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Saint John Perse, Apollinaire and Horace McCoy into
Farsi and played in two Iranian films, in one of which
the key role.

Sepanlu, born in 1940, is graduated from the
Faculty of Law in Teheran University, but he has used
his legal knowledge only in polemics and criticism.



About the author:

Mohammad Ali Sepanlu, the author of this book,
have been active in several fields of literature and art
in contemporary Iran. But among his published works
the lion’s share belongs to poetry (9 books) and this
shows his first choice in the literary realm; so he is
reckoned as one of the established poets in Iran - today.
In writing long poems (in Iranian literary tradition
manzuma is a long poem developing around a central
theme - oftne lyric, heroic or legendary -) he has
managed to offer more than one fresh work to the
Farssi contemporary poetry. He has tried to merge the
standards of modern novel and drama with the Farssi
narrative poetry via composing a kind of symphonic
poetry. .

Among his other works are a number of academic
books and several essays on contemporary persian prose
and poetry, the most significant of which are Iranian
Avant - guard Writers which is a history of Iranian
fiction, drama and criticism and The Interpretation of

Reality which contains some of the best samples of the
sixty years of short-story writing in Iran, along with
short comments on every story.

Sepanlu has also a collection of short stories and has
adapted two classical Iranian stories for children. He has
also translated books by Camus, Sartre, Ristus, Greene,



and nationalism, the partisans of modernism and the
enemies of superstition.

But in the addenda two other poets are mentioned:
1. Abolghassim Lahuti (1888-1957) the poet of beautiful
lyrical poems and an officer of Iranian. gendarme force
who revolted against the regime and after defeat
defected to U.S.S.R. changed his nationality and stayed
there till his death.
2. Nima Yushij (1895-1959) A literary theor’y maker
and an indefatigable experimantalist of modern poetry
who avoided any meddling in the political struggles and
stayed at home for thirty years, working hard to
_ revolutionize the classical persian poetry. He is the
father founder of modern poetry in Iran.

These two are added at the end of this book to
display the diversity of the types of poets emerged in
the social revolution of Iran.



the past glories of Iran, in the format of rythmic
dramas (which he himself named "operehas") and
performed them. In a newspaper which he established,
Twentieth Century, he wrote bold and even insolent
articles which attracted the youth. He was murdered by
the agents of the dictatorial regim when he was 31.

3- Mohammad Ebrahim - e - Farrokhi - e - Yazdi
(1889-1939) was born in a peasant family. After the
success of the revolution, he established a newspaper.
He dedicated his lyrical poetry to the national
independence and the teaching of social justice and
socialism. His lips were sewn in prison when he was
young, and in the dictatorial era, after many years in
jail, he was murdered and his body was never found.

4, Mohammad Taghi - e Bahar (1887-1951) was
from a learned clerical family. He established a
newspaper and, after some years of journalism and
poetry-writing, he became known as one of the masters
of persian poetry. (The last master of the old school). He
was a nationalist and a humanist who compromised
with the dictatorship in order to survive. He was even
appointed as the minister of education in the second
part of the pahlavi regime. Nevertheless, he did not
forget to glorify freedom and the national independence
even in his compromised poetry.

The present book is basically a research in the lives
and works of the aforementioned four whose common
aspect is the glorification of the acheivements of the
constitutional Revolution in Iran. All four had been,
more than anything else, the propagators of democracy



remarkable examples of the versatile types of their
time. This encounter does not remain in the realm of the
current literary research; instead it is a kind of
estimation, a search in the darkness, with the help of
sences, even taste and smell, in order to get the message
they have sent for the present generation of Iran.

In any case, the present essay is originally an
attempt to find the literary types who are born with a
revolution, to study their style of action, particularly
during the era of crises and breakouts of political and
social fevers and their destiny in an unsuccessful and
wasted revolution... And now these four poets:

1. Abolghassim ’Aref - e — Ghazvini (1879-1933) A
son of the nation who rose from among the ordinary
people, participated in the nation’s combat for freedom.
He turned to music to popularize his poems, he sang
the poems he had composed in praise of freedom and
against the despotism for the people of different cities
of Iran in crowded concerts. For fifteen years he acted
as the advocate of freedom, the enemy of the
reactionaries and the spoksman of national ideals.

In the beginning of the Pahlavi dynasty
dictatorship, ’Aref was forced to resign from social life
and be exiled to a distant town where he died after
seven years.

2- Mirzade - ye E’shghi (1891-1922), son of a
provincial petty bourgeois, who turned to poetry and
journatism from his early teens. He was a sort of
literary guerrilla, who composed some of his
revolutionary poems, which were mainly in praise of



Introduction

«Only the remembered ones do not last, the
forgotten few, too, are with us. Though turned to dust,
their particles brighten the musaic of our souls. we
extend our hands behind the obscure doors, to the
safe-cases of heritage; we put it inside the black bag
and shake their unexpected hands. on withdrawing, our
hand itself is a lamp. Have they had a message, or an
answer, for us?.. Does merely being an Iranian involve
a mission?... Is there an lranian ideology?..»

These few lines, quoted from the addendum of the
Four Freedom Poets, shows the significance of the
author’s search in the lives and works of four iranian
poets, in the beginning of the twentieth century: the
poets who were the mouthpieces of the ideals of the
national movement of Constitution, the poets whose
poetry forestalled patriotism and democracy, at a time
when the literates in lran constituted a paltry
percentage. These poets were the representatives of a
movement which, through the renovation of some old
methods, managed to contact the masses directly.

In this book we have a brief encounter with four of
the most important and the most famous poetry-com-
posers of the Constitutional Revolution of Iran who are
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