persist in remaining
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He must relate this saying to his service and
devotion to the master and to the awaited arrival
at the threshold of the Truth. To the fullest extent
of his capabilities, the disciple must try to serve
the master and surrender himself to his spiritual
dominion. This involves sparing neither his posses-
sions nor his soul. In such a manner, the disciple’s
fire of devotion will blaze more fiercely.

If anyone wishes to enter your domain,
O bewitching source of my torment,
the first step is made

by sacrificing his head.

11) The disciple must not display his know-
ledge before the master, nor the results of his ex-
perience in meditation, as this is but an affirmation
of self_worship and a denial of the Love of God.

12) The disciple must not speak of worldly
affairs and those involved in them in the presence
of the master, and thus waste his time with useless
chatter. If the disciple wishes to speak, he must
be discreet and sense the right moment to do so.
Before speaking, he must seek from God the grace
of proper behaviour; having done this, he may
begin to speak.
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Go away! Do not seek
to influence such a king.

Since you do not have true discrimination,
test yourself

and think not of others.
«Rumiy

8) In the presence of the master, the disciple
must abandon all pride, self-esteem and attempts
to attract attention, and turn towards humility,
spiritual poverty and need.

In the presence of Joseph, the beloved,
do not flirt and display your beauty.
Do nothing but cry

and weep in supplication

like Jacob, the lover.

«Rumi»

9) The disciple must place the master’s peace
and tranquility before his own.

10) The disciple must keep in mind the fol-
lowing Qoranic verse :

«] will show my path to those who struggle
towards me.”

(29:69)
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then you will be freed
from the bonds of opposites
and the depths of hell.
The master’s anger and kindness
are the thunderstorms and sunshine
of life’s new spring.
From them grows forth the rose
of the disciple’s sincerity and purity.

«Rumi»

One of Junayd’s disciples asked him a question,
and then criticized the master’s answer. At that
point Junayd said, “If you do not have faith in
me, go away.”

7) The disciple must not try to test the mas-
ter, as it is sheer ignorance to imagine that one
who is imperfect can influence a perfect man.

If a disciple tests a master

who is his leader and guide,
lie 1s an ass.
If you test the master,
it is really you that is being tested,
O you of little faith!
Testing the master

implies a desire to affect him.
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cannot understand the master’s words or actions,
the disciple must attribute this to his own igno-
rance, and not to any imperfections in the master,
otherwise his devotion to the master may decrease,
and he may be told :

“If you are following me, ask no questions

until I divulge the truth of the matter.”
( Qoran 18 : 70)

When you find a master, become surrendered,
and just like Moses,
place yourself in the hands of Khezr.
Wait patiently
for the results of his guidance
O you who are sincere.
Then Khezr will not say,
“Go away! Leave me!”
Anyone who obeys the orders of the master
is liberated from darkness,
and becomes illumined.
Like Ishmael before Abraham,
be obedient,
and with joy and laughter
give up your soul before his blade.
Listen happily, whether he speaks to you

warmly or coldly,
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Do not consider yourself

to be the signet in that ring.
It is a mistake for those

who can forsee the future

to proclaim such news.
That only shows

one’s ignorance and imperfection.

«Rumi»

5) Under no circumstances may the disciple
seek precedence for himself over the master, and
he must keep in mind the following :

There was a time when a crowd of people
was in the presence of the Prophet. Whenever
someone asked him a question, a number of people
would express their opinion before the Prophet
answered. The following Qoranic verse was then
revealed and corrected their self-seeking behaviour.

“O you who have kept the faith, do not pre-
cede God and the Prophet.” (15:1)

6) Both in his inner being and outwardly, the
disciple must neither criticize the master’s words
nor actions. If the master’s meaning is not imme-
diately clear to him, he must wait patiently. If he
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3) The disciple must keep the master’s secrets.
That is to say, when he becomes aware of a miracle,
some extraordinary power, or some occurence
that the master has kept hidden, he must not
divulge it.

Those who know the Truth,
when they have drunk
from the goblet

of the ftrue mysteries,
do not disclose it.
He who can learn the unseen secrets

can keep silent.

4) The disciple must be silent in the presence
of the master and not draw attention to himself.
If he wishes to speak, he does so in accordance
with the following Qoranic verse: “O you who
believe, do not speak louder than the Prophet.”
(15:2)

Take refuge in silence.
Since you are seeking for a sign,
do not reveal yourself.
When you arrive
at the edge of the Ocean,

sit n silence.
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is a divine physician who merely from the disciple’s
appearance, can perceive the hidden diseases of his
heart and faith. As it is said in the sayings of the
Prophet, “They are those who spy upon hearts,
therefore be sincere while sitting with them.” In
other words, they have access to men’s hearts and

know their innermost secrets.

The master who sees by the light of God
is aware of the beginning and the end.
He is like a thought

that comes into the heart,
and therein, the secret

of one’s state is revealed to him.
He who travels throughout the Universe,

has no difficulty

in walking upon the earth.

2) The disciple must only take the master as
his guide, because if he imagines another man to
be more perfect, then his relationship of Divine
Love and spiritual intimacy with the master will
be weakened, and the master’s words and states

will cease to produce their proper effects.
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If he cannot undertake his responsibilities with
respect to his master, he will surely not be able
to do so for God. As the sufis have said, “One
who spoils his relationship with the lord who is

near him, will not be able to reach the Lord on
high.”

The master is a lion
and hunting is his work,
while the rest of creation
are but scavengers.
As long as you are able,
try your best to satisfy the master.

Then he will be strong and active

in his hunting.

«Rumi»

The disciple’s responsibilities are many and
varied. The following are some of them and the
ways in which they must be performed:

1) The disciple must be sincere in intention

and pure in faith. He must realize that the master
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18) The master must be one who has an au-
gust presence. This inspires respect in the disciple’s
heart, and brings about the proper manner of der-
vishes in his actions. The master’s majesty and
saintliness break down the disciple’s ‘self’, so that
peace enters his heart. The Satan of ‘self’-con-
sciousness loses all power in the presence of such
saintliness.

19) The master must be one who sees both
millionaires and beggars in the same light. In his
presence, social position, high birth and wealth
are of no importance. Thus the ground of devotion
is kept fertile for each disciple, regardless of his
standing in the material world.

The Disciple’s Duties to the Master

When a sick man recognizes his doctor, or
when a disciple has found his master and has begun
to lose his ‘self’ in the way of Love, he must
become familiar with the behavior and responsibil-
ities that relate to him. Thus he is able to satisfy
the master and comes into harmony with the will
of God, having overcome a major obstacle on the
path.
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14) The master must be one who does not
spare any effort in training his disciples. Whether
they accept or reject his teaching, whether they
realize the Truth or die without it, he is satisfied,
and not critical of what has been decreed from
pre-eternity.

15) The master must be one who in his daily
life with the disciple is always dignified and wor-
thy of respect; nothing in his manner provides
occasion for the disciple to become rude or flip-
pant. Flippancy on the part of the disciple weakens
his devotion to the master, and leads him away from
the path.

16) The master must be one who does not
advance his disciple too quickly on the path. In-
stead, he brings him along slowly so that the dis-
ciple does not fall away from the path because he
has been pushed too hard.

17) The master must be one who keeps his
word with the disciple, even when the disciple is
not constant in his service or devotion. He neither
neglects his duties towards the disciple nor with-
draws his grace with every mistake the disciple
makes.
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enables him to guide worthy travelers, and teach
them the remembrances of the Reality of the Truth.

13) The master must be one who is neither
gladdened by an increase of disciples, nor saddened
by their decrease. He knows that each disciple
who unites himself to the master is seen as having
been brought by the Reality of the Truth and has
come to serve the Reality. Similiarly, he knows
that each disciple who goes away is taken by this

same Reality.

He who has acquired learning
and false knowledge,
cries out when his listeners leave.
He seeks knowledge for procuring students,
not for being liberated from this world.
The master has passed from these
worthless buyers.
As a handful of dust can buy nothing.
His only customer is God. He draws

the master up
and buys the souls of the true believers.

«Rumi»
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9) The master must not be one who is quick-
tempered, because the disciple learns from him to

develop a pleasant disposition. As it is said, “The
disciple’s inner self is a mirror of the master’s
actions and manners.”

10) The master is one who places his disci-
ple’s welfare before his own, ensuring his disciple’s
peace and tranquility. He must always keep in
mind the following verse from the Qor’an :

“They prefer the welfare of the refugees to
their own, though they themselves are needy.” (59:9)

11) The master is one whose trust in God is
such that he does not become anxious over the

provision for his disciple’s subsistence.

When we arrayed ourselves with resolution
we needed a helmet of divine intention
and a coat of mail forrmed

of trust in God.
<Majzub-e Tabrizi-

12) The master must be one who receives
the rays of divine wealth and sainthood, so that

he can transmit them to the disciple. This also
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upsets the disciple. Instead, he may admonish him
in a suitable manner at the proper time. Otherwise,
% it is possible that the disciple will lose his devotion

for the master.

O Solomon, while you are among

both partridges and falcons,
maintain a divine forbearance, |

and live peacefully with all birds.
Do not tear the feathers

from the talkative nightingale,
and keep well apart

the unharmonious falcon and crow.

«Rumi»

8) If from human nature, the disciple acts in
an unsuitable manner, the master must be able to

overlook such misbehaviour.

See the good nature of the tavern master.
For to his loving eyes,
everything we rowdy drunkards do
is beautiful.
«Hafez»
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ned with the disciple’s wealth, as such behaviour
can quite easily ruin the beginner’s spiritual state
of devotion, and result in him becoming critical.

This is essential, because a disciple tends to get
lost in questioning and criticism at the beginning,

and there is no greater disaster for a disciple than
that of criticising the states and behaviour of the

master.

I am a slave of him who is free
from all possible attachments in the universe.

«Hifez

6) The master must be one who is compas-
sionate with the disciple. He must not give him

work beyond his capacity, preparing him for the
path gradually and with loving care.

We are not of those who fell trees;

they are of another kind.
Although we have a hundred axes,
we do not break even one fruitless branch.

«Vahshi Bafgi

7) If the master sees that the disciple has
made a mistake, he neither becomes angry nor
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1) The master must be one who knows the:
laws and doctrine of Islam sufficiently well so ‘that
if a disciple needs to be instructed in such know-
ledge, he can teach him, or else refer him to one
who is better versed in such matters. |

2) The master must be one who has an oc-
cupation, so he can encourage the disciple also to
have one.

3) To the extent that he is able to do so,
the master must be one who meets the financial
needs of the disciple, in order to enable him to
undertake the journey to the Reality of the Truth.

4) The master must not be one who is con-
cerned about people’s adverse criticism, so that he
can protect the disciple from envious and malev.
olent tongues.

We are not influenced by anyone.
As the hearts of those
who have left the world

are set free.

«Haéfez»

5) The master must not be too involved in

worldly affairs. And he must also not be concern-
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ing the disciple. But if the witnessing indicates
imperfection, the master informs the disciple of
this, so that the disciple can try to remove it. As
those who are of the unseen world know the
-language of the invisible world; they can truly
interpret these secrets of intimacy.

8) Only be the grace, attention and training
of the master will the self-seeing and self-serving

of the traveler pass away.

Only the master’s shadow of Love
kills the self.

Do not let go of your devotion
to him who kills the self.

«Rumis

The Master’s Responsibilities to the Disciple

‘When the possessor of divine riches acceeds
to the throne of guidance and dominion, and rises

in order to guide seekers, he of necessity fulfills
the responsibilities of a master, and observes the

ways and manners of a beloved one.
Briefly, the master’s responsibilities are the

following ;

(824
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A danger at this point, is that the traveler
may fall into pride, and imagine that God has
descended into him, and that God has united with
him. In such a case, a clear-sighted shaikh and
capable master is necessary to bring him out of
this illusion by spiritual means. If this does not
happen, his condition of being lost and off the
path can be disastrous.

Imagine that I am wiser than Plato

and that I know by heart the sacred books
of all nations.

I am unfaithful unless I have learned

the secrets of spiritual intimacy

from the master of the Path.

«Sohbat-e Ldri»

7) For those who are truly traveling on the
spiritual path, witnessings occur. Some of these
indicate spiritual progress, while others show im-
perfections.

The master must be informed of these witnes-
sings in order to interpret them properly to the
disciple. If the witnessing is truly an indication of
spiritual progress, it can be a reason for encourag-
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Choose a master, for without one
the road on this journey is
full of hazards, fear and danger.

If the shadow of the master is not near,

you will be terrified
by the shrieks of ghouls.

«Rumu

5) In order to become free from the disease
of ‘self’, the sufi needs a spiritual doctor. In this
way, by the grace of the master’s holy spirit, the
sufi’s sickness is treated, and his pains are cured.

Screaming, wailing, ‘I am sick.’

How long will you continue to consult
those who are il themselves?

Seek a doctor who is healthy,

as he can provide a cure

for all the illnesses of the world.

6) A spiritual state may come upon the traveler
which liberates him from the cloak of being human,

and the garments of water and earth. Here, a ray
of light from the Divine Attributes unites with

him, and the taste of “Iam the Truth’ may appear.
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are even more ignorant of the celestial than of
the terrestrial path, must seek a guide for yourself.”

2) As there are many obstacles and traps on
the Path, the road is extremely dangerous without

the Divine Grace of a master.

Do not travel through these stations
without the company of a perfect master.
There is darkness. Beware of the danger

of getting lost!
« Hafez »

3) The seeker will encounter many trials and
difficulties while traveling along the path. It is
only by the grace of an enlightened master that he
will be able to pass through them.

Deadly poison looks like honey and milk.

Wait! Do not journey without a master who knows.

«Rumis

4) There are many hazards, doubts and mis-
takes made on this journey, so it needs to be made
with the help of a master. One can only be liber-
ated from the deceptions of the self by the grace
of a perfect guide, who is truly a place of refuge.
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In addition to. what has been said above, there
are other reasons why it is necessary for a seeker
and traveler on the path to have a master.

1) It is not possible for a man to arrive at
the Ka’aba! of this world without a guide. It is
therefore clear, that in order to undertake the
pilgrimage to the true inner Ka’aba of the heart,
it js necessary to have a perfect guide, a master

who is united with the Beloved.

If you had been without a guide

on that path which you
have traveled many times,

you would have lost your way.
So beware, do not spurn a« guide!

Do not venture elone on the road

which you have not yet secen.

<Rumi-

Imam Jafar Sideq has said, “One who jour-

neys far from the city seeks a guide. You, who

1. The Ka'aba is the first building constructed for the worship of
God, having been built by Abraham at Mecca. Fach year thousands of
pilgrims walk around it, symbolizing the return of all believers to God.
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Moses, although he was a prophet, served
as a disciple. As Hafez wrote, “Moses found

the Beloved after he had sincerely served for a
few years.” Then, having gained the spiritual riches
of prophethood, he was graced as is described in
the following verse:

“I wrote on the tablets, counsel sufficient for
all matters, and an explanation of everything.”
(Qor’an 7 :145).

With humility, Moses asked his master Khezr,

“May I follow you so that you can teach me
whatever you have learned about arriving at the
Reality 7’ (Qor’an 18:66).
The answer he received was, “You will never be
able to be sufficiently patient with me.” (18:67).
The shaikhs of the Path have declared the fol-
lowing about the necessity of having a master:
“He who has no spiritual master has no religion.”

If you do not have a lock of
the Beloved’s tresses in your hand,
you are less than a Zorcastrian slave,

as you do not even have his belt of faith.

«Sohbat-e Lariv



In the ocean of the soul, it is impossible to swim.
Here the only salvation is Noah’s Ark.
And so, the king of the Prophets declared:
“I am the Ark in this infinite Ocean,
as are those who truly are my successors,
who truly have my divine vision.
Together we are Noah’s Ark in the Ocean.

So do not turn away from this ship!”

«Rumi-»

If one comes to a master, and one’s self-wor-
shipping self begins to criticize and make excuses,
such as, “Is this master perfect or not?”’, the fol-
lowing advice applies:

“Even if a lowly slave speaks, listen carefully
and obey.” Moreover, one must bear in mind that

it is better to be possessed by a lowly slave, than
by one’s own self.

Do not say that the Beloved has left
and the City of Love is empty.
The world is full of perfect masters,

but where are the sincere disciples?

«Kamdl Khojandi»

22



The Necessity of Having a Master

In Love’s domain, do not tahe
one step without a guide.

For on this road, he who has no guide

loses the way.
. «Hifezs

Create an elixir from o handful of dust

and kiss the doorstep of a perfect man.

«Rumi

After the seed of the blessing of devotion has
fallen into the fertile soil of the heart by the Grace
of God, one must not let it wither. Instead, one
must place it in the care of a perfect master, he
whose dominion is the entire universe.

In this way, it is protected from the many
ways in which it can be destroyed. This enables
the seed to mature and bear fruit in accordance
with its innate ability. It is in reference to this
that the following Qor’anic verse was revealed :
“Q Prophet, guide those who seek the straight
path.” (Qor’an 42:52).

The reason why you are so dead and withered

is that you have abandoned the master.
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he whose heart has died to everything except God.
He longs only for God, and for nearness to God.
In the rapture and intensity of divine love and

passion, the desires of his ‘self’ vanish from his

heart,

In an orgy where a thousand souls are sacrificed,

there is no place for itinerant drummers.

Shaikh Abu-"Abdollah Khafif has said, “De-
votion draws the heart to the Beloved. Its essence

is continual effort and abandonment of ease.”

You must leave yourself.

You must pass from body and soul.
With each step a thousand bonds appear.
Thus, a swift, bond-breaking traveler

is required.

Abu-’Ali Rudbari has said, “The disciple wishes

for himself only that which God desires. The master
wants nothing from both worlds except God. Thus,

the disciple surrenders himself and is content with
whatever the Beloved wishes.”
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The disciple is a lover whose heart is langu-
ishing and weary. He is one who has passed
beyond both worlds, and has become united with the
Real. He seeks God alone, and in his words there
is only talk of God. He approaches the Beloved,

and is ensnared by Love. He continually purifies
the mirror of his heart from the tarnish of ‘self’,

and through the Grace of God, it shines brilliantly.

The disciple is a sincere seeker who is freed
from all attachments. He longs for God as he pas-
ses from his ‘self’; and he takes to the Path, not
speaking of himself. He tells no tales about his ‘I,

and he can never complain about the Beloved.

This kingdom of longing

s not gwen to just anyone,
nor is this ocean of sadness

entrusted to all hearts and souls.
Those who wish to be healed

are deprived of this gift of torment;
as it is not entrusted ‘

to those who seek a cure.

Abu-Osman Hairi has said, “The disciple is
19



The Disciple

Take a step towards Love,
for on this journey,

there is much to be gained.

Devotion comes from a ray of light emanating
from the attribute of God termed, “being devoted”.
Unless God illuminates this attribute in the slave,
unless the reflection of the light of devotion ap-
pears in his heart, he will not become a devotee.
In the Qor’an (28:56), God says, “O Prophet, you
do not guide those whom you love; it is God who
guides those whom He wills, and He knows best

those who receive guidance.”

Indeed, if it is not God’s will,

how can one enjoy the fruits of God?
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Thus

Not every illumined face
knows how to be a beloved one.
nor do all those who make mirrors
know how to look into them as Alexander did
and therein see the universe reflected.!
Not everyone who puts on a crown
and sits upon a throne
knows how to le a real king.
Here are thousands of fine points

that are narrower than a single slender hair.

Not all who shave their heads
and enter on the path
are free from this world’s bonds,
as are the qalandars.?

«Héifez

1- Alexander the Great was said to possess a mirrer which showed
him the whole universe,

2- Qalandars are sufis who have given up all their -attachments
and shave their heads as a symbol of spiritual rebirth.
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The third quality of mastery contains the
Grace of nearness to God, and is expressed by the
phrase, *...Mercy from nearness to Me...”. The
results of this Mercy comprise the illumination of
the Divine Attributes, the effacement of all human
qualities, and acquisition of divine ways of being.

The fourth quality of mastery results from

the honor of receiving Divine Wisdom from the

realm of the Absolute Reality, as expressed in the
phrase, “..and I have taught him ...”. Unless the
tablet of the heart becomes cleansed of the forms
and images of relative knowledge, it will not be
able to accept the inscription of the Truth; in other
words the disciple will not be ready to receive

Divine Knowledge.

The fifth quality of mastery consists of an
awareness of Divine Knowledge that is received
directly from God, without any intermediary, and
is expressed in the phrase, “...Divine Knowledge
directly from Me...”. Therefore, if a man really is
a master, his being must include the five qualities

described above.
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arises from the reference, «...a slave of My slaves...””
Such a chosen slave of God is one who is freed

from the delusion that there could be anything
other than God.

The beggar at Your door
does not need the eight gardens of Paradise.
The prisoner of Your Love

is freed from this world and the next.

<Hafez»

The second quality of mastery arises from
the ability to perceive the realities of being, directly
from the Reality. This is expressed by the phrase,
«...I have given him Divine Mercy...”. No one is
worthy of such a spiritual station unless completely
freed from the layers and layers of veils that form
the differentiations of Absolute Reality into the
relative levels of being (that is, the spiritual planes
and the material world) . For until one is freed
from veils, everything that emanates from behind
the veils will appear with the veil as an interme-
diary reflection, and will be distorted accordingly,
taking on the characteristics of that particular velil,
or plane of being.
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In the heart of grapes

they see wine.

In the passing away of all,

they see the world as it really is.

Though in appearance they are human,

in essence they are Gabriel, the Holy Spirit,
freed from anger and desire

and the nonsense of words.

«Rumi»

The Master from the Viewpoint of the Qor’'an

It is necessary to bear in mind that the ban-
quet of Love is not suitable for everyone - such a
blessing is not given to those who are ensnared in
the desires of self.

God gave one of his enlightened slaves the
rank of master, and sent Moses to be his disciple.

As regards the master, God has said, “... a slave
of My slaves, I have given him Divine Mercy from

nearness to Me, and have taught him Divine Know-
ladge directly from Me.” (Qor’an 18:65).

Here, in this Qor’dnic verse, God clarifies the
five qualities of a spiritual master. The first qual-
ity is termed that of being a chosen slave and
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Whatever the master possesses,

whether worldly goods or spiritual qualities,
is entrusted to his successor.

That is why in every era

a master arises,

and this divine experiment

continues until the end of time.

«Rumiv Masnavi

Though totally and utterly needy, the master
lacks nothing, for far from the world of illusion, he
is one with the Absolute Truth.

Though solitary and alone,

The Master is a king,

whose armies and servants,

are his spiritual intent and all-consuming love.

«Rumi-

For the master there is no multiplicity, only
the One. There is no one to help him except the
One.

Those who know the soul, are freed
from the bonds of multiplicity.
For they have been drowned

in the dimensionless Ocean of Oneness.
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The attention of the master is an elixir which

transmutes the copper hearts of travelers to gold,
and delivers them from the brink of disaster. He
burns away the lover’s existence, and illumines him
by the light of the Beloved.

By a glance we transform dust into gold
and by a flash from the corner of one eye,

we cure a hundred pains.

« Shah Ne’matollah Vali»

The robe of the master is the robe of the
Prophet ! .

No matter what part of the world
the masters are from,

in soul and body,

they are of the Prophet’s line.

It matters not where a rose grows.
It is still a rose.

Wherever a vat of grapes ferments,
there is wine.

If the sun rises in the west,

it is still the sun.

1- Each master receives the robe of his predecessor, which is the
sign of his assuming the responsibility of being a master. Whoever
wears this robe resides at the very threshold of God.

12



truths of Reality, and has polished the tarnish of
multiplicity from the mirror of his heart. He has
journeyed to the end of the way of spiritual po-
verty and of the abandonment of self. He is the
guide of the spiritual path and the sun of the
Truth.

He is the Noah of the ark of the voyagers
of purity, and the basis of illumination and reve-
lation for those who are faithfully carried away
by the wind.

He takes the hands of stragglers who have

fallen behind and leads them onwards, while he
enables those who are well advanced to arrive at

the Truth.

He liberates the traveler from the dark night
of self-worship, and brings him into the brilliance
of that clear daylight, which is in this world the

paradise of the selfless witnessing of the Divine
Truth.

I am a disciple of the Master of the Holy Fire.

O preacher, do not be displeased with me.
As he has fulfilled in this world,

what you but promised in the next.

« H@/éz »
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a chalice of the wine of difficulty, which he fills
according to their heart’s deepest desire. He guides

to peace those who have become rowdy, and
brings a goblet of the wine of Love to those who

have not yet imbibed, giving them a taste of its
ecstasy and rapture.

‘Master of the Holy Fire'- (Pir-c mogh(jn).
He lights a holy flame in the hearts of novices

on the path, and knowing the secrets of hearts,
he trains each person in the spiritual path accor-
ding to his ability to understand.

‘Master of the Tavern of Ruin’ - ( Pir-e
khardbdt ) - He knows the secrets of the Tavern of

Ruin, the spiritual station of the self-having-
passed-away-in-God, and sees the Light of God

everywhere.

‘Axis of the Universe’ - ( Joth) - He is a
perfect man, and the axis around which the world
of Divine Knowledge and spiritual realization

revolves.
Some Attributes of the Master

The master is incomparably exalted. He is the

object of God’s constant attention, and his being
is comprised of Divine Attributes. He knows the
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and, when necessary, he sacrifices his life for
humanity.

‘Enoch’, ‘Elias’ or ‘Elijah’- (Persian, Khezr)-
He has drunk of the water of life and, until post-
eternity, lives by Love. In the darkness of the
way to the Truth, he lights up the lamp which

shows travelers how to be.

‘Solecmon’ - He understands the language of
those who travel on the path, as did Solomon,
who understood the language of the birds, and

he is able to communicate with each traveler in

his own language.

‘Noah’ - He is like a stable mountain in the
midst of the raging storm on the surface of the
ocean of Reality, saving voyagers from the whirl-
pools of destruction, and guiding them to the ark
of deliverance and fulfillment.

‘Elder’ - (Pir) - He has great experience,
having tasted the warmth and coldness of the Way
of Love.

‘Master of the Winehouse’(Pir-e meykadeh)-
He understands the intoxicated state of drunkards

on the path, which comes from having drunk
deeply from the cup of Love, and pours for each
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Morshed and Hadi - He is the guide and
sustainer of travelers on the spiritual path.

Baleq - He has realized the perfection of
true maturity, the Divine Attribute of ¢Being
Human’.

“The Perfect Man’ - He has perfectly real-
ized all the Divine Attributes.

‘Mirror which reflects the universe’ and
‘Goblet which reveals the world’ - The master
is a mirror which entirely reflects the perfect man,
who is the complete manifestation of the whole
of creation. In his face, the vice-gerency of God
is manifested, and he embodies the fullness of
Divine Perfection.

‘The Great Cure’ - He cures those who are
afflicted with Divine Love, heals the wounds of
those whose hearts are burned, and aids those
who have lost their hearts.

‘The Sublime Elixir' - He transmutes the
copper of seekers’ hearts into pure gold, and
cleanses their being.

‘Jesus’ - By the breath of the Holy Spirit,
he resurrects those who have died on the way of

Love. He cures those whose souls are in deep pain
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The Master

There would be no movement in the stars,

nor would there be stillness in the centre of
the universe

if there were no men on earth.

« Haj Mollad Hadi Sabzevdri»

The Master ( mordd, lit. ‘the desired one’) is
a person who guides travelers on the path of the
‘passing away of the self in God’ ( fand firllah)
and leads them towards ‘eternal life through God’
( baga bi’llah).

He is called by different names according to
varying characteristics; for example :

Shaikh - As regards the depth of the true

knowledge of God which he possesses, he is one
of the great sufis.

Pishva - He is the leader of seekers on the
path to the Reality of the Eternal Truth.
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An erroneous approach may cause a disciple
to undo many years of struggle on the Path, and
to waste an entire lifetime without every so much
as picking a flower or a fruit from the Garden of
Love and Devotion or inhaling the fragrance of
the Truth.

For this reason, I have prepared this pamphlet
and made it available to the friends and seckers
of God. May it help to serve, guide and enlighten
those who are seeking and yearning for the Truth.



Introduction

Stop this cleverness and planning,
for Love closes the gates of the Divine

to the heart of anyone who does not
completely lose himself on the Path of Devotion.

«Hdfez

The terms ‘master’ and ‘disciple’ have been
much misunderstood in recent years, with the
result that, for anyone interested in knowing about
the Path, a brief clarification is very much in
order. This will serve to explain the correct beha-
vior and duties involved in this relationship and
clear away certain misconceptions which may be
held.

While an understanding of the relationship
may be interesting for the general public, it is
absolutely essential for the dervish, so that the
foundation of his or her spiritual devotion will not
become undermined by mistaken or foolish notions
of behaving - or being.
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