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(15) See F. Schuon, Dimsnsions of Islam, trans. by P. Townsend,
London, 1970, chapter 11. ‘ ' '

(16) The following famous verses of Rumi attest to this truth :

I died as mineral and became a plant,

I died as plant and rose to animal,

I died as animal and I was Man.

Why should I fear? When was I less by “ying ?

Yet once more I shall die as Man, to soar,

With angels blest; but even from angelhood.

I must pass on : all except God doth perish,

When T have sacreficed my angel.soul,

I shall became what no mind e'er conceived.

Oh, let me not exist! for Non - existence.

* Proclaimes in organ tones, «To Him we shall returns.

R. A. Nicholson, Rumi, Poet and Mystic, London, 1950, p. 103.

(17) Schuon, Logic and Transcendence, p. 44. The same author quotes
the formulation of Franz von Baader to the same effect, the German theo-
sopher having said in answer to Descartcs, cogitor, ergo cogito ¢f sum (1 am-

thought (by God), therefore I think and I am), op. ¢it., p. 44.
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sophical. pantheism, existentialimoenism and the like see T. Burckhardt, 4n
Introduction to Suft Doctrine, trans, by D. M. Matheson, London,]1 976, chap-
ter IIl; and: M. Lings, 4 Sufi Saint of ihe Twentieth Century, London, 1971,
chapter V.

(3) Corbin and O. Yahya (eds.), L. Philosoplie Shi‘ite, Tehran -Paris,
1969, pp. 620 ff, of the Arabic text,

(9) On the meaning of these terms see T. Izutsu, The Concept and
Reality of Existence, Tokyo, 1971, pp. 99 ff.

On the School of Isfahan itself se 3. Corbin, En Islam iranien, Book
V, vol. 1V, Paris, 1972; and S. H. Nasr, «The School of Isfahan», in M.
M, Sharif (ed.), 4 History of Muslim: Philosoply, vol. II, Wiesbaden,. 19686,
pp- 904 .932,

(10) All these three schools are represented in. the. secand volume of
the anthology of the. philosophers of Persia since Mir Damad. being prepared
by S. J. Ashtiyani and Corbin. See Anthologis des philasophes irvaniens, vol, IT,
Tehran - Paris, 1975. See also H. Corbin, «Presence de quelques philosophes
irani¢nsy to appear in Le Philosophis iranientme ot la philosophie comparéde (in
press:) .

(11) The' Mashdatir is in fact devoted to ontology. See the analysis of.
its content by H. Corbin in his edition and translation of this work as
Le lipre dee péndiration métaphysiques, Tehran - Paris, 1964,

12) On Mulld Sadrd’s doctrine of the Unity of Being, see 8. H.Nasr,
«Mulld Sadrd and the Doctrine of the Unity of Being », Philosophical Forum,
vol. IV, No. 1, Fall, 1972, pp. 153-161.

(13)See the introduction of Corbin to the introduction of Mulld Sadra’s
Mashicir, pp. 62 ff.

(14) 1 have dealt extensively with this subject in my forthcoming
book, The Transcendent Theosophy of Sadr al-Din Shirazi; see also Izutsu, op, cif.
part 1V.
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NOTES

{1) Ibn Sind or Avicenna has in fact been called first and foremost
a philosopher of being. See A. M. Goichon, «L’Unité de la pensée avi-
cenniennew, in Archive Inicrnationales d’Histoire des Seciences, no. 20 - 21, 1952,
pp. 290 if,

{2) This major work, edited {for the first time by M. Mahdi, Beirut,
1969, has caused  itemporary scholars to revise completely their views
concenring the study of ontology among the earlier Islamic philosophers.

(3) See P. Morewedge, The Metaphysics of Avicenna (Ibn Sing),New York,
1973; {or the ontology of Avicenna see also Goichon, La Distinction de Pessence
et de Uexistence d’aprés IbnSina (Avicenna}, Paris, 1937; S, H. Nasr, du Intro-
dictivo to Islamic Cosmological Doctrines, London, 1977 chapter 12,

{4) See F. Schoun, Lagic and Transcendence, trans. by P. Townsend, New
York, 1975, chapters 7 and 13; also Schuon, Isfam and the Perennial Philoso-
phy, trans. by P, Hobson, London, 1976.

(3) On Suhrawardi, see S. H. Nasr, Three Musiim Sages, New York,
1976, chapter 1I; and H. Corbin, Eu Islam iranien, vel. I1, Paris, 1871. On
Suhrawardi’s views on existence see his Hikmat al - ishrdg, ed. by H. Corhin
as part of Oeuvres philosophiques et mystiques, vol. 11, Tehran, 1976, pp.
125 ff,

(6) On Ibn ‘Arabi in general see Nasr, of. cit. , chapter 1. As for
his doctrine of Divine Mercy see T. Tzutsu, A Comparative Study of the Key
Philosophical Concepis in Sufism and Taoism, part one, Tokyo, 1966, pp, 109
ff. Tzutsu quotes the famous commentator of Ibn €Arabi, ‘Abd al - Razzag
Kashani as saying, «existence (wwujid) is the first overflowing of the Mercy
which is said to extend to everything.» op. 6it. . p. 109,

(7) On this hasic doctrine which has heen often mistaken for philo-
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Being is. Being is inferred by human existence itself, provided one turns
toward the Center of onesell to expericnce Being, rather than flecing from
the Center into the bosom of congealed forms, whether they be external
objects and acts or concepts running through an agitated mind.

The more one is, the more one is able to understand being. And the
best way to study Being is to live in conformity with Its demands. The
central message of the later tradition of Islamic philosophy and theosophy
seems to be that the study of being might begin with the concept of being,
but it must end with its reality. Man might study the concept of being
without ever transcending the confines of his own limitations and the prison
of his own aceidental nature.

This would not be /kmalk but mental acrobatics, In contrast. the
veritable study of the reality of being, which is the goal of hikmah, brings
with it freedom and deliverance from all confinement, for it opens the
limsted existence of man to the revivifying rays of a Reality which is at
once being, consciousness and joy or bliss, wujid, wnjdin and wejd. The
correct study of being leads to that state of wonder which is the origin of
all wisdom as well as to participation in that joy or bliss whese attainment
is the goal of all knowledge and the end of hum: life itself, and which is

woven within the very texture of the substance of human nature,
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accomplished through spiritual practice. Annihilation {fand’), which is the
goal of the spiritual life, ends not in exitinction in the ordinary sense of the
word but in subsistence in the Divine and therefore in the most intense
mode of being possible. Through spiritual death man never becomes less
than what he was but more. 10

The study of being in later Islamic philosophy is related profoundly
to the practical import of its teachings for human life, for it is inseparable
from the practice of an inner discipline which is the sole guarantee of a
true understanding of the meaning of existence. Ordinary man is too deeply
immersed in things, in existents, to became aware of the great mystery of
existence itself, It is easy to perform this or that act, but it i3 very difficult
simply to exist. It is wuch easier to play with concepts that to still the
mind and to create an awareness to enable man to perceive the mystery of
existence itself, to realize that all things are plunged in God.

The study of existence in later Islamic philosophy is thereforc only
outwardly concerned with the analysis of the concepts of existence, quiddity,
necessity, contingency and the like. Beneath this rigorous logical analysis,
there stands always the invisible presence of the profound spiritual experience
of pure existence and ultimately of Being Itself. Therein lies the great
message of this school for the modern world, which suffers profoundly from
the divorce between conceptual knowledge and the mode and manner of
one’s being. Man is not what he thinks and his being does not follow from
his thinking; rather, man’s thought is the function of what he is.

The cogite erge sum of Descartes, which turned ontology in the West
away from the study of Being to the analysis its mental reflection, would be
corrected by the sages of this sapientinl tradition as sum ergo est Esse, to

quote a formulation of Frithjof Schuon. 1?7 I am, therefore God, is, Pure
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which is at once being and knowledge, awareness and presence. In fact, the
degree of awareness of being is itself dependent upon thc degree of awa-
reness of the knower, the degree and mode according to which he is. The
more man 5, the more is he able to perceive being. The Universe is itself
a series of presences (hadrah, pl. hadardt) which man is able to comprehend
and penetrate to the extent that he is himself present.

Islamic metaphysics envisages Reality as the Principle ( of-mabda’)
which is also the giver of existence (al-mubdi‘) and which stands above even
Being. It is the Non.Being which comprehends Pure Being. The first deter-
mination of this Principial Reality is Being, which itself is the source of
creation. The first effusion of Pure Being is at once the Intellect and Uni-
versal Existence, what the Sufis call the Breath of the Compassionate
(nafas al-rakmdn) and which is ultimately the very substance of the created
order. Particular modes of existence are themselves the rays of Universal
Existence ( often called al-wujiid al - munbasit or al-fayd al - mugaddas) . In
as much as wufitd is also hudir, these grades have also been cnumerated by
the gnostics such as Ihn ‘Arabi as as the « Fioe Divine Presences »(al - hadarat
al-ildhiypat al- khams), extending from the Divine Essence through the
various stages of existence to the world of spatio - temporal existence, 15
Yet, despite the multiplicity of the levels of existence, there is but one Being
and all the presences are ultimately the Presence of the One who alone is.

The philosophy of being of the later Islamic philosophers has a direct
bearing for man and his entelechy. Modern existentialism limits itself to the
existence of individual man, and for many of the philosophers of this school,
this existence comes to an end with the death of the individual. In the
Istamic perspective, however, existence is not an accidental and faltering
flame to be extinguished by tho wind of death. Death is the gate to a more

intense degree of existence, whether this be natural death or initiatic decach
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mainstream of Western philosophy was directly connected to the disasso-
clation of ens from the act and reality of being itself. If it took several cen-
turies before certain philosophers of existence in the modern West realized
the importance of distinguishing between das sein and das seinende, the later
Islamic philosophers had already based ontology on the act of being cen-
turies ago when within the confines of Islamic philosophy the experience
of the reality of being beeame the source for the intellectual discussion of
its concept. 13

The doctrine of the Unity, gradation and principiality of being, whieh

is the foundation of the transcendent theosophy ( al-hikmat al.mutetaliyah )
of Mulia Sadra, sees the whole of reality as nothing but the stages and
grades of existence. It sees the quiddity of each object which has been
brought into existence as nothing but the abstraction by the mind of a
particular determination of existence. 14 The essences of things are not
realities to which existence is added. but rather abstractions made by the
mind of a particular state of being which is callcd existent merely because
the untrained mind perceives only the external and apparent aspect of
things, Qutwandly, existents secm to be quiddities which have gained exis-
tence, But true awareness created through the disciplining of the intellect
and through spiritual vision allows the perceiver to see everything for what
it really is, namely the very act of existence, each of whose instances
appears as a quiddity to which existence is added, whereas in reality it is
only a particular act of existence from whose limitations the quiddity is
abstracted, Man is usually aware of the container whereas the sage sees
the content which is at once being ( wufiid ), presence (udir ) and witness

( shukid ) .

The later Islamie philosophers often insist on the identity of wwid,

hudir and shuliid because their vision has penetrated into the depth of reality
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in the development of Islamic philosophy. 2!

The doctrines of Mulld Sadrd concerning being were so profound
and all-embracing that they found their echo among most of the leading
Persian philosophers of the centuries which followed and were also influentijal
among many thinkers of Mulim India. As far as Persia is concerned, such
15th/19th century figures as Mulld Ali Niri, Hajji Mulla Hadi Sabziwéri
and Mulld ‘Ali Zuniizi added important commentaries to Mulld Sadra,
while during this century such traditional masters as Mirza Mahdi Ashtiyani
and Sayyid Muhammad Kazim ¢Assar have continued this particular tra-
dition of philosophy in which the study of being is carried out through a
highly developed dialectic but is ultimately based upon the experience of
Being and its epiphanies, this experience having been made possible through
the aid of Being Itself in the form of that objective theophany of the Uni-

versal Intellcct which is tradition.

#
kK

It is hardly postible to do justice in such a short space to the depth
and richness of this late Islamic philosophical school in so far as the study
of being is concerned. Men of great intelligence and perspicacity have spent
a life timc in the study and contemplation of these doctrines. But it is
possible 10 summarize at least some of the salient features of the main
stream of this school which culminated with Mulla Sadrd and his disciples.

Perhaps the most striking feature of the discussion of being in this
school is that it is concerned with the act of being and not with the exis-
tent, with esse, the acfus essendi rather than ens. Western Scholasticism was
gradually led to the study mot of being itself but of that which exists and
therefore of things. The gradual forgetting of the reality of being in favor of

the concept of being and then the decomposition of even this concept in the
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systematic exposition of the study of being than is to be found in Ibn ‘Arabi.
Such texts as the Nagd al-nugiid fi macrifat al-wnjiid of Amuli had a profound
effect upon Iater Islamic philosophy itself. B

The school of Isfahan, founded by Mir Ddmad in Safavid Persia,
marks 2 sudden rise of interest in the study wujid. In fact it was during
this period that a new chapter was added to the exposition of traditional
philosophy uuder the name of «general matterss (al-umir al-cammalt), with
which most later texts of philosophy start and which deal more than
anything else with wufad. Also it was at this time that the distinction between
the principiality of existence (asalat al-wujid) and the principiality of quiddity
(asalat al-mahiyyah) was discussed for the first time and the whole history of
philosophy viewed accordingly. 9

It is usually thought that the Safavid period was dominated by the
teachings of Mulld Sadri, Such is however, far from the case. This period
was marked by a rather varied philosophical life and at least three distinct
trends are discernible: that of Mir Damad aod his students who followed
Ibn Sind with a Suhrawardian color; that of Mulld Rajab “Ali Tabrizl whose
views are somewhat similar to the interpretation made by Proclus of the
teachings of Plato and who considered the Divine Principle to be above
both Being and non-being and totally discontinous with the chain of exis-
tence; and finally Mulld Sadra and his followers, ike Mulla Muhsin Fayd
Kishidni, who transformed the cessentialistic» metaphysics of Suhrawardi
into an cexistential» one. 10 In his Asfar, al - Shawdhid al- rubibiyyak and
al-Mashatir 11 Mulla Sadra has given the most extensive and systematic
exposition of the ephilosophy of being» to be found anywhere in Islam,
combining the vision of the gnostics and the logical acumen of the Peripa-
tetics, His metaphysics is based on the three principles of the Unity,

gradation and principiallty of being and marks the opening if a new chapter
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and his school, it would not be sufficient to seek pages on which the word
wyjad appears, It would be necessary to study his doctrine of light in its
totality,

Almost contemporary with Suhrawardi, another mnajor insellectnal
figure and the foremost expositor of Sufi metaphysics, Mulyl al-Din ibn
‘Arabl, expounded the most profound doctrine possible of Being and its
manifestations in a manner that is properly  eaking gnostic and metaphy-
sical rather than simply philosophical in the usual sense of the word. Ibn
‘Arali spoke of the Divine Essence {al-d/a) , Names and Qualities, theo-
phany (fgjalli) and the like, and did not use the laznguage of the Islamic
philosophers who dealt with wuyid. He expounded a metaphysics which
transcends ontelegy, which beging with the Principle, standing above Being,
of which Being is the first determination{ia‘eyyun).Yet, his doctiine included
of necessity the most penetrating cxposition of the meaning of wujiid as both
Being and existence, even if he viewed the problem from gquite another
angle than the philosophers. It is in tact of interest to note that usually he
treated the questionof cxistence when dealing with the theme of Divine
Mcrey.® In any case, Ibn ‘Arabi left the profoundest effect upon both
later Sufism and later Islamic philosophy, especially as far as the study of
wujiid was concerned. It was he who first formulated the doctrine of the
«transcendent unity of Being»(wahdat al-wnjid)which crowns nearly all later
studies of wujfid and represents in a certain sense the summit of Islamie
metaphysical doctrines. 7

The revival of Peripatetic philosophy by Nasir al-Din Tiasiin the7th/-
13th century brought the teachings of Ibn Sind baek to life, but this time
Ibn Sind was often interpreted in the light of the docterines of Suhrawardi
and Ibn ‘Arabi and not solely in the more rationalistic vein in which he
came to be know in the West. Moreover, such later masters of gnosis as

Sadr al-Din al-Qunyawi, Kashani, and Sayyid Haydar Amuli gave a more
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of sapiential wisdom, nevertheless established the conceptual framework
whithin which later discussions of being took place, although often new
meaning was given to the terms and concept este...ivshed by them, Fardbi
in his Kitab ol - huriif 2 and Ibn Sini in numerous works, especially the
Shifa’, Najat and Ddnishnama - yi‘ala'i 3, already established the major distinc-
tions between cxistence ( wyjdd ) and quiddity ( mdhiyyah ), and necessity
(wujiib), contingency(imkdn), and impossibility (imtina®) and established many
of the other basic concepts which have colored the study of being in both

the later Islamic world and the Qceident,

The period following imme itely upon the wake of Ibn Sina’s ma-
gisterial exposition of Peripatetic philosophy, namely the 5th/l1th and
6th/12th centuries, was the era of the dominance of Ash‘arite Kalagm in the
castern lands of Islaru and therefore of an eclipse of interest in the study
of that discipline which with Wolf and Suarez came to be called ontology
in the West, Kaldm was based on a voluntarism#4 which concentrates exclu-
sively upon the Will of God and disregards His Being and Nature of
which Will is but one Quality. Hence, the champions of Kaldm, in contrast
to Latin theolegians, were not particularly interested in the study of
being, even if they did often use the terminclogy of the Peripatetics as far
as the distinction between wdjib al- wujid and mumkingt was concerned.

The founder of the school of illumination, Shaykh al-ishrd Shihab
al-Din Suharwardi, revived the interest in ontology but approached the
whole problem of existence from a new angle of vision 5. He considered
cxistence to be only an accident added to the quiddities, which possess
reality, He thereby created an tcssentialisticc metaphysics which has had
many followers over the centuries. Yet, he made of light the very substance
of feality and atiributed what all the other philosophers had considered

as belonging to wafiid to light. To study the question of being in Suhrawardi



Post - Avicenngdn Islamic Philosophy and the Study

of Being

by

Seyyed Hossein Nasr

The history of the quest of post-Avicennan Islamic philosophers after
the understanding of being differs markedly from that of Western philoso-
phers following St. Thomas and other masters of Scholasticisn. While in the
West gradually the possibility of the experience of Being nearly disappeared
and the vision of Being gave way to the discussion of the conceptof B g
and finally to tho decomposition of this very concept in certain schools,
in the Islamic world, philosophy drew even closer to the occan of Being
itself until finally it became the complement of gnosis and its extention in
the direction of systematic exposition and analysis. If the final chapter of
the history of Western philosophy at least in several of its major schools weds
philosophy to external experience and experiment with the forces and
substances of the material world, resulting in various from of empiricism,
in the Islamic world also philosophy became inseparable from experi ce.
But in this case the experience in question was of a spiritual and inward
character, including ultimately the vision of Pure Being, the tasting of a
reality which is the origin of this sapiental wisdom or htfmah, a wisdom
which for this reason is called hikmah dhawgiypah, dhawq having the same
meaning in Arabic as the root of sapiential (sapere) in Latin,

1

The carly Islamic philosophers such as Firabi and Ibn Sina," whe

are called masters of discursive philosophy ( kikmah bahthiyyah ) rather than
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(Na 1o, al~Battani, 11, 1907, 154, 182)
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Book On India (Communication faite, lors du Congrés de Birtii & Théhéran,
Septembre, 1973) et Ia traduction en turc faite par Mubahat Tlrker-kilyel
Voir, Beyrani Armagan Kitabi, pp. 127- 135, 137-144,

18. La Traduetion en Francais de la phrase est la suivante:«Criton,
nous sommes le débiteur d’Asclepios pour un coq; eh bien! pavez ma
dette, pensez-y» (118a). Belles Lettres, paris, Budé, Comparer avec la eitation
d’al-Kindi:¢]’ai recommandé a platon, par testament,de construire un autel
4 Vénus pour y présenter une offrende, Qu’ ils offrent de ma part.»

I1 n’ est pas d’ailleurs rare dans le monde musalman de composer des
livres attribés 4 Socrate. Voir Mithahat Tivker, pefi Traité en Arabe Atiribud
i Socrate, dans, Necati Lugdl Armagdni Tirk Tarik Kurumu, Ankara 1969,
pp. 735~ 766 (Rawldll s Lot oy depladl g B2 dNlE)
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o, oeivy B 3y w bt ol b 2 thas Koodi coudne stermhnlow. JBiinthaken o Avelin

Orientalni, TV, 1932, 363-372.

5. Rasae tl al-Kindi, Kédhira, 1950, 1953, Déral-Fikr al - s Arabiyya. voir

aussi Ahwani,

6. Review of Ritter and Woalzer, Orientalia, NS, 9, 1940; al-Kindi als Litterat

Orientalia, I, 1942, 262-288; From Arabic Books and Manuscripts II: Kindiana,

E

JAOS, 69, 1949,152; Al-Kindi and plolemy, Studi Orientalistici, 11, 1936 Rome;

FromArabic Books and Manuscripts VI Istanbul AMaiterial for al-Kindi and as-Sarahsi,
F405, 76, 1936, 27-31,

7. New Studies on al-Kindi, Oriens, 10, 1957, 203-232.
8. B Z-Hazayin-i Tiirkiye 3, Mecelle-i Dénisgede-i Edebiyii, p.23,1339, Téhéran.

9. dstrorum Indicis al-Kindi Gapher de pluviis Tmbribus of ventis ac aeris Mutatione

Venetiis, 1505, 1509, 1540, Paris. Comparer, Carmody, drabic astronomical

and astrological Sciences in Latin  Translation, Univ. of California press, 1963,

74 - 85.

10. Al-Iindi als Astrolog, Morgenlandiche Forschungen, 1875, 263- 309.

11. iiber einen asirologischen Trakiat von al-Kindi, Archiv, f. Gesch. d. Naturois

und d. Technik, 3, 224-226, 1912 Leibzig.

12. « 11 était célébre comime astrologuc au Moyen Age, on le comptait

parmi les neuf juges (judices) de 'AsrologienEl; ZU al-Kindi und seiner Sclule,

Archiv f. G. d. philosopliie, 13, 1900, 153~ 178.

13. Selon al Kindi, «Astrology isagenuine branch of rationel and metho.

dical knowledge» New Studies on al-Kindi, Oriens, 1957, 203 232,

14. Raccolta di Scritti Editi e Inediti, 5, Roma, 1944,
15. Voir la note du texte arabe.

16. Pour la lecture du nomm du savant, voir dans Bepriini Armagan Kitabi

{commemoration Volume) Tlrk Tarih Kurumu Ankara, 1974, ed. by Aydin

Sayili. «SayiLi, Dogumunun 1000. ¥ifinda Beyriini», P. 6.

17. Some New Material pertaining o the Quolaions From plato’s phaido in Biriini
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suppose que I'origine de cette citation doit &tre ou bien une source médicale,
ou bien une avtre traduction en Arabe inconnue jusqu a présent de phédon: et
’est sur cette seconde traduction en Arabe de phiédon que le traducteur inconnu,
vecu & XIV. siecle doit faire sa traduction en perse de Phédon, présentée au
monde savant pour Ia premitre fois par Ates. (17) en 1952,

Dans notre petit traité d’Astrologie attrihué a al-Kindi, on cite le titre de
Phédon comme 036} Cipanzall sl | Clest une appellation inhabituelle dans
les sources anciennes. De ce fait, il y 2 lieu de se dcmander si cette citation
faite par al-Kindi, malgré qu’ellc ne soit pas la traduction exacte (18), prend
son racine 4 la seeonde traduction en Arabe de Phéden dont elle vient d’étre

supposée P'existence par Biirgel.

LES NOTES

1. Ergin, Osman, Ibn sind Biblyografyasi,1937 Istanbul; Anawati, Biblio-
graphie d’ Avicenne, 1948, Misr; Mahdavi, Bibliographie d’lbn 8ind T'¢éhéran.

2. Voir, Ibn Culcul (mort en 910), al Tabari (mort en 923), Ibn fadim
(mo en, 955) (Fifrisi Flugel, s. 255-261), Marzubéni (mort en 993), Ibn
Sas id al-Andallsi (mort en 1070}, al-Baihaki (mort en 1169), Yakit (mort en
1229}, al-Kifti (mort en 1248) (Ihbdr., Misr, 240 - 247), Ibn Abi Usaibi,a
(mort en 1270) (¢Uyon, 19-211 Misr ), Ibn Hallign (mort en 1282), Bar

fabraeus (mort en 1286), Ebil-Fida { irt en 1331) , al-Dhahabi {mort en
1348 ,al-Yafii {mort en 1367} al-Safadi (mort en 1383), Happi Khalifa (mort
en 1637).

3. Flugel, al-Kindi, Leibzig, 1857; Sarton, [utr,, 1927; Brockelmann,
GAL, I, Suppl. 1; pearson, Index Islamicus, 1900 -1955, 1956.1960, 1960 -
1965, Heffer, Cambridge, {1958,1961,1967} ; McCarthy,al- Tasdnif al-Mansfibal
114 Faylasiif al-cArab, Bagdad, 1967; N. Rescher, al-Kindi, an Annotated Biblio-
graphy, pittsburgh, 1964,
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favorable ol 'on espére 'exaucement i la priére et Uon prie & Dieu, car, les
pouvoirs célestes sont des singes pour le monde de génération et de corruption-,
il ne parle pas de la méme fagon de ceux qui considérent les statues remplagant
les astres comme des vraies intermédiaires entre Dicu et I'homme et les appellent
pour leur priére.

Ce petit traité a une importance a4 part, au point de vue d’étre une des
sources s plus anciennes en Arabe qui nous fournissent les citations de Phédon
par la phrase de Socrate qui est au pied de la mort et qui dit: «J"ai recommandé
a platon par testament, de consiruire un autel 3 Vénus pour y présenter une
offrende. Qu’ils Voffrent de ma part».

Comme on le sait, al-Kindi a rédigé plus d’une fois sur des sujets concernant
Socrate, tels que «La Vertu de Socrate», «Les paroles de Socrate», « In
formationn sur la Mort de Socrate». Par cette citation qui se trouve dans ce
petit traité, on revient encore une fois 4 la question de savoir si I'on a traduit

phédon en Arabe.

On sait que, dans le mende musulman, on ne manque pas de se rencontrer
dans les ouvrages de philosophie et de médecine, plusicurs citations de Platon
avec ou sans références 4 ses ceuvres. Les philosophes en terre d’islam, se
référent, lorsqu’il s’agit de la motr de Socrate pluidt que de I'éternité de I'dme,
ou bien 4 une traduction en Arabe faite trés probablement sur un résumé
en Grec de Phédon qui monte A un des derniers représentant de Platon, ou bien
a la traduction partielle en Arabe faite par Ibn Zurca sur la traduction en
Syriac du Commentaire du Phédon fait par proclus, qui est, peut tre, Traité de
l.Ame de ce dernier. Ch. Bfirgel (de Bern) a réussi de trouver une troisiéme
citation de phédon a ajouter A deux anciennes citations connues et empruntées,
trés probablement, au Commentaire de Phidon, fait par proclus; une se trouve
dans ¢Uyin de Ibn Abi Usaibica, Pautre Talkik ME [°l-Hind de Byriini
(16). Ce dont parle Biirgel, c’est celie citée dans Adab at- Tabil de Ruhivi,

¢Ali . Ishak, vécu au IIL. sitcel de PHégire (107 d-108 c¢ de Phédon). Biirgel
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graphiques des ceuvres d’al-Kindi,dont le nombre est atteint & peu prés anZ L
Est-ce qu, on doit penser unc ceriaine possibilité d’inanthenticité de petit
traité, malgré les arguments extrinséques et intrinséques, telles que la citation,
trois fois,du nom d’auteur, au commencement et au miliev du texte, les paroles
a P'introduction et 4 la conclusion, le style, les idées? Est-ce qu’il est possible
pourlui d’étre cité par un autre titre,

Or, on sait que, aprés les études de Lichtenstein (9) de Loth (10), et de
Wiedeman (II) sur les idées astrologiques d’al Kindi, lesquelles confirment
les témoingnages des sources anciennes, De Boer y est mis un accent{12) et
Walzer en a fait son contribution (13} en se référant & Nallino (14).

Si I’on étudie de prés, le contenu du texte de ce petit traité,on peut s'imaginer
qu’il doit étre redigé par le «philosophe Arabey al-Kindi, avant qu’il soit étre
une authorité dans le domaine d’Astrologie et aprés qu’il soit connu comme un
astronome de certain valeur. Car, il dit, & la fois, qu’il est trés difficile, presque
impossible, non seulement aux gens du monde matériel mais, encore aux
gens du monde d’esprit, de choisir, grice a Pastrologie, le temps le plus favorable
oi1 Pon espére 'exaucement A la priére et 'on prie & Dieu, 4 moins que Dieu le
permet par voie de message, et, que, dans les traités d’Astrologie, les lieux
convenables des astres sont indiqué par symboles et que, si les astrologues font
leurs exposés par symboles, cela vient de leur prudence non contre ceux qui
sont wwugs,mais,contre ceux qui ne le sont pas.il v ajoute que le nom d’Androm-
éde est pour Iui 2l et non copad (15), ct quiil I’a observée a 19° de
Bélier étant sa longititude du Nord 51°, 40', au troisitme rang, dans un angle
large entrc Vénus et Saturne.

De plus, malgré qu'il parle, dans ce petit traité, d’une fagon respectueuse
de ceux qui croient I'unité de Dieu, considérant les astres cc  me cdes vraies
intermédiaires entre Dicu et Phomme, affirmant la justesse de I'Astrologie non
au sens d’exercer une influence sur les pouvoirs céléstes car, il est impossible

que l'effet ait influence sur la cause-, mais, : sens de choisir le temps le plus



UN PETIT TRAITE D’ASTROLOGIE ATTRIBUE A AL - KINDi

DR. Mubahat TGRKER

Dans la bibliographie de FErgin, celle d’Anawati et de Mahdavi, on
parle d’un recueil manuscrit qui contient environ 105 traités dont la plupart
est d® Avicenne: Ragip pasa-1461. Gardé dans une reliure noire, éerit d’un ta,
liken noir et en rouge, sans point diacritique en majorité, 21 lignes par page,
encadrement doré, daté de 764 de L’ Hégire, il se mesure 13X 17.5 et 8.5 13
cm., et contient 396 feuilles (1).

Il se trouve dans ce recueil entre les pages 189h-190b un petit traité d’
Astrologie attribué 4 al-Kindi, intitulé ;
el Bl a3 oy Cdy 6 F B SIGel o gl Gt gy Bl

el g oo Jbs ) ¢ &l

(Choisir, grice a I’Astrologie, le temps le plus convenable ol 'on espére
I'exaucement & la pritre et ’on prie & Dieu trés haut) .

Dans les sources bio-bibliographiques anciennes (2) et modernes (3), il
n’y a aucune indication relative & ce petit traité.

Aprés avoir attiré 'attention par Ritter (4) au manuscrit d’Ayasofya 4832,
qui contient une quantité considérable des oeuvres d’al-Kindi, ni Ahwani
et Abti Ridah (5) qui I’ont publié, ni Rosenthal (6) qui I'a étudié, ni Walzer
(7) ne nous ont parlé de ce petit traité en question.

La seconde copie de ce petit traité se trouve & Esad Efendi- 3628-, entre
les pages 11b-13h. gardé dans une reliure café en ta’lik noir & 755de 'Hégire.Ce
manuscrit, se mesure 12. 5x 20 et B8X 16 cm., et 21 lignes par page. Minowi
nous en a parlé déja (8).

Tlest curieux de ne pas trouver le nom de ce petit traité dans les listes biblio-
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o> ple (religious instruction) on the other and emphasizes the importance
of the learned people in the human society and quotes the words of the pro-
phet, that a slip of a learned man is a slip of the world and than describes
the attributes of the learned men, The last section i, e. the twelfth section
(+b) is devoted tolove (42) and listening to music (glew) in religious
gatherings. He explains the divine love ( A~ (34¢) and hyman love -(34¢)
(15) |2 leading to divine love, the prerequisites and conditions necessary for
8\ (34 and for listening to music, which are in consonance with the
teachings of Islam. The whole universe is actively reacting to the Divine

attraction and dancing to the tnne of the Divine music. fol, 129b :

M she 5o 4t Ol Sl Loa sl Sl Gdike 043 033
S Cemtigh ot 3he 0 1) S m o= ity Oladle 1y Olade

VII- GONCLUSION

The importance of this Mathnavi lies in e fact, that is breaks a new
ground in the history of the teachings of Tasawwuf by its systematic treat-
ment of =i,b (the Sufi path) and its explanation in correlated chapters,
one theme following the others, of the Sufi doctrines, quoting the Qur’an
and the Prophet’s traditions and illustrating them by historical stories. This
Mathnavi is also significant in the history of the Illuminationist philosophy,
as the author being a disciple of Maylana Rumi, throws a side-light on
«Hagiqat-e M ammadi» and considers da=xlypi - J5 J8s - (52c and 5 as
different appellations for the first emanation form the Divine Being. His-
torically this Mathnavi is important as it was written by a direct disciple
of Maulana Rumi, fifty two years after the death of th Maulana and was

composed in the same metre and style as Rumi’s Mathnavi.
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The social life of the seeker has not been overlooked and he has been
advised to treat people with respect: fol. 64 A:

el il duld S 5 e ol i 5 ol dlaty OUL

A seeker should shun slandcr and calumny and should think good of
people { "k 'L',-u-a-) , avoid the company or rich people, serve as a mirror
to reflect the image of another believcr conscious of the latter’s shortcomings,

so that the latter may pet rid of these shortcomings : fol. 68b:

OUL[a _):a JJ.: @:ﬁ Jfl 4{ DU)JB_) D'l:.- »L.'X-l{ U_‘ -bJ-:J
_,.OJDDJ?'-E .’LL',‘,'L, a4 s\:..u J§ 83 U:‘ﬂ u:’:..\:;d-ﬂ.Jﬁ L.J'LJUP
o sl | Gl s e e 3 g5 51 yae 0T auss
Ol 2,15 1y jade cue Olge L anT e

A seeker’s esteem lies in knowledge and culture (31 3 1!}, The
Prophet has said, that the humanity consists of scholars and students
{px=s 5 @) , the remaining ones being barbarions and like small fTies
(G..ngS" ) (fol. 75b). From a secker’s description he goes over to the seeker’s
master, his guide on the spiritual path, the « Shaikh», and devotes sixteen
chapters to the delineation of the character and the conduct of this spiri-
tual puide, which place him above other human beings and make him
qualified to guide the seekers on the spiritual path in the light of the
Qur’anic injunctions and the Prophetic precepts, Then follows the descrip.
tion of the relationship between the spiritual gnide and the disciple or seeker
spread over in three chapters, Retirement for devotional prayers {vsis) and
its etiguette (w131) are also important for a «talibs. He then deseribes the
types of knowledge, JU ok= (the discursive knowledge) and Jl= ol= ( the
intuitional knowledge) on one side and J+adqls (the scholarly learning) a
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Describiug this yearning in divine love he puts down some conditions
for the purification of human heart fol, 16b :
OT Giae it syl a8 e
Ole L Ly & ds
12 55T 5455 2 Sl 233855
e 3l .:{,? qﬂ_ S bl
The first condition is to curb one’s wordly desires and not to attach
one’s heart to the material world. The second condition is to purify one’s
heart from the elemental qualities of this terrestrial world (u‘r L sis )
through penances (=v5ly;). He again returns to the theme of ;& and mentions
two types of ;i : (5y1,ksl B ( faqr through force of circumstances) and
&yl i i adopted through one’s free will) . ylus! Lii is again of five
types : Jpdd )5 o jeee B o plmal B . el JB - ols il He describes these
types of ;@ in greater detail in different chapters iu 35 pages. With ,& is
related the topic of el#lx, which he describes also in detail. The importance
of fasting i. e. individual developmant and welea i jld (prayers in congre-
gation ) i. e. the groups development on the spiritual path has also been
emphasised. After describing the necessary attributes of a sfagir» he proceeds
to tell us how a «faqirs, who is now a «talib» i. e. a secker on the divine
path, should lead his life. A tradition of the Prophet: An hour’s meditation
and thinking (iel. ;%5) is better than seventy years’ prayers - 33ls ;i
&u oz has been quoted and explained by him it the words of (§),4//Otin
fol, 93a : |
DY g 3531 (Sygn s oI5 syl Lyows sk

Sl A8 (Shad S 53 S A I S P T



9 Dagé’igq al-Tarig

Then he goes over to the origin of the human beings, nay of the
whole umiverse. Following the Illuminanist { Ishragi} eonception he says,
that the first creation (or semanation» in the words of the Illuminationists)
was the Light of the Prophet’s spiritual being, which he namcs by different
words a3 de=! 35] (Light of Ahmad), &+ (love), J5 Jis (Absolute Reason
or Logos) and pli (the Divine Pen) : fol. 4a.5b :

HES P g VA PR eLST sl ik s
g sls uamOl 3 lgoms 5 Lgm) ) Sy G i
f’d daT & @8 D du A ‘Ji sl sie g lie dal 4
M2 53 815 pla)) ot O Lt o 31 ol Sl e

After describing the kinds of piety (48}) and passion (se4) he men-
tions two types of soul (r3) the ercated soul and the eternal soul. The
eternal soul is the divine soul through which the majesty and glory of God

is manifested : fol. 7b.
A @ ke dE g, A5 o8 ys Ll Gl g,
Sl By 43 50N> U 9 el sy Slazia S
Having said something about the hyman heart, he takes up the topic

of ,ii (poverty), which, he says, has been wrongly understood to be beggary
and shaving of head like ¢Qalandars» : fol. 12b.

But @i is «to be independent of, and rise above the material and

wordly possessions and to devote oneself wholly and solely to God, to strive

strenously on the spiritual path, ,# is yearning and burning in divine lovee.
fol. 12b :

Il 5 Sl Olasl 5 35N 85 3

I 53 G sl
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typical relationship to, and imitation in this Mathnnvi of the famous Math-
navi of Rumi. It starts with the same word i3 (listen!) as in Rumi’s
Mathnavi, Next he describes four spiritual types of human heings :
1) plallple 2) ¢le 3) ot 4) elill ol
1) pladlple are the common riff- raff, who are compared to animals in
the Quran (VII: 179). «They have minds, but they understand not with
them, they have eyes, but they see not with them; they have ears, but they
hear not with them; they are like the animals, nay, even, more misguided,
they are the headless ones. »
<l OgnaY 0BT by 1 0y rag¥ et by o OpglgY 0585
VAV e oLl & &Syl ! Ad: Rl IOCH
2) ple the second type of people arc the people in general, who follow
the precepts of religion and undergo the bodily troubles in observance of
the religious ritess i. e. they are more concerned with the external aspect
of religion. They are called eprayer |, obedient servants of God» fol. 6a :
e A2l Jé) by olgle
3) wel& or special human beings arc those, who are conscious of the
divine love and yearning : fol. 2a:
aJang_J\A:{n.‘L..ubr:J;u.als- .s_).:_juml?fc.....ub(-.:f@alé
He calls them a»lj (pious) fol, 6a :
wadisl Sl 050 1 Olal
4) The fourth category gols=it jold is that of highly developed people
in spiritual gnosis (<,s4) , called by him as O)le, who have gone beyond
this material life and world and have attained the divine union : fol. 6a,
Comel 428385 i 3 Ol 31 3l
Sl azadiy S il ey o
Cns A8 S le Sl 1o oST

Guoly ) dm ouge o gl
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This earlier work (izlisd! 3183 of Ahmad, which has been wrongly
called (5103 (:lia by Rieu was composed also at Qudh ( 3¢ ) five years
before the completion of our present work (&:,kdt (33li> as he says in our
present work.

BIPIRVFSARES PPN U Obrga (st @b oy o

flﬁ upl:'- _5‘ r|o:_,4:5 ‘s-ﬂfl.!
L'Ji_”f.u ! f-.:b'-'l.w C..Eub_)a

At the end of the Mathnavi he says :

criely S Bse e 02 2

‘ILC- LA (-‘ab; e} J:_c-
é:h'-b”_,: |_) é@ﬂ' i
CJ‘_jJA.: U—:‘.JH‘ ‘3115: U“‘_,
fol, 140 a:

all? J_j)AT b ) Lt

Tt _J‘ E:Ln,.m CJ'J":“; _,u.mi‘:

GAs Sl ekt LgiJLsJ..\su.;(EJa!L»JQ:f
V- STRUCTURE OF THE MATHNAVI skl ialis -

This Mathnavi is written in imitation of Maulana Rumi’s Mathnavi,
having the same metre and same style. It has an introductory stanza, twelve
sections (w2is:!) of uneven length, divided into chapters (Us.ed) with titles
quoting either the verses of the Quran or the traditions of the Proph.et or
the words of the famous Sufis. Thirty five verses of the Quran and 1 |
truditions of the Prophet have been quoted and explained in the book,
Mostly every quotation has been illustrated by a historical story, usually
beginning with the words :

sl bis! g3 e S sy daT i gme ol !
VI- CONTENTS OF THE MATHNAVI (3:,Li1 56> '

As stated above the Mathnavi begins with an introductory stanza in
which the poet mentions, that he wrote the present Mathnavi after the
completion of his other work (4l 5133, The usual o= and <af of the

Persian Mathnavis are conspicuous by their absence, and this shows the
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of the Prophet, Maulana Rumi’s Mathnavi and suitable stories '. As nsual
the conscrvative religions and worldly leaders of the time, who looked only
to the external aspect of religion and were more interested in the perfor-
mance of ritual and outward religious ceremonies, did not like the idea of
Ahmad - ¢ Rumi’s writing a book explaining the inner aspect of religion.
They also could not bear to see the religious influence of Ahmad - e Rumi
spreading among the people. They conspired and collected some poets to
find out some way to counteract the spreading influence of Ahmad-e Rumi.
But as Ahmad has quoted the Quran and the Prophet’s traditions, the jea-

lous enemies could not harm him in any way : fol. 121a-122a:

ool s ST higgs e
(e ud Oz gl dllesy 2
Adi ¢y ad LA é_.l? zl s
OErl gy Olpe &
ol 4 Ol Uty diag laada

o5 O s 5 o by olets

ol em Bl e Gilis o
o5 @ Gl Gl e
T S5 A
Olle 3 EaS R manl
Ol ja &5y ,a WA i
p sy Jetr I

s e ol g 8y

Ol s wile 3B 25

Lf.: TX} A ‘-5\5' u:f
OT Jits 53 dpjlw slosla
fol, 123 a:

J.:;JJJ.:IU“CM..F:-JY:(:A’S-;OJ? Jo- 3 DTJ; g:- J:..i.: A

1- A similar work in Persian was composed in the nineteenth century by
the Sufi poct and scholar of Pakistan,Fagir Qadir Bakhsh Bedil (BeedilJz)
of Rohri. Itis calléd G"‘rC‘"" (five treasures), There are foi .chapters in it
In very chapter a verse of Quran is explained through a tradition of the
I;rophet, verses from Rumi’s Mathnavi, verses from the Sindhi poet Shah

Abdul Latif’s «Risalo» and a suitable story.
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appears to be the same book as (3alil 5.2 as the words, with a variation,

in the beginning show :

Ol (51.;4'1-,0} shys Oty t:—ﬁt{ f.'a‘,f l..\:g‘
(G2 G By
g1 333 33 03390 pSaw> o= gy bl s

(G 3:l55)

The above - mentioned work i@l 3 3 should not be confused
with Kamalpashazade’s (d. 940 A. H.) book having the same title. Ahmad.e
Rumi has referred to his earlier work alé=l 526> in our MS k0 0lis
at two places :

fol. 1 band fol, 12] a. b,

One more Ahmad al- Rumi has been mentioned by Broekelmann ',
He wrote a commentary on Aygmsl w2l )" AV a book written by M. b.
Pir «Muhyiddin al-Birkavi» (929/1523-981/1573).

Ahmad al-Rumi known as «Ibn al-Mudarris» has been briefly noticed

by Haji Khalifa in Kashf al.zunun vol. II1, p. 400.

IV- AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MATERIAL IN THE BOOK 5 k) 565

Ahmad-e Rumi, the author of this Mathnavi (32,20 (3155 appears to
have come from outside to India and stayed in Qudh ( 4és¢) for a long

time, as he says : fol. 121a:
Dl:--_pgsif-l.»'u‘_',fl.ﬂu.é_,o_p Olusglin a8 55 S
The people heard about bis learning and piety and roquested him to

explain the divine mysteries to them. In complianee with their request he

wrote a book in Persian prose and verse, quoting the Qur’an, the traditions

l. Brockelmann b. : GAL. II, p. 440,
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Hajji Khalifa gives the same title, vol. III, p. 78 but without any fur.
ther notice. This MS bears the same scals as the precediug one ( i. e. the
Kings of Cude, Sulaiman Jah and Amjad Ali }.

b) in the Supplement Ricu describes another MS under the title
«Dagd’iq al-Haqa’ig». He says it is « the work contained in Or. 231 under
an inverted form of the aboue title (#5155 &ili= . In a preface, not found in
the latter copy, the author gives a short notice of Jalaluddin, son of Maulana
Muhammad Balkhi and says that, some fakirs having applied to him for
some words conducive to salvation in the next world - olxi (gl e A5 )
( 2T he wrote for them the present work under the above title, in eighty
Fasls. The date of composition 720 A, H. is given in the epilogue in the
following verse :

flia.'.}l..wué)s_,adl,u_,g_f rl.c' Jl Blrs ¢y 2o 2y

c) in Agha Buzurg Tehrani’s book Am,&ll Liibad J ey Ml where it
has been described in the following words :

G e e o g ols v 8l g GO 5 0 A 1 Gilad) 585

Sy 5ot &' Ty Juab IS8 45l 3 J gl e pgh 875 - Mo
by LY 6 e e B gite 3 59,0 (Jgn DLl ki U646 Db L
(VY0 LAbSTR 4l (2 o) 23S  dondes e Uyl e D08 dvad

d) the manuscript entitled (3i,k)l § (5:%54) mentioned in the catalogue
of Persian MSS in Cairo, published by the Minis - of Culture, Egypt '

daradl B palt dyyggasedl (U3, 1) oY pull - do) W1 ol ploieadt 5,08 -
14 tdmbe oy 420 US| JYEY PSS-SO N L W || I N PR N T E H o L Y
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(vol. III p. 382), A reference to Brockelmann’s eGeschichte der arabischen
Literaturs (Suppl, II pp. 661-662) shows that the two persons mentioned
by Hajji Khalifa is the same person 3! jelidlde o dasl | A fine MS of
U b 3§11 yudles which Ihad the opportunity to read in 1967
has been preserved in the «Handschriftenabteilungs of the Staatsbibliothelk
in Munich.

Qur Ahmad - e Rumi, the author of k!l (83663 has been mentioned
in connection with his another book (5:l=! (563 (published by - Jdams A
el (I Loy and gyl damd)

a) in the Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum by
Charles Rieu¥, where the book is named as (5:U> G:lim « A Sufi work in
prose and verse» beginning with the words :

& 39030533, J:f:.wa ﬁ:—_,h Q-E""J (-U Lol

Rieu deseribes the work further in the following words :

“The work begins with a versified preamble, in whtch the author says,
that hehas here put into verse some words of religions admonition,which issued
from the lips of that treasure of divine mysteries, Mauldani Jalaluddin, in
order to render casily intelligible, to high and low, all the profound truths
which he could call to mind from the Coran, the Tradition and the discourses
of the Shaikh. It consists of eighty chapters ( Fasl ). Each of these begins
with a Coranic verse or Hadis in Arabic as a text; this is followed by a
Persian paraplirase and some appropriate quotations from the Mathnavi of
Jalaluddin Rumi. The spiritual meaning is afterwards developed in prose
and further illustrated by some apologue or ancodoate in the same metre
as Masnavi. The title is found in the following description in which the

author is described as a disciple of Jalaluddin (d. 672 A. H. (sic) ) :

% Rieu, G : M-alopue of the Persian Books in the British Museum,
vol. London 1879, pp. 39. 40, Or. 251 and Supplement, London 1895,
p. 11, Or. 3547. . '
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and significant with regard to the history and teachings of Tasawwuf .

11~ DESCRIPTION OF THE !} \NUSCRIPT

I wrote to Prof. FL Ritter and to Prof. A. J. Arberry requesting them
to inform me if any other manuscript of the same hook was available in
any library. Prof. Ritter replied, that he had not seen any copy of this MS
ir e Istanbul libraries, and Prof. Arberry assured me, that he had not
found any such M8 mentioned in the catalogues available in Cambridge.
So far as I know, this appears to be a singular MS of the book «Daqi’iq
al - Tariqr» of Ahmad-e Rumi.

The M5 is 24 cm long and 16.5 cm broad 1. e. 9, 3 inches long and
6. 5 inches broad. It contains 140 leaves. The Mathnavi was composed by
Ahmad - Rumi in the year 725 A IL / 1325 A. D. at Oudh ( 4éss } in
India, as he says (fol, 140 a} :

ll—ﬂ‘l.:d_r,é? "t'{(_!:‘]}'."a" ir_’{ o'l."? JJJAT ‘_) (.;_’_J .J“?“
O ols sl 298 4l 53 2y, v 3 Bl oy ot g e
Gid s Al ek b ‘3{_,]”.514:,(&; Sy (nS”

The MS was transcribed by Sher Muhammad Farugi on 5th Ramadan
1260 A, H./ 1844 A. D.

M- AHMAD -E RUM}

Hajji Khalifa in his « Kashf al- Zununv has mentioned three Ahmad
al-Rumis, amongst whom Ahmad al-Rumi mentioned in vol. III pp. 198-
199 and 454, vol. V p. 380 and Ahmad al- Rumi al-Aq-hisari mentioned
in vol. I, pp. 249-250 and vol. I1T p. 382 appear to be the same person
as a comparison of his biographical notice with that in gsiljall paean of
WSS, % (partI p. 280) will show. Hajji Khalifa has mentioned
Ahmad al.Rumi’s book ;L& YISt 3 51,3¥1 ulloes in vol. V and has given
his year of death 1043 A, H. under the name Ahmad al-Rumi al-Aghisari



Dr, Nabi bakhsh G. Qazi

Us2 )LJI IR

{ The Sabtleties of the Path )

I- INTRODUCGCTION

Thirty seven years back, when I was a pupil in the Municipal High
School, Robri in Pakistan a small town of 10000 souls at a distance of five
miles from Aror or Alor, the ancient capital of Sind, wherc Muhammad
bin Qasim defeated Rija Dahar, the then ruling monarch of the Brahmin
dynasty - and when I had already learnt the rudiments of the Persian lan-
guage, I was always in search of printed and handwritten Persian books.
In my neighbourhood, there was a house in which a room, a very dark and
dingy room with dust iwo inches thick, contiined books, mestly manus.
cripts, wh'ch belonged to a relative of mine, who had devoted the later
part of his life to reading and writing. This room had remained closed for
twenty years, and when I entered it, I could only feel the dust and the
books. bus could see neither of them, as it was pitch dark inside even
during the day-time. With mueh difficulty I groped in the dark and was
able to take out some manuscripts amongst which I found the mauuscript
of the Persian Mathnavi «Dag3’iq al - Tarig» by Ahmad-e Rumi.

At that time in my school days I used to peep into the manuscript
and read some lines, as the manuscript was clearly and legibitty written,
though I could not grasp the full significance of the verses of the Mathnavi,
Fifteen years back going through the manuscripts in my library I once again

peeped into the «Daqd’iq al-Tarig» and found the book to be very valuable
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